
BEFORE THE PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION
OF THE STATE OF CALIFORNIA 

Application of the San Diego Unified Port District 
to convert an existing at-grade private crossing into an 
at-grade crossing for a public road over the tracks 
of San Diego & Arizona Eastern Railway Company and 
the San Diego Metropolitan Transit System (MTS)   Application No.   
in the City of Chula Vista, County of San Diego, California 

APPLICATION

The San Diego Unified Port District (Port), herein sometimes  

referred to as Applicant,” respectfully requests authority from this Commission to  

convert an existing at-grade private crossing into an at-grade crossing for a public road

over the tracks of the Coronado Branch line of the San Diego & Arizona Eastern Railway 

Company and the San Diego Metropolitan Transit System.. 

 The Public Utilities Commission (PUC) crossing number, 036C-7.78 is proposed by the 

Port.

 In support of its request, the Port represents as follows: 

I.

Correspondence relative to this Application should be addressed to: 

 Mr. Yeshi Mulugeta 
 San Diego Unified Port District 
 3165 Pacific Highway 
 San Diego, CA 92101 
 Telephone No. (619) 686-6250 
 Fax No. (619) 686-6354 

Copies of all such correspondence should also be addressed to: 

 Mr. Kevin Gibson, P.E. 
 Rick Engineering Company 
 Civil Engineering Consultant to the San Diego Unified Port District 
 5620 Friars Road 
 San Diego, California 92110 
 Telephone No. (619) 291-0707 
 Fax No. (619) 291-4165 
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II.

The authorization sought in this application is made pursuant to Section 1201 through 1205, 

inclusive, of the California Public Utilities Code, and in accordance with Rule 3.7 of the 

Commission’s Rules of Practice and Procedure. 

III.

 1.  General Information

The Port proposes to construct a public roadway (“H” Street) that will cross the railroad 

tracks of the Coronado branch line, which is owned by the Metropolitan Transit System (MTS) 

approximately 0.50 miles north of the rail crossing at “J” Street (PUC Crossing Number 036C-

8.47 and US DOT Crossing Number 661818V).  The existing track, previously operated by San 

Diego and Eastern Arizona Railway Company, is currently inactive.  An existing private at-grade 

crossing (U.S. DOT crossing number 662076H) currently exists at this location.  The Port 

proposes to convert this private crossing to a public at-grade crossing.  The proposed PUC 

Crossing Number for this proposed crossing is:  036C-7.78 in the County of San Diego.  See 

Exhibit “A” for a Vicinity Map.

2. Specific Information – At-Grade Crossing

A. In March of 1959, a private roadway agreement was enacted between San Diego 

and Arizona Eastern Railway Company and Rohr Aircraft Corporation to 

establish a 65’ wide private at-grade crossing of the railroad tracks at milepost 

778 (U.S. DOT crossing number 662076H). At this time, the Port is requesting to 

convert this existing private at-grade crossing to a 104’ wide at-grade crossing to 

allow for the proposed extension of “H” Street as a part of the Chula Vista 

Bayfront Development. 

The extension of “H” street, from Interstate 5 west to Marina Parkway, is  

required to provide traffic circulation for the Chula Vista Bayfront Development.  

In the Final EIR for the Chula Vista Business Park Expansion and Port Master 

Plan Amendment, it was stated that the extension of “H” Street in the buildout 



condition “would ease impacts to the substandard portion of Marina Parkway 

between G Street and Lagoon Drive and would eliminate impacts to Bay 

Boulevard between E and F Street, as well as eliminate impacts to the intersection 

of F Street at Bay Boulevard.” Per the Final EIR, the extension of “H” Street in 

the buildout condition would serve a traffic volume of 7,100 ADT.  The proposed 

107’ right-of-way width of “H” street will include vehicular travel lanes, a 

sidewalk on each side of the street, landscaping and irrigation. 

B. A plan and profile of the proposed crossing is shown on Exhibit “B”.  The 

proposed width of the crossing is 107 ft.  The proposed cross-section of the 

crossing consists of AC pavement from the existing ballast to the top of the 

existing tracks.

A grade separation crossing of H Street over the existing tracks would not be 

geometrically possible at this location based upon the following constraints: 

• Existing fixed elevations and street slopes of H Street at the 

intersections of Bay Boulevard and the I-5 Bridge. 

• The ability to lower the tracks or street is limited, due to the high 

ground water elevation related to the nearby sea level. 

• Impacts to the adjacent Goodrich property including vehicular and 

pedestrian access. 

In addition to the above constraints, it should also be noted that the existing tracks 

in question are currently inactive. 

C. No railroad operations will be disrupted during the installation of the crossing as 

the Coronado Branch line is currently inactive. 

D. The nearest railroad crossing to the South (centerline to centerline) is a public at-

grade crossing located approximately 0.50 miles away at “J” Street (PUC No. 

036C-8.47, DOT Crossing number 661818V, milepost 847).  The nearest crossing 

to the North of the proposed crossing is a Public At-Grade crossing located 



approximately 0.50 miles away at “F” Street (PUC No. 036C-7.40, DOT Crossing 

Number 661816G, milepost 740).  The location of the public crossing at “F” and 

“J” Street is shown on Exhibit “A”. 

IV.

Attached hereto as Exhibit “A” is a general vicinity map indicating the relation of the 

proposed Public Roadway crossing to existing roads and tracks. 

V.

The point of the centerline crossing of the proposed Public Roadway and the existing 

railway tracks of the Coronado Branch line is approximately 315-feet west of Bay 

Boulevard, following along the centerline of the extension of “H” street at milepost 778. 

N=1809586.70, E=6300706.63 

VI.

The proposed crossing, as a component of the Chula Vista Bayfront Project, will serve 

the general public’s need by providing vehicular, pedestrian and bicycle circulation for 

the Chula Vista Bayfront. 

VII.

Attached hereto as Exhibit “B” is the plan drawing indicating the accurate location of the 

MTS rails and the proposed “H” Street extension as it crosses the railroad.  Also included 

in Exhibit “B” is the profile of the roadway as it crosses the tracks. 

VIII.

The crossing of the MTS tracks is at proposed PUC No. 036C-7.78 in the County of San 

Diego, as shown on Exhibit “A”. 



IX.

Attached hereto as Exhibit “C” is the required Scoping Memo. 

X.

Attached hereto as Exhibit “D” is the required Certification of Mailing. 

XI.

Pursuant to the Notice of Determination signed and filed in the Office of the County of 

San Diego Clerk on October 8, 1997, the proposed crossing is located in an area where 

mitigation measures were made a condition of the approval of the project. This Notice of 

Determination is attached hereto as Exhibit “E”. 


















