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December 15, 2010 
 
President Michael Peevey 
Commissioner Dian Grueneich 
Commissioner John Bohn 
Commissioner Timothy Simon 
Commissioner Nancy Ryan 
 
California Public Utilities Commission 
505 Van Ness Avenue 
San Francisco, CA  94102 
 
RE: Urging Adoption of RAM Program at December 16 Commission Meeting 
 
Dear Commissioners: 
 
T s efforts on the California Solar Initiative, the state now has ~ 80,000 
solar energy systems and leads the nation in solar power generation and solar job creation. As 
active members of the solar community and industry, we are committed to building on this 
success and are writing today to urge you to approve the Proposed Decision published on the 
CPUC website on December 15, 2010 for Agenda ID # 9730 Adopting the Renewable 
Auction Mechanism (R.08-08-009) at the December 16 Commission meeting. This is a critical 
pillar for the future growth of solar power in California and has been in development and 
comment period for over two years, longer than almost any other solar proceeding we have been 
involved with.   
 
Because of its competitive design and large scale, the RAM program will deliver some of the 
lowest cost solar power ever installed in California. And it is especially necessary today because 
current state policies have left a gap for encouraging the deployment of economically viable mid-
sized renewable energy systems.  The California Solar Initiative, along with net metering, has 
enabled the growth of solar systems 1 MW and below. And the RPS has principally delivered 
contracts for very large installations.  Mid-sized renewable energy systems (under 20 MW) have 
an important role to play because they can be brought on-line quickly, provide additional value 
to ratepayers via distributed interconnection, and are of sufficient scale to achieve low price 
points.  But while there are numerous sites around the state which are ideal locations for PV 
systems between 1 and 20 MW, what is needed is a market mechanism to effectively harness this 
opportunity.  We believe the RAM can fill this role and are grateful for the hard work of CPUC 
staff over the course of the last few years.  
 
We believe that the decision provides the basis for an elegant and sustainable program that will 
deliver many benefits to ratepayers:   
 

 Regular, periodic market opportunities combined with scale will drive efficiencies in 
project development; 



 Interconnection restricted to inside all IOU service territories will orient the output 
towards providing the highest value power to ratepayers; 

 Competitive markets will continue to drive down costs, send appropriate market signals, 
and ensure ratepayer protection; 

 The proposed design provides an elegant solution to ongoing contention on State/Federal 
jurisdictional issues. 

 
Solar photovoltaics has become a sophisticated, highly competitive industry capable of 
delivering unprecedented value.  However, to ensure maximum value for ratepayers and the 
environment, the solar community needs a stable and supportive policy framework that provides 
for long-term and sustainable market opportunities.  With CSI funds running out, 2011 will be a 
critical year of transition for the solar industry; timely action on the RAM would provide 
welcome market certainty for continued solar success.  We respectfully urge your support.  
 
Sincerely, 
 
 

 
Dan Shugar, CEO 
Solaria 
 
 
 

 
 
Angiolo Laviziano, CEO 
REC Solar, Inc.  
 

 
Dr. Zhengrong Shi 
Chairman and Chief Executive Officer 
Suntech Power Holdings, Ltd 
 
 

 
 
Mike Hall, CEO 
Borrego Solar, Inc 



 
 

 
Adam Browning, Executive Director 
The Vote Solar Inititiative 
 
 
 
 
 
Julie Blunden 
Executive Vice President  
SunPower Corporation 
 

 
 
//ss// 
Rick Gilliam 
Vice President, Government Affairs 
SunEdison 
 

 
Tristan Grimbert 
President and CEO 
enXco  an Energies Nouvelles Company 




































































