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L. INTRODUCTION

Pursuant to Rule 1.4 of the Commission’s Rules of Practice and Procedure, the
Center for Accessible Technology (CforAT) respectfully requests to be granted party
status in this proceeding in order to represent the interests of the disability community. In
making this request, CforAT seeks to act as the successor to Disability Rights Advocates
(DisabRA), and adopt prior filings by DisabRA as its own. This request is made
following an agreement between CforAT and DisabRA regarding representation of the
interests of the disability community before the Commission, as discussed in greater
detail below. Additionally, Melissa Kasnitz, who formerly led all of DisabRA’s work
before the Commission, has now moved to CforAT, where she will continue to represent
the interests of the disability community. Assuming that this request for party status is
granted and CforAT is recognized as DisabRA’s successor, DisabRA will cease its active
participation in this proceeding.

A. Compliance With Rule 1.4(b)

Rule 1.4(b) provides that a person seeking party status by filing a motion to
become a party shall:

(1) fully disclose the persons or entities in whose behalf the filing, appearance or
motion is made, and the interest of such persons or entities in the proceeding; and

(2) state the factual and legal contentions that the person intends to make and
show that the contentions will be reasonably pertinent to the issues already presented.

As noted above, CforAT seeks to join this proceeding to represent the interests of
people with disabilities within the service territory of SDG&E, who would be affected by
potential disruptions in service based on the proposals advocated by the utility. As has
been recognized many times in the proceeding to date, people with disabilities are
particularly vulnerable if their power supply is disrupted for lengthy periods of time, or if
an emergency were to occur while their power is off. There is no dispute that the

interests of this community are significant and must continue to be represented.



CforAT seeks to represent this community as the successor to DisabRA, which
has been an active participant since the application was first filed, and which filed the
Petition for Modification which is currently pending before the Commission.' If this
Motion is accepted, CforAT will adopt the PFM as its own and will continue to pursue
appropriate notification and mitigation measures as part of any power shut-off SDG&E
may implement under its existing statutory authority. CforAT will also represent the
interests of the disability community in any further action that may be taken in this
proceeding, or in any successor application that may be filed by SDG&E.

CforAT recognizes that this proceeding is officially closed but for the pending
PFM. However, due to the nature of this request to effectively substitute into the
proceeding for a party that has been active since the initial application was filed, this
request should be permitted.

B. Service List Request

CforAT requests that its formal appearance be entered in this proceeding as
follows:

Melissa W. Kasnitz
Center for Accessible Technology

3075 Adeline Street, Suite 220
Berkeley, CA 94703

Phone: 510-841-3224

Fax: 510-841-7936

Email: service@cforat.org

/]
/]

" On August 23, 2011, CforAT and DisabRA executed an agreement in which they agreed that CforAT will
move to succeed DisabRA in actively representing the disability community before the Commission, and
DisabRA will support such motion or motions. CforAT has already sought party status in several new and
pending proceedings. With this Motion, CforAT is seeking to act as DisabRA's successor and adopt
DisabRA's past filings as its own in this proceeding. If this motion is granted, DisabRA will cease to
participate as an active party, thus avoiding any duplication of effort. CforAT intends to continue filing
similar motions in multiple other proceedings in which DisabRA has previously been an active party.



IL. CONCLUSION
For the foregoing reasons, CforAT respectfully requests to be granted party status

in this proceeding.

Respectfully submitted,
/s/ Melissa W. Kasnitz
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Attorney for Center for Accessible Technology
3075 Adeline Street, Suite 220
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