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WOMEN’S ENERGY MATTERS 

NOTICE OF INTENT TO CLAIM COMPENSATION 
 

Pursuant to Section 1804(a) of the Public Utilities Code, Women’s Energy Matters 

(WEM) hereby gives notice of our intent to claim compensation in this proceeding. 

Under the terms of Section 1804(a), such a notice must be filed within 30 days of a 

prehearing conference. A prehearing conference was held June 14, 2010. We are timely 

filing our NOI within 30 days of that PHC.  Thus, this NOI is timely filed.   

Women’s Energy Matters is a non-profit organization working for a rapid 

transition to a clean, efficient, renewable energy system that is responsive to local 

communities and sensitive to environmental and economic justice. WEM has been 

representing utility customers before the CPUC since 2001. 

In D.98-04-059, the Commission directed intervenors to state in their NOIs which 

of three customer “categories” they fall within. WEM’s bylaws authorize our 

representation of the interests of residential and small commercial customers. Therefore, 

WEM is a “customer” as that term is used in Section 1802(b): a “group or organization 

authorized pursuant to its articles of incorporation or bylaws to represent the interests of 

residential ratepayers.”  

D.98-04-059 also requires groups to include in their NOIs a copy of the 

authorization in their articles or bylaws to represent customers. WEM’s revised bylaws 

Article III. Purposes, Section 3.2 states: “The specific objectives and purposes of this 

corporation shall include but not be limited to… representing the interests of consumers 

in administrative and judicial proceedings concerning public utilities matters…” 

Pursuant to D.98-04-059, Finding of Fact 13, an intervenor must show that it will 

represent customer interests that would otherwise be underrepresented.  WEM is likely to 

be one of a very few parties representing the interests of residential and small commercial 

customers (particularly women and low-income customers), who by number represent the 

vast majority of utility customers. In addition, WEM will be one of even fewer parties 

representing the interests of customers located in the territories of “Community Choice 

Aggregators” in California. 
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WEM will, of course, tailor our participation to ensure that our work serves to 

support and complement the work of other parties that share our positions, and avoid any 

undue duplication wherever practicable.   

Section 1804(a)(2) of the Code sets forth three potential topics that may (in one 

case) or must (in the other two cases) be addressed in a notice of intent filing.  Each of 

these subjects will be addressed below.   

(1) Section 1804(a)(2)(A)(i) -- A statement of the nature and extent of the 
customer's planned participation in the proceeding as far as it is possible to 
set it out when the notice of intent is filed. 

 
According to the Order Instituting Rulemaking, this proceeding will take place in three 

tracks with general topics as follows: 

 
(1) Track I will identify California Public Utilities Commission 
(CPUC)-jurisdictional needs for new resources to meet system or 
local resource adequacy and to consider authorization of IOU 
procurement to meet that need, including issues related to longterm 
renewables planning and need for replacement generation 
infrastructure to eliminate reliance on power plants using oncethrough- 
cooling (OTC). 
(2) Track II will address the development and approval of 
individual IOU "bundled" procurement plans consistent with 
§454.5. 
(3) Track III will consider rule and policy changes related to the 
procurement process which were not resolved in R.08-02-007… OIR, p. 9 
  

The proceeding has already addressed a variety of planning assumptions, the last of them 

being energy efficiency. The OIR stated, “[W]e may address or reassess the 

Energy Efficiency and Demand Response assumptions utilized in determining future 

need.” OIR, p. 12. 

WEM plan to focus on energy efficiency and renewable energy, as well as issues 

related to “need,” reserve margin, reliability, greenhouse gas issues (GHG), and 

integrated resources planning.  We will also address how utility choices relate to 

procurement by Community Choice Aggregators (CCAs), for example through 

implementation of SB695 and other refinements of the Cost Allocation Methodology 

approved in D.06-07-029. 

It is not altogether clear how the issues will be allocated among the separate 

tracks, therefore we give one estimate for the whole proceeding. 
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  We expect to be moderately active in this proceeding, filing comments and briefs, 

and attending workshops and hearings, if any, and such other activities as the 

Commission may determine.  

(2) Section 1804(a)(2)(A)(ii) -- An itemized estimate of the compensation that 

the customer expects to request, given the likely duration of the 

proceeding as it appears at the time. 

Our principal advocate in this proceeding is Barbara George, who has previously 

established rates at the Commission.  We are asking for 2010 rates for Ms. George at 

$180 (a 3% increase from the 2009 rate of $175 approved in D10-05-049).  We expect to 

need one consultant; we anticipate that this person’s rate will be approximately $180-200.  

We will also have an attorney whose rate is expected to be $180.  Anticipated hours for 

WEM’s team are:  

Advocate Barbara George 400 hrs. = 72,000 

One Consultant 200 hrs. = 38,000  

Attorney 400 hrs. = 72,000 

Subtotal hours = $182,000. 

Adding approximately $500 in expenses, e.g. for copying and postage, Grand total 

estimated at $182,500. 

The actual amount of any future request for compensation is obviously dependent 

upon the future course of the proceeding and the Commission's final decision in this case. 

 (3) Section 1804 (a)(2)(B) The notice of intent may also include a showing by 
the customer that participation in the hearing or proceeding would pose a 
significant financial hardship.  Alternatively, such a showing shall be included in 
the request submitted pursuant to subdivision (c). 

 
WEM elects to demonstrate financial hardship in this NOI; however, if our rebuttable 

presumption is for any reason not granted, we will also demonstrate hardship in our 

request. 

Section1802 (g) defines financial hardship:  

"Significant financial hardship" means either that the customer cannot afford, 
without undue hardship, to pay the costs of effective participation, including 
advocate's fees, expert witness fees, and other reasonable costs of participation, or 
that, in the case of a group or organization, the economic interest of the individual 
members of the group or organization is small in comparison to the costs of 
effective participation in the proceeding. 
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As described above, our members are underrepresented in CPUC proceedings 

because they are residential ratepayers (primarily women, including low-income women 

and women of color), some of whom live in jurisdictions pursuing Community Choice. 

They pay typical residential bills for utility service, which will be only slightly affected 

by this proceeding; therefore the economic interests of our individual members in the 

proceeding are small in comparison with the costs of effective participation. WEM has 

received no grant or other funding to offset the costs of participation in this case.  

Pursuant to PU Code §1802(b)(1), WEM also established financial hardship by 

rebuttable presumption in a proceeding within one year of this NOI. Decision 10-05-049 

(May 20, 2010) in A0807021 et al. ruled that WEM met the financial hardship 

requirements and was eligible for intervenor compensation.  D1005049 p. 3. 

 

 CONCLUSION 

WEM does not anticipate any challenge to our eligibility for compensation in this 

proceeding.  If any party does seek to contest our eligibility, however, WEM requests that 

we be granted the opportunity to reply to such party's allegations within 10 days after the 

service of such filing. 

 

Dated: July 14, 2010 
       Respectfully Submitted, 
 
 /s/ Barbara George 

_________________________ 
Barbara George, Executive Director 
Women’s Energy Matters 
P.O. Box 548 
Fairfax CA 94978 
510-915-6215 
wem@igc.org  
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CERTIFICATION OF SERVICE 
R1005006 
 
I, Barbara George, certify that on this day July 14, 2010 I caused copies of the attached 

WOMEN’S ENERGY MATTERS NOTICE OF INTENT TO CLAIM 

COMPENSATION to be served on all parties by emailing a copy to all parties identified 

on the electronic service list provided by the California Public Utilities Commission for 

this proceeding, and also by efiling at the CPUC Docket office, and mailing a copy to 

ALJ Victoria Kolakowski and Assigned Commissioner Michael Peevey.  

 
 Dated: July 14, 2010 at Fairfax, California. 
 
 
 
       /s/ Barbara George 
       __________________________ 
        DECLARANT 
 
(Electronic service List attached to original only) 
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