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TO PARTIES OF RECORD IN CASE 08-06-026 
 
This is the proposed decision of Administrative Law Judge (ALJ) Bushey.  It will not 
appear on the Commission’s agenda sooner than 30 days from the date it is mailed.  The 
Commission may act then, or it may postpone action until later. 
 
When the Commission acts on the proposed decision, it may adopt all or part of it as 
written, amend or modify it, or set it aside and prepare its own decision.  Only when 
the Commission acts does the decision become binding on the parties. 
 
Parties to the proceeding may file comments on the proposed decision as provided in 
Article 14 of the Commission’s Rules of Practice and Procedure (Rules), accessible on 
the Commission’s website at www.cpuc.ca.gov.  Pursuant to Rule 14.3, opening 
comments shall not exceed 15 pages. 
 
Comments must be filed pursuant to Rule 1.13 either electronically or in hard copy.  
Comments should be served on parties to this proceeding in accordance with Rules 1.9 
and 1.10.  Electronic and hard copies of comments should be sent to ALJ Bushey at 
mab@cpuc.ca.gov and the assigned Commissioner.  The current service list for this 
proceeding is available on the Commission’s website at www.cpuc.ca.gov. 
 
 
 
/s/  CHARLOTTE TERKEURST for KVC 
Karen V. Clopton, Chief 
Administrative Law Judge 
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          Adjudicatory 
 
 
Decision PROPOSED DECISION OF ALJ BUSHEY (Mailed 5/13/2010) 
 
BEFORE THE PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION OF THE STATE OF CALIFORNIA 

 
Frank S. Roeth, Dave Bates, and Scott Harris, and 
others similarly situated, 
 
  Complainants, 
 
 vs. 
 
Chris Monet, doing business as Redwood Lodge 
Water Co., an unregulated water company, 
 
  Defendant. 
 

 
 
 
 

Case 08-06-026 
(Filed June 24, 2008) 

 
 

FINAL ORDER CLOSING PROCEEDING 
 
Summary 

This decision finds that water service has been restored to complainants 

and that the owner of Redwood Lodge Water Company has resumed control.  

The named defendant at no time had Commission-approved tariffs for the sale of 

public utility water service on file with this Commission.  

Background 
On June 24, 2008, Frank S. Roeth, Dave Bates, and Scott Harris initiated 

this complaint proceeding against Chris Monet, doing business as Redwood 

Lodge Water Company.  The complaint alleged that Monet was offering water 

service subject to the jurisdiction of the Commission and that Monet had 
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increased rates without Commission approval.  The complaint also stated that 

Monet had disconnected service to complainant Roeth’s residence. 

On Monday, September 2, 2008, complainant Roeth submitted via 

facsimile documents which indicated that defendant Monet intended to cease 

providing water to all customers on August 29, 2008, through September 12, 

2008.  Roeth also submitted via facsimile a letter from Patricia Heimer indicating 

that she is the widow of the previous operator of Redwood Lodge Water 

Company and that she and her family “will resume operation of the water 

system” effective September 1, 2008.  The letter also included a new payment 

address.   

On September 3, 2008, the assigned Administrative Law Judge (ALJ) 

issued a ruling treating Roeth’s facsimile submissions as a request for an 

emergency hearing and granting that request. 

The complainants, named defendant, and Heimer appeared at the 

emergency hearing on September 8, 2008.  Defendant Monet explained that a 

spring is Redwood Lodge Water Company’s sole water source, and that the flow 

was inadequate to provide service to the customers.  The service interruption 

was necessary, Monet stated, to allow the spring to refill the tank.  At the 

conclusion of the hearing, Monet agreed to reconnect Roeth’s service. 

Heimer stated that she was resuming operation of the water company and 

intended to comply with Commission regulations.  She agreed to purchase water 

for the system, to be delivered by truck, and would look to the customers for 

reimbursement of those costs.  

The complainants indicated that they were interested in forming a mutual 

water system and purchasing the system assets of Redwood Lodge Water 
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Company.  The complainants requested a delay in the proceedings to allow such 

negotiations to proceed. 

Staff from the Commission’s Division of Water and Audits have been 

assisting the parties in negotiations and also preparing a rate case and an 

application for a certificate of public convenience and necessity.   

On May 3, 2010, a prehearing conference was convened.  Complainants 

stated that they were receiving satisfactory water service from Redwood Lodge 

Water Company as operated by Heimer and were actively pursuing the 

formation of a mutual water company.  Complainants requested a summary 

order of the Commission finding that the rates for water service charged by 

Defendant Monet had not been approved by the Commission.  

  Defendant Monet did not appear at the prehearing conference. 

Discussion 
All complainants are receiving satisfactory water service from Redwoood 

Lodge Water Company as operated by Heimer.  Thus, the primary objective of 

the complaint has been accomplished.  Heimer is pursuing a certificate of public 

convenience and necessity from this Commission and the complainants are 

working to form a mutual water company to purchase the water system. 

Complainants request an order of the Commission stating that defendant 

Monet doing business as Redwood Lodge Water Company had not obtained 

Commission approval for rates for the sale of public utility water service.  A 

review of the Commission’s records shows no such rate approval. 

There are no further outstanding issues in this proceeding and it should be 

closed. 
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Comments on Proposed Decision 
The proposed decision of the administrative law judge (ALJ) in this matter 

was mailed to the parties in accordance with Section 311 of the Public Utilities 

Code and comments were allowed under Rule 14.3 of the Commission’s Rules of 

Practice and Procedure.  Comments were filed on __________, and reply 

comments were filed on ___________. 

Assignment of Proceeding 
John A. Bohn is the assigned Commissioner and Maribeth A. Bushey is the 

assigned ALJ in this proceeding. 

Findings of Fact 
1. This proceeding was initiated on June 24, 2008. 

2. The Commission extended the statutory deadline for completing this 

proceeding to June 24, 2010, in Decision 09-06-039.   

3. Water service has been restored to complainants. 

4. The Redwood Lodge Water Company is currently being operated by 

Heimer. 

5. The Commission records show no approved tariffs for the sale of public 

utility water service for Chris Monet doing business as Redwood Lodge Water 

Company.  

6. No further issues remain in this proceeding. 

Conclusion of Law 
This proceeding should be closed. 

IT IS ORDERED that this proceeding is closed. 

This order is effective today. 

Dated ____________________________, at San Francisco, California.
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INFORMATION REGARDING SERVICE 

 
I have provided notification of filing to the electronic mail addresses on the 

attached service list. 

Upon confirmation of this document’s acceptance for filing, I will cause a 

Notice of Availability of the filed document to be served upon the service list to 

this proceeding by U.S. mail.  The service list I will use to serve the Notice of 

Availability of the filed document is current as of today’s date. 

Dated May 13, 2010, at San Francisco, California. 

 
 
 

/s/  TERESITA C. GALLARDO 
Teresita C. Gallardo 

 
 

N O T I C E  
 

Parties should notify the Process Office, Public Utilities Commission, 
505 Van Ness Avenue, Room 2000, San Francisco, CA  94102, of any 
change of address to ensure that they continue to receive documents. 
You must indicate the proceeding number on the service list on which 
your name appears. 
 
* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *  
 
The Commission’s policy is to schedule hearings (meetings, workshops, 
etc.) in locations that are accessible to people with disabilities.  To verify 
that a particular location is accessible, call: Calendar Clerk (415) 
703-1203. 
 
If specialized accommodations for the disabled are needed, e.g., sign 
language interpreters, those making the arrangements must call the 
Public Advisor at (415) 703-2074 or TDD# (415) 703-2032 five working 
days in advance of the event. 

 


