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BEFORE THE PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION OF THE STATE OF CALIFORNIA 
 
Order Instituting Rulemaking on the 
Commission’s Own Motion to Adopt New 
Safety and Reliability Regulations for Natural 
Gas Transmission and Distribution Pipelines 
and Related Ratemaking Mechanisms. 
 

 
 

Rulemaking 11-02-019 
(Filed February 24, 2011) 

 

 
 

ASSIGNED COMMISSIONER’S RULING REQUESTING COMMENT ON 
PROPOSAL FROM CONGRESSWOMAN SPEIER, ADDING TOPIC TO 

REPORT FROM PACIFIC GAS AND ELECTRIC COMPANY, AND REVISING 
SCHEDULE FOR FILING COMMENTS ON ORDER INSTITUTING 

RULEMAKING 
 
 

1. Natural Gas Transmission Line Safety Proposals by 
Congresswoman Jackie Speier  

By letter dated April 1, 2011, Congresswoman Jackie Speier presented to 

the Commission a series of recommended actions to improve consumer safety in 

the regulation of natural gas delivery.  The letter is attached to this ruling. 

I find Congresswoman Speier’s proposals to be constructive and 

thoughtful, and would like parties to comment on how best to incorporate these 

proposals into this proceeding.  The prehearing conference in this proceeding is 

scheduled for June 2, 2011, with the scoping memo anticipated shortly thereafter.  

Comments that prioritize and suggest efficient procedural mechanisms for the 

various proposals would be most helpful. 
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Therefore, parties may file and serve comments on the April 1, 2011, letter 

from Congresswoman Speier no later than May 27, 2011. 

2. Additional Topic for April 11, 2011 Report to 
Commission on Gas Transmission Pipeline 
System Examination and Analysis  

Pacific Gas and Electric Company (PG&E) is scheduled to report on 

April 11, 2011 to the Commission on its inspection and examination efforts of its 

gas transmission and distribution system since September 9, 2010.  At the Public 

Participation Hearing in San Bruno on April 5, 2011, we received testimony 

regarding the impacts of vehicular crossings over gas transmission lines that 

have not been protected with double-walled pipe, i.e., putting the transmission 

pipeline within another pipe or “casing.”  PG&E should also address this topic as 

part of its report on April 11, 2011. 

3. Revised Schedule for Filing Comments on OIR 

In the Order Instituting Rulemaking, the Commission requested comments 

from the parties on the issues to be addressed in the rulemaking as well as on 

specific proposed rules.  In a previous assigned Commissioner Ruling, I added 

several topics for comment as well.  The comments were scheduled to be filed on 

April 11, 2011.  The Utility Reform Network has requested that the comments 

filing date  be rescheduled to April 13, 2011, due to the unanticipated oral 

argument also set for April 11, 2011.  The unopposed request is granted.  All 

parties shall file and serve comments on the rulemaking, specific proposed rules, 

and additional topics in my previous ruling no later than April 13, 2011 

IT IS RULED that: 

1. Parties may file and serve comments on the April 1, 2011 letter from 

Congresswoman Jackie Speier attached to this ruling no later than May 27, 2011. 
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2. Pacific Gas and Electric Company shall include in its report to the 

Commission on April 11, 2011, a description of the protections in place for 

vehicular crossings over its natural gas transmission pipelines, and specifically 

whether double piping as described above is present for all such crossings. 

3. All parties shall file and serve comments on the rulemaking, specific 

proposed rules, and additional topics in my previous ruling no later than 

April 13, 2011 

Dated April 7, 2011 at San Francisco, California. 

 
 
 
  /s/ MICHEL PETER FLORIO  

  Michel Peter Florio  
Assigned Commissioner  

 


