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Effective Dates of ManualsEffective Dates of Manuals

++

•• Change List on CA MUTCD web siteChange List on CA MUTCD web site
•• Compares MUTCD 2003 + CA Supplement (May 20, Compares MUTCD 2003 + CA Supplement (May 20, 

2004) to CA MUTCD (September 26, 2006)2004) to CA MUTCD (September 26, 2006)

CA MUTCD Adoption ChangesCA MUTCD Adoption Changes

What is the MUTCD?What is the MUTCD?

National MUTCDNational MUTCD

National standard for National standard for 
all traffic control all traffic control 
devices installed on devices installed on 
any street, highway, or any street, highway, or 
bicycle trail open to bicycle trail open to 
public travel.public travel.
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Types of TCDsTypes of TCDs

•• Signs Signs -- Part 2Part 2

•• Parts 6 Parts 6 -- 10 are TCD usage 10 are TCD usage ““environmentsenvironments””
--Work Zones, School Zones, Bicycle Facilities, Work Zones, School Zones, Bicycle Facilities, 
RR Grade RR Grade XingsXings & LRT & LRT XingsXings

•• Markings Markings -- Part 3Part 3

•• Signals Signals -- Part 4Part 4

CA MUTCD PartsCA MUTCD Parts
•• 1 General1 General
•• 2 Signs2 Signs
•• 3 Markings3 Markings
•• 4 Highway Traffic Signals4 Highway Traffic Signals
•• 5 Traffic Control Devices for Low 5 Traffic Control Devices for Low 

Volume RoadsVolume Roads
•• 6 Temporary Traffic Control6 Temporary Traffic Control
•• 7 Traffic Controls for School Areas7 Traffic Controls for School Areas
•• 8 Traffic Control for Highway8 Traffic Control for Highway--Rail Grade Rail Grade 

CrossingsCrossings
•• 9 Traffic Controls for Bicycle Facilities9 Traffic Controls for Bicycle Facilities
•• 10 Traffic Controls for Highway10 Traffic Controls for Highway--LRT LRT 

Grade CrossingsGrade Crossings

Meeting the MUTCD RequirementMeeting the MUTCD Requirement

•• National MUTCDNational MUTCD

•• National MUTCD + SupplementNational MUTCD + Supplement

•• State MUTCDState MUTCD

++

OROR
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Why the TM or CA MUTCD?Why the TM or CA MUTCD?

ItIt’’s the Law!!!s the Law!!!

Why the TM or CA MUTCD?Why the TM or CA MUTCD?
All TCDs on all All TCDs on all publicpublic streets and highways in CA streets and highways in CA 

must conform to Caltrans adopted rules & must conform to Caltrans adopted rules & 
regulations subject to the provisions of CVC.regulations subject to the provisions of CVC.

Why FHWA doesnWhy FHWA doesn’’t enforce t enforce 
all states?all states?

•• State/Federal Law IssuesState/Federal Law Issues

•• Acceptable modifications are allowed by FHWAAcceptable modifications are allowed by FHWA

•• Purpose is minimum national standard and a Purpose is minimum national standard and a 
uniform template outline to aid uniformityuniform template outline to aid uniformity

•• Flexibility builtFlexibility built--in on purpose to allow for in on purpose to allow for 
differing regional & state demographics and differing regional & state demographics and 
preferences and also to allow engineering preferences and also to allow engineering 
discretiondiscretion
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Who enforces MUTCD?Who enforces MUTCD?
(Who are (Who are ““The Sign PoliceThe Sign Police””?)?)

FHWA responsible for:FHWA responsible for:
•• developing standards contained in MUTCDdeveloping standards contained in MUTCD
•• determining State Supplements and State MUTCDs to be determining State Supplements and State MUTCDs to be 

in in ““substantial conformancesubstantial conformance”” with National MUTCDwith National MUTCD

Caltrans responsible for:Caltrans responsible for:
•• Adopting a State TCD manual that is in substantial Adopting a State TCD manual that is in substantial 

conformanceconformance”” with National MUTCD after consultation with National MUTCD after consultation 
with local agencies and the public of Californiawith local agencies and the public of California

Facility Owner (State/local/private) responsible for:Facility Owner (State/local/private) responsible for:
•• selecting, installing, and maintaining TCDsselecting, installing, and maintaining TCDs

Answer:  The Court SystemAnswer:  The Court System

Why Comply?Why Comply?

-- Highest B/C of any safety improvement (20Highest B/C of any safety improvement (20--60:1)60:1)

-- 29% of tort liability lawsuits related to 29% of tort liability lawsuits related to TCDsTCDs

-- In actual practice, adherence to MUTCD varies In actual practice, adherence to MUTCD varies 
across states and jurisdictions per tort laws and across states and jurisdictions per tort laws and 
exposure and design immunity issues exposure and design immunity issues 
experienceexperience

Traffic Manual StatusTraffic Manual Status

As of May 20, 2004 for TCD topicsAs of May 20, 2004 for TCD topics
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Current Traffic ManualCurrent Traffic Manual

When will TM be obsolete?When will TM be obsolete?

Entire 5/19/04 VersionEntire 5/19/04 Version
Now Available as Archive!!!Now Available as Archive!!!
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Most Current Most Current 
ManualManual

Effective as of 9/26/06, Effective as of 9/26/06, 
to dateto date

Includes:Includes:
-- FHWAFHWA’’ss MUTCD 2003 Revision 1 MUTCD 2003 Revision 1 
dated November 20, 2004dated November 20, 2004

-- MUTCD 2003 California Supplement MUTCD 2003 California Supplement 
dated May 20, 2004dated May 20, 2004

-- All TCD policies approved All TCD policies approved 
after May 20, 2004after May 20, 2004

MUTCD Versions & their MUTCD Versions & their 
applicability in CAapplicability in CA

Version Released Adopted
MUTCD 2000 12/20/00 Never
MUTCD 2000 Errata No. 1 6/20/01 Never
MUTCD 2000 Revision No. 1 12/20/01 Never
MUTCD 2003 11/20/03 5/20/04
MUTCD 2003 Revision No. 1 12/1/04 9/26/06

The MUTCD isnThe MUTCD isn’’t just FHWAt just FHWA’’s s 
opinionopinion……

•• Two meetings per yearTwo meetings per year
•• 200+ volunteers200+ volunteers
•• Different experiences and backgroundsDifferent experiences and backgrounds

(Public, private, vendors)(Public, private, vendors)
•• Different geographic perspectivesDifferent geographic perspectives

•• Analogous to the California Traffic Control Devices Analogous to the California Traffic Control Devices 
Committee (CTCDC)Committee (CTCDC)
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California Traffic Control California Traffic Control 
Devices Committee (CTCDC)Devices Committee (CTCDC)

•• CVC 21400: consult with local authoritiesCVC 21400: consult with local authorities

•• Considers proposals for new or nonConsiders proposals for new or non--standard TCDsstandard TCDs

•• RepresentsRepresents: : 
–– Local Agencies (Cities & Counties)Local Agencies (Cities & Counties)

–– Public (Auto clubs) Public (Auto clubs) 

–– Enforcement (CHP)Enforcement (CHP)

–– CaltransCaltrans

•• Meets 3 to 4 times a yearMeets 3 to 4 times a year

•• Next Meeting on 6/7/07 in San DiegoNext Meeting on 6/7/07 in San Diego

California Traffic Control California Traffic Control 
Devices Committee (CTCDC)Devices Committee (CTCDC)

•• FarhadFarhad MansourianMansourian, Chairman, Marin County, Chairman, Marin County
•• HamidHamid BahadoriBahadori, Vice Chairman, ACSC, Vice Chairman, ACSC
•• Mike Bauer, CaltransMike Bauer, Caltrans
•• Merry Banks, CSAAMerry Banks, CSAA
•• Jacob Jacob BabicoBabico, San Bernardino County, San Bernardino County
•• Capt. Joe Capt. Joe WhitefordWhiteford, CHP, CHP
•• Ed von Ed von BorstelBorstel, City of Modesto, City of Modesto
•• HamidHamid BahadoriBahadori, ACSC, ACSC
•• Devinder Singh, Secretary, CaltransDevinder Singh, Secretary, Caltrans

MUTCD Applies toMUTCD Applies to……..?..?

FreewaysFreeways
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MUTCD Applies toMUTCD Applies to……..?..?

Residential StreetsResidential Streets

MUTCD Applies ToMUTCD Applies To……..?..?

PrivatelyPrivately--owned parking lotowned parking lot …………Open to the public?Open to the public?

How aboutHow about……??

Only if local agency passes an ordinance to bring it Only if local agency passes an ordinance to bring it 
under the purview of CVC, thereby extending it to under the purview of CVC, thereby extending it to 
Caltrans adopted rules & regulationsCaltrans adopted rules & regulations

TCD Standards TCD Standards -- Private PropertyPrivate Property
(California(California’’s Position)s Position)



10

YouYou’’ve got to be kidding!ve got to be kidding!

If not open to Public TravelIf not open to Public Travel……..

““Open to Public TravelOpen to Public Travel””
12/14/06 FR Final Rule, 23 CFR 655.603(a) the phrase 12/14/06 FR Final Rule, 23 CFR 655.603(a) the phrase 

''open to public travel'':''open to public travel'':

IncludesIncludes: : 
Toll roads & roads within shopping centers, parking Toll roads & roads within shopping centers, parking 

lots, airports, sports arenas, & other privately owned lots, airports, sports arenas, & other privately owned 
business and recreation facilities where public is business and recreation facilities where public is 
allowed to travel without access restrictions.allowed to travel without access restrictions.

Does Not IncludeDoes Not Include::
Military bases & other gated properties where access Military bases & other gated properties where access 

is restricted and private railroad grade crossings.is restricted and private railroad grade crossings.
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CA MUTCD Hardcopies?CA MUTCD Hardcopies?
•• Caltrans not publishingCaltrans not publishing
•• Not CopyrightedNot Copyrighted
•• Anyone free to reproduceAnyone free to reproduce

CA MUTCD StandCA MUTCD Stand--Alone DocsAlone Docs

Copyright ?Copyright ?
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GoogleGoogle……
California California 
MUTCD MUTCD 

CA MUTCD CA MUTCD 
ContactsContacts

Interim Approvals Status in CA?Interim Approvals Status in CA?
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Training Available?Training Available?……YES!!!YES!!!
Simply for the askingSimply for the asking…… upon request upon request 

to any CA entity per need and topicto any CA entity per need and topic

Upcoming TrainingsUpcoming Trainings

FormatFormat
SamplesSamples

in in 
Intro.Intro.
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Format Format –– Each pageEach page

Format Format -- TextText

CA TextCA Text

National MUTCD TextNational MUTCD Text
Edited by CAEdited by CA

National MUTCD TextNational MUTCD Text

Blue lineBlue line
Indicates Indicates 
CA EditsCA Edits

Format Format –– Figures & TablesFigures & Tables
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Format Format –– Figures & TablesFigures & Tables

Format Format –– Figures & TablesFigures & Tables

Format Format –– SectionsSections
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Format Format –– FiguresFigures

Format Format –– Content SequenceContent Sequence

11

22

33

Text HeadingsText Headings

•• Standard (Standard (““shallshall””) ) –– required; mandatory required; mandatory 
or prohibitive or prohibitive -- no exceptionsno exceptions

•• Guidance (Guidance (““shouldshould””) ) –– recommended; recommended; 
engineering judgment or studyengineering judgment or study

•• Option (Option (““maymay””) ) –– permissivepermissive

•• Support Support -- informational statementinformational statement
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Text HeadingsText Headings

LetLet’’s talk about the TCD s talk about the TCD 
Exception ProcessException Process……

THERE ISNTHERE ISN’’T ONE!!!T ONE!!!

•• Standard: No DeviationsStandard: No Deviations

•• Guidance: May deviate based on your Guidance: May deviate based on your 
engineering engineering judgementjudgement or studyor study

-- Good idea to documentGood idea to document

Compliance Compliance –– for Projectsfor Projects

Projects in DesignProjects in Design

•• DEFAULT:DEFAULT:
–– All All TCDsTCDs shall be in compliance with CA MUTCD.shall be in compliance with CA MUTCD.

•• EXCEPTION:EXCEPTION:
–– If significant delay or increase in project cost per If significant delay or increase in project cost per 

engineering judgment, OK to use previous engineering judgment, OK to use previous 
manualsmanuals
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Compliance Compliance –– for Projectsfor Projects

Projects in ConstructionProjects in Construction

•• DEFAULT:DEFAULT:
–– All All TCDsTCDs shall be in compliance with CA MUTCD shall be in compliance with CA MUTCD 

before opening to traffic.before opening to traffic.

•• EXCEPTION:EXCEPTION:
–– If significant delay or increase in project cost per If significant delay or increase in project cost per 

engineering judgment, OK to use previous engineering judgment, OK to use previous 
manualsmanuals

Compliance Compliance –– TCDsTCDs on on 
Existing RoadwaysExisting Roadways

•• On Roadways:On Roadways: All nonAll non--compliant compliant TCDsTCDs
can remain in use through end of useful can remain in use through end of useful 
service life (USL).service life (USL).

•• In Inventory:In Inventory: Any nonAny non--compliant compliant TCDsTCDs
can be used to replace existing TCD, if can be used to replace existing TCD, if 
purchased prior to issuance of TCD purchased prior to issuance of TCD 
manual (that deleted it), until inventory manual (that deleted it), until inventory 
depletion.depletion.

How to determine end of How to determine end of ‘‘USLUSL’’
For Now:For Now:
Engineering Engineering JudgementJudgement

In FutureIn Future::
Minimum Levels of Minimum Levels of 
RetroreflectivityRetroreflectivity
are being proposedare being proposed
(was open for public comment (was open for public comment 
thru 11/06/06) thru 11/06/06) 
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•• If reconstruction project does not If reconstruction project does not 
modify or relocate a particular TCD, no modify or relocate a particular TCD, no 
obligation obligation (it is encouraged)(it is encouraged) to upgrade to upgrade 
regardless of nature of project.regardless of nature of project.

•• 20 specific existing R and W signs have 20 specific existing R and W signs have 
to be replaced by certain dates. to be replaced by certain dates. 

Compliance Compliance –– TCDsTCDs on on 
Existing RoadwaysExisting Roadways

Target Compliance DatesTarget Compliance Dates

All FHWA Dates DeletedAll FHWA Dates Deleted

Deleted Signs Deleted Signs –– w/ Target Compliance Dates w/ Target Compliance Dates 
Figure & Table IFigure & Table I--101(CA) 101(CA) 
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Deleted Signs Deleted Signs –– with Target Compliance Dates with Target Compliance Dates 
Figure & Table IFigure & Table I--101(CA)101(CA)

Signs Needing ComplianceSigns Needing Compliance……
CA SW1-1 sign (Color is B/Y)

With alternate messages
TRAFFIC FROM LEFT (RIGHT) 

DOES NOT STOP 
or ONCOMING TRAFFIC 

DOES NOT STOP

Use MUTCD 2003 W4Use MUTCD 2003 W4--4P4P
(No Arrow)(No Arrow)

MUTCD 2000 W4-4P
CA Policy: Arrow points in direction that
non-stopping traffic is moving
MUTCD Policy:Arrow points in direction from 
which non-stopping traffic is approaching

Deleted CA Signs Deleted CA Signs –– Table ITable I--102(CA) 102(CA) 
No Target Compliance Dates No Target Compliance Dates 

Included in Intro as reference and verification of their deletedIncluded in Intro as reference and verification of their deleted statusstatus
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Deleted MUTCD Signs Deleted MUTCD Signs –– Table ITable I--103(CA) 103(CA) 
No Target Compliance Dates No Target Compliance Dates 

Effect on existing TCD: Example 1Effect on existing TCD: Example 1

TM 1996TM 1996
R16B(CA)R16B(CA)

CA MUTCDCA MUTCD
R3R3--11

•• CA MUTCD compliance date: 1/1/10.CA MUTCD compliance date: 1/1/10.
•• Not OK thru end of USL as 1/1/10 date is Not OK thru end of USL as 1/1/10 date is 

applicableapplicable
•• Not OK to use R16B(CA) from inventory as Not OK to use R16B(CA) from inventory as 

existing signs to be removed as well by 1/1/10existing signs to be removed as well by 1/1/10

Effect on existing TCD: Example 2Effect on existing TCD: Example 2

MUTCD MUTCD 
20002000 CA CA 

MUTCDMUTCD

•• MUTCD Compliance 12/22/13MUTCD Compliance 12/22/13
•• CA MUTCD deletes MUTCD dateCA MUTCD deletes MUTCD date
•• OK to remain thru end of USLOK to remain thru end of USL
•• Use new sign if modifying or relocating Use new sign if modifying or relocating 

unless previous design still in inventoryunless previous design still in inventory

W4W4--22


