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COMMENTS OF CENTER FOR SUSTAINABLE ENERGY
ON ASSIGNED COMMISSIONER’S RULING ON TRACK 3 ISSUES

Pursuant to the Assigned Commissioner’s Ruling on Track 3 Issues, issued on
August 9, 2016 (Ruling), the Center for Sustainable Energy (CSE) respectfully offers
comments on the following topics:

L Support for Proposed Sub-Tracks
II. Addressing Data Access Issues
III.  Addressing Utility Roles and Business Models Issues

The Center for Sustainable Energy® (CSE) works to accelerate the transition to a
sustainable world powered by clean energy. Our clean energy future depends on a strong,
low-carbon economy that provides abundant jobs and business opportunities, a high
quality of life and a clean, healthy environment. To bring about such a future, each of us
must make wise choices now. CSE empowers families and communities to participate in
the achievement of their clean energy goals by providing them with information, incentives
and opportunities to help make these choices easier. We work with policy makers, public
agencies, local governments, utilities, business and civic leaders and individuals to

transform the energy marketplace and beyond.

I. Support for Proposed Sub-Tracks

CSE supports the Commission’s proposal to reduce the list off issues to be addressed
in Track 3, enabling the Commission and stakeholders to delve into a few essential topics.
Further, supports the Commission’s proposal to retain the issues of DER adoption and
distribution load forecasting, grid modernization investments, and integration of DRP into

planning and cost recovery processes.

In particular, CSE has strongly supported the inclusion of DER Adoption and
Distribution Load Forecasting as an issue for the DRP proceeding to focus on through
comments throughout the proceeding. In addition to these comments, CSE proposed an
additional pilot project in Track 2 of this proceeding that would demonstrate how

incorporation of local government planning data would improve forecasting of DER
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adoption and distribution loads.!

However, as we explain further below, CSE urges the Commission to explicitly
address how and when two specific issues removed from the scope of Track 3 will be

addressed by this proceeding or another proceeding.

IL. Addressing Data Access Issues

In the February 2015 Distribution Resources Plans Guidance Ruling, the
Commission concluded, “Many of the above sections require various amounts and types of
data to be transferred between the Utilities and third parties... The type of data that will be
shared depends necessarily on the proposed use of the data, and what the use of the data
enables, for customers, the market, and the Utility.” (Attachment at 7)

CSE strongly agrees with this point, and requests that the Commission clarify how
data access issues will be addressed by this proceeding and the Integrated Distributed
Energy Resources proceeding. There were several use cases implicated in the data access
workshop held under this proceeding this spring, and we await direction from the
Commission on which of those data access use cases will be addressed by a Commission
decision in either this proceeding or another forum, what additional opportunities for
discussion and comments will be available to inform the record, and when to expect

decisions on data access issues.

CSE proposes that the Commission explicitly include the following data access use

cases in Track 3 of this proceeding under a new Sub-track 4:

1. Utility data sharing to foster stakeholder engagement in assessing proposed and

potential Grid Modernization Investments (Track 3, Sub-track 2 issue), including;:
a. Utility-identified needs
b. Utility-proposed investments

c. Stakeholder-identified opportunities for DERs to support DER integration

and to provide net grid benefits

2. Local government data sharing to inform forecasts of DER Adoption and

! At the Track 2 hearing on August 10, Mark Esguerra, on behalf of Pacific Gas & Electric,
supported this point, stating that CSE’s proposed pilot would include working with local
governments to get more detailed info behind their forecasts, where they expect DERs, and get
this information embedded into the utility forecasts.
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Distribution Load (Track 3, Sub-track 1 issue)

3. Utility data sharing to inform local governments” DER plans and policies

Similarly, we request that the Commission issue an updated scoping memo in the
Integration of Distributed Energy Resources (IDER) Proceeding that includes the following
data access use case and provides an updated schedule that outlines when this topic will be

discussed and determined.

4. Mechanisms for allowing access to customer data, including the extension of
Decision 16-06-008 issued on June 9, 2016 on “click-through” enrollment for
Demand Response to serve as a universal solution that would apply to all fuel
types and energy programs, including, but not limited to, demand response,
energy efficiency, solar, energy storage, microgrids, and building energy

management.

While mechanisms for allowing access to customer data have been discussed in the
Competitive Solicitations Framework Working Group subgroups, we have learned from
our allies that there were no specifics about what data is needed for what purposes, and
what data would be available to which parties.

III.  Addressing Utility Roles and Business Models Issues

The Ruling propose to remove Issue 6 on “Utility role, business models, and
financial interest with respect to DER deployment” from Track 3 of this proceeding, stating
that it has been or will be addressed in the IDER proceeding.

This issue remains integral to decisions that we make concerning Grid
Modernization Investments and Data Access. The roles of utilities and third parties in
distribution planning, ownership of DERs, operations of DERs and communications with
DERs will greatly affect how we invest in grid modernization, as well as the data access use
cases we must address.

While CSE understands that the IDER proceeding is considering one pilot to explore
a single approach to addressing this issue, we urge the Commission to continue to provide
a forum to consider other approaches to defining the utility role, business models and
financial interest with respect to DER deployment. CSE supports either the inclusion of a

CSE Comments Track 3 Ruling August 22, 2016 4



R.14-08-013 et al.

sub-track 5 in Track 3 of this proceeding to explore this issue, or an updated scoping memo
and schedule in the IDER proceeding that explicitly includes this issue.

The Center for Sustainable Energy appreciates the opportunity to provide these

recommendations.
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