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Scoping Memo Information for (New) Applications 
(Rule 2.1(c), Rule 1.3 and Article 7) 

A. Category 1 (Check the category that is most appropriate) 

 ˜ Adjudicatory - “Adjudicatory” proceedings are: (1) enforcement  
Investigations into possible violations of any provision of statutory law or 
order or rule of the Commission; and (2) complaints against regulated 
entities, including those complaints that challenge the accuracy of a bill, but 
excluding those complaints that challenge the reasonableness of rates or 
charges, past, present, or future. 

 ˜ Ratesetting – “Ratesetting” proceedings are proceedings in
which the Commission sets or investigates rates for a specifically named 
utility (or utilities), or establishes a mechanism that in turn sets the rates for 
a specifically named utility (or utilities). “Ratesetting” proceedings include 
complaints that challenge the reasonableness of rates or charges, past, 
present, or future. Other proceedings may also be categorized as 
ratesetting when they do not clearly fit into one category. 

   ˜ Quasi-Legislative – “Quasi-Legislative” proceedings are 
proceedings that establish policy or rules (including generic ratemaking 
policy or rules) affecting a class of regulated entities, including those 
proceedings in which the Commission investigates rates or practices for an 
entire regulated industry or class of entities within the industry. 

B.  Are Hearings Necessary? Yes  No

If “yes,” identify the material disputed factual issues on which 
hearings should be held, and the general nature of the evidence to be 
introduced 

1 See, California Public Utilities Commission Rules of Practice and Procedure, Rule 2.1(c), Rule 1.3 and Article 7. 
(http://www.cpuc.ca.gov/PUC/Practitioner/Library.htm) Rev. June 2013 
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Are Public Witness Hearings Necessary?  Yes  No

Public witness hearings are set up for the purpose of getting input from the 
general public and any entity that will not be a party to the proceeding. 
Such input usually involves presenting written or oral statements to the 
presiding officer, not sworn testimony. Public witness statements are not 
subject to cross-examination. 
 
C. Issues–List here the specific issues that need to be addressed in the 

proceeding. 
 

D. Schedule (Even if you checked “No” in B., above) Should the 
Commission decide to hold hearings, indicate here the proposed 
schedule for completing the proceeding within 12 months (if categorized 
as “Adjudicatory”) or 18 months (if categorized as “Ratesetting” or 
“Quasi-Legislative”). 

The schedule should include proposed dates for the following events as 
needed: 
 
 ASAP       Prehearing Conference 
  Hearings

Briefs due 
  Submission 
  Proposed Decision (90 days after submission
  Final Decision (60 days after proposed decision is mailed) 
 
Docket Office Note: The above information should be set forth either in the text of 
the application or, if this form is used, it should be inserted into the application packet 
after the signature(s) of the filer, but immediately prior to the commencement of any 
exhibits.
 

End of Scoping Memo Information for (New) Applications  Doc  344905 Access 
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RAMONA AVENUE EXTENSION – 

AT-GRADE CORSSING OF PLACERVILLE LEAD 

EXHIBIT “A” 

GENERAL INFORMATION 

Project Location 

The Ramona Avenue crossing is located on the Placerville Industrial Lead (PIL) approximately 200-
feet from where the PIL switches from the Union Pacific Railroad (UPRR) main line track.  This 
switching point is also under the existing United States Route 50 (US 50), Brighton Overhead.  UPRR 
still owns the first 240-feet (approximately) of the PIL track.  The remaining 53 miles of the PIL track 
is owned by the Sacramento Placerville Transportation Corridor- Joint Powers Authority (SPTC-
JPA), however, the UPRR has perpetual rights to conduct freight operations over the track. 

The Ramona Avenue Extension Project is located in the City of Sacramento, California, near Folsom 
Boulevard between 65th Street and Howe Avenue. The project is planned to be constructed in two 
phases. In the first phase, Ramona Avenue will be extended from its existing terminus at Brighton 
Avenue to a new intersection at Folsom Boulevard. This extension will require a new at-grade 
crossing of the PIL heavy rail track. The new roadway will include two lanes, one in each direction, 
bike lanes in both directions and a sidewalk on the east side of the roadway. The second phase will 
widen Ramona Avenue south of Brighton Avenue to Cucamonga Avenue.  

The closest existing railroad crossing on the Placerville Industrial Lead is DOT crossing No.
753512W at Power Inn Road, approximately 0.7 miles to the east of the proposed Ramona
Avenue crossing
The Ramona Avenue crossing would be the first crossing on the Placerville Industrial Lead after
switching from the UPRR mainline.  The closest existing UPRR crossing is DOT crossing No.
761738D, Brighton Overhead, MP 41.74. The proposed Ramona Avenue crossing is 80-feet east
of UPRR MP 41.72.

Public Need 

The extension of Ramona Avenue has been studied extensively and the current alignment is the most 
practical option to meet the needs of the City of Sacramento and the California State University, 
Sacramento (CSUS) campus. The project alignment was first identified in the Southeast Area 
Transportation (SEAT) Study which was approved by the Sacramento City Council in 1999. The 
extension of Ramona Avenue was cited in the study as a key improvement to enhance pedestrian and 
vehicular connectivity to the north and south of US 50 adjacent to the CSUS campus. In 2008, the 
City entered into a Memorandum of Understanding with CSUS that established the extension of 
Ramona Avenue as a necessity for the University’s future development plans south of US 50. The 
project was again identified in the 65th Street Station Area Study which was approved in 2010. The 
transit oriented development identified in the 65th Street Station Area Study emphasizes the need for 



a convenient north-south connection for shoppers, employees, students and residents across the 
existing pedestrian and vehicular barriers that are currently caused  by US 50, Sacramento Regional 
Transit District (SacRT) Gold Line and the UPRR mainline facilities. 

Alternate alignments for the Ramona Avenue extension to avoid an at-grade crossing have been 
studied dating back to the original SEAT study in 1999. Most recently, the City received input from 
the public during the environmental review process for the project to further study these alternatives. 
None of the practical alternatives to serve CSUS eliminated the at-grade crossing of the PIL. 

Why a grade separated facility is not feasible 

Many existing constraints prevent the Ramona Avenue alignment from avoiding an at-grade crossing 
of the PIL including the UPRR Fresno Subdivision, US 50, and SacRT.  The Ramona Avenue 
alignment location cannot move west due to the Fresno Subdivision tracks. If the alignment moved to 
the east, Ramona Avenue would create a new at-grade crossing of SacRT, which has many more 
daily train movements than the PIL, and still require an at-grade crossing of the PIL. With this limited 
amount of space to move to the east or west and connect to Folsom Boulevard, the most feasible 
alignment avoids the Fresno Subdivision tracks, SacRT, and cross under the existing US 50 overhead.   

An underpass alternative was evaluated. The 500-foot distance between the PIL and Folsom 
Boulevard is insufficient to provide grades and curves that would meet the desired 40 mph design 
speed. In addition, an underpass would potentially impact the structure footings for both the US 50 
Brighton Overhead (Caltrans bridge number 24-289 R/L) and the SacRT structure (Bridge number 
24X-0003).   

An overhead is not feasible because the roadway would need to pass over the already elevated SacRT 
line, US 50, and SMUD 115kV overhead electric.  There is not sufficient distance for the roadway 
profile to reach grade before the desired Folsom Boulevard roadway conform.     

Other Project Information

The design speed for vehicular traffic on Ramona Avenue is 40 mph. UPRR currently operates 4
trains a week on the PIL with a range in speed from 10mph to 25mph. The SPTC- JPA is
authorized to run up to 6 trains a week, however is not currently operating trains on this portion
of their track.
Safety features of the crossing are shown in Exhibit “C”
Plan and Profile information for the crossing is provided in Exhibit “F”
UPRR has conceptually approved the project. They will allow the project to proceed as soon as
the Sacramento City Council approves the closure of crossing No. 833633H on mainline UPRR at
C Street. The City has also committed to providing diagnostic meetings for up to 5 other UPRR
crossings. See Exhibit “E”.
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