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BEFORE THE PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION OF THE STATE OF CALIFORNIA 
 
In the Matter of the Application of Southern 
California Edison Company (U338E) for a 
Permit to Construct Electrical Substation 
Facilities with Voltage over 50 kV: Mesa 500 kV 
Substation Project.. 

 
 

Application 15-03-003 
(Filed March 13, 2015) 

 
 

ADMINISTRATIVE LAW JUDGE’S RULING SETTING PREHEARING 
CONFERENCE; GIVING NOTICE OF ANTICIPATED ISSUES AND ALL 

PARTY MEETING 

This ruling sets a prehearing conference in the above-entitled matter before 

Commissioner Liane M. Randolph and Administrative Law Judge  

Gerald F. Kelly, for Friday, November 4, 2016, at 10:00 a.m., in the Commission’s 

Los Angeles Hearing Room located at the Junipero Serra State Office Building 

Hearing Room, 320 West 4th Street, Suite 500, Los Angeles, California 90013 to 

determine the parties, positions of the parties, issues, and other procedural 

matters. 

Anticipated Scope of Issues 

By this application, Southern California Edison Company (SCE) seeks a 

permit to construct the Mesa 500 kilovolt (kV) Substation Project to rebuild and 

upgrade a substation and associated infrastructure in the Western Los Angeles 

basin.  Pursuant to General Order 131-D, SCE may not proceed with its proposed 

project absent the Commission’s determination that the project complies with the 

California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA) and with the Commission’s 

policies requiring the use of low-cost and no-cost measures to mitigate 

electromagnetic field effects (EMF). 

CEQA requires the lead agency (the Commission in this case) to conduct a 

review to identify the environmental impacts of the project, and ways to avoid or 

FILED
10-06-16
11:53 AM



A.15-03-003  GK1/ek4 
 
 

- 2 - 

reduce environmental damage, for consideration in the determination of whether 

to approve the project, a project alternative, or no project.  If the initial study 

shows that the proposed project will not have a significant environmental impact 

or if the project proponent agrees to mitigation measures that will reduce all 

environmental impacts to less than significant levels, then the lead agency shall 

prepare a negative declaration or mitigated negative declaration.  Otherwise, the 

lead agency shall prepare an environmental impact report (EIR) that identifies 

the environmental impacts of the proposed project and alternatives, designs a 

recommended mitigation program to reduce any potentially significant impacts, 

and identifies, from an environmental perspective, the preferred project 

alternative. 

In this case, the Commission’s Energy Division determined that an EIR is 

necessary and issued a draft EIR on April 29, 2016.  The Commission may not 

approve the project unless it requires all of the identified mitigation measures, 

unless they are found to be infeasible, and determines that there are overriding 

considerations that merit project approval despite the unmitigable 

environmental impacts. (CEQA Guidelines Articles 6 and 7.) 

Accordingly, I anticipate the issues to be determined in this proceeding 

will be: 

1. What are the significant environmental impacts of the 
proposed project? 

2. Are there potentially feasible mitigation measures that will 
eliminate or lessen the significant environmental impacts? 

3. As between the proposed project and the project 
alternatives, which is environmentally superior? 

4. Are the mitigation measures and/or environmentally 
superior project alternatives infeasible? 
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5. To the extent that the proposed project and/or project 
alternatives result in significant and unavoidable impacts, 
are there overriding considerations that nevertheless merit 
Commission approval of the proposed project or project 
alternative? 

6. Was the EIR completed in compliance with CEQA, did the 
Commission review and consider the EIR prior to 
approving the project or a project alternative, and does the 
EIR reflect the Commission’s independent judgment? 

7. Is the proposed project and/or project alternative designed 
in compliance with the Commission’s policies governing 
the mitigation of EMF effects using low-cost and no-cost 
measures? 

8.  Are there any safety issues in this proceeding? 

Parties will have a further opportunity to address the scope of issues at the 

prehearing conference. 

As will be further explained at the prehearing conference, I do not 

anticipate taking evidence regarding environmental impacts and ways to avoid 

or reduce them (i.e., items 1, 2, and 3, above), beyond the draft and final EIRs.  

The Commission’s Energy Division has afforded the opportunity for public 

review and comment on the draft EIR as required by CEQA.  Public comments 

will be included in the final EIR which, upon completion, be received into the 

record of this proceeding. 

Transcripts and Contact Information 

Parties desiring expedited or daily transcripts should advise the Chief 

Hearing Reporter by telephone at (415) 703-2288, no later than three days prior to 

the first day of hearing. 

If you have questions about the hearing date, time, or place, call the 

Calendar Clerk at (415) 703-1203. 
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Notice of All-Party Meeting 

Pursuant to Public Utilities (Pub. Util.) Code § 1701.3(c), notice is hereby 

given that Commissioner Liane M. Randolph will hold an All-Party meeting1 

regarding Application (A.) 15-03-003.  The meeting will take place on  

Friday, November 4, 2016 from 2:00 p.m. to 3:00 p.m.  The meeting will be held at 

the Southern California Edison Mesa substation located in Monterey Park, 

California.  Parties who wish to attend and speak at the All-Party Meeting must 

send an RSVP to Commissioner Randolph’s office by emailing with the name of 

the party or representative along with a contact phone number and email 

address.  RSVP must be received by noon on Friday, October 28, 2016.   

If the Commissioner intends to use an agenda during the All-Party 

meeting, it will be e-mailed to the service list.  If you have any questions, please 

contact Leuwam Tesfai, Advisor to Commissioner Randolph, by electronic mail 

at leuwam.tesfai@cpuc.ca.gov or at (415)703-2403. 

IT IS SO RULED. 

Dated October 6, 2016, at San Francisco, California. 

 
 
  /s/  GERALD KELLY 

  Gerald Kelly 
Administrative Law Judge 

 

                                              
1  This All-Party Meeting will also be noticed on the California Public Utilities Commission’s 
Daily Calendar.  A quorum of Commissioners and/or their staff may attend All-Party Meetings. 


