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SETTLEMENT AGREEMENT 
 

In order to avoid the costs and risks of further litigation and to expeditiously resolve this 

matter, the Safety and Enforcement Division of the California Public Utilities Commission 

(SED), and Global Telco Group, Inc. and its predecessors, successors, affiliates, and assigns 

(“Global Telco” or “Applicant”) hereby agree upon the following terms for the settlement 

(“Settlement”) of SED’s Protest of Global Telco’s Application for Registration as an 

interexchange carrier telephone corporation, A.13-04-018 (“Application”), pursuant to 

provisions of Public Utilities Code Section 1013.   

I. JOINT FACTUAL STATEMENT 

 1. Global Telco Group, Inc. is a corporation operating and existing under the laws of 

the State of California, registered with the State on October 6, 2008.   Global Telco offers for 

sale prepaid phone cards providing international calling services.     

2. Global Telco acknowledges that it began providing prepaid phone card services in 

California on April 2, 2009. Global Telco has two owners each with 50% share: Kamal Sandhu 

and Gurinder Sandhu. Global Telco distributes its cards through Globe Tel Communications, 

Inc. (GTC), also owned by Kamal Sandhu and Gurinder Sandhu with the same share percentage.  

GTC acts as the exclusive distributor of Global Telco’s prepaid phone cards.  It distributes the 

prepaid cards to liquor stores, gas stations, convenience stores and other locations.  

3. On August 28, 2012, SED staff found two Global Telco prepaid phone cards 

named “Todo Latino” and “Figi” at Fremont Center Liquor store located at 2505 E. Fremont St, 

Stockton, CA 95205.  SED verified that Global Telco did not have Commission authority to 

operate in California, and then notified the Communication Division (CD) of that fact. 

A.13-04-018  ALJ/SPT/jt2 
A-1 PROPOSED DECISION

jt2
Typewritten Text
Attachment A

jt2
Typewritten Text

jt2
Typewritten Text



 

 2 

4. On January 15, 2013, CD sent Global Telco a letter requesting the Applicant 

cease and desist operating in California or apply for operating authority.  Global Telco filed 

A.13-04-018 on April 4, 2013, an application for a Certificate of Public Convenience and 

Necessity (CPCN) to provide limited facilities-based, resold interexchange telecommunications 

services in California.     The Application appeared on the Commission’s Daily Calendar on May 

3, 2013. 

5. After reviewing Global Telco’s Application, and based on the evidence already in 

SED’s possession, SED protested the Application on June 3, 2013.  SED’s Protest alleged Global 

Telco violated Sections 885-886 of the PU Code by operating without authority and Rule 1.1 of 

the Commission’s Rules of Practice and Procedure by failing to disclose that fact in its 

Application. 

II. AGREEMENT 

6. Acknowledgement.  Global Telco acknowledges that Public Utilities Code section 

885 requires prepaid calling card companies to comply with the Commission registration 

requirements, and that Global Telco failed to obtain the required authority prior to its prepaid 

calling cards being sold to California consumers.  Global Telco states that it will fully meet its 

regulatory and legal obligations and its responsibilities to its customers and members of the 

public in California in the future.  

7. Penalty Payment.  In order to resolve the legal issues raised by SED in its Protest, 

Global Telco will pay $12,500 to the State of California General Fund within 30 calendar days of 

the date of the Commission’s approval of this Agreement.   
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IV. GENERAL PROVISIONS 

8. Scope and Effect of Agreement.  This Agreement represents a full and final 

resolution of SED’s Protest, and the matters giving rise thereto.    The parties understand that 

this Settlement Agreement is subject to approval by the Commission.  As soon as practicable 

after the Parties have signed the Settlement Agreement, a Motion for Commission Approval and 

Adoption of the Settlement Agreement will be filed.  The Parties agree to support the Settlement 

Agreement, recommend that the Commission approve it in its entirety without change and use 

their best efforts to secure Commission approval of it in its entirety without modification.   The 

Parties agree that, if the Commission fails to adopt the Settlement Agreement in its entirety 

without material change, the Parties shall convene a settlement conference within 15 days thereof 

to discuss whether they can resolve any issues raised by the Commission’s actions.  If the Parties 

cannot mutually agree to resolve the issues raised by the Commission’s actions, the Settlement 

Agreement shall be rescinded and the Parties shall be released from their obligation to support 

this Settlement Agreement.  Thereafter, the Parties may pursue any action they deem appropriate, 

but agree to cooperate to establish a procedural schedule for the remainder of the proceeding.  

9. Successors.  This Agreement and all covenants set forth herein shall be binding 

upon and shall inure to the benefit of the respective Parties hereto, their successors, heirs, 

assigns, partners, representatives, executors, administrators, subsidiary companies, divisions, 

units, agents, attorneys, officers, and directors. 

10. Knowing and Voluntary Execution.  The Parties acknowledge each has read this 

Agreement, that each fully understands the rights, duties and privileges created hereunder, and 

that each enters this Agreement freely and voluntarily.   
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11. Authority to Execute Agreement.  The undersigned acknowledge and covenant 

that they have been duly authorized to execute this Agreement on behalf of their respective 

principals and that such execution is made within the course and scope of their respective agency 

or employment. 

12. Entire Agreement.  The Parties expressly acknowledge that the consideration 

recited in this Agreement is the sole and only consideration of this Agreement, and that no 

representations, promises, or inducements have been made by the Parties or any director, officer, 

employee, or agent thereof other than as set forth expressly in this Agreement. 

13. Choice of Law.  This Agreement shall be governed by and interpreted in 

accordance with the laws of the State of California and the rules, regulations and General Orders 

of the California Public Utilities Commission. 

14. Execution in Counterparts.  This Agreement may be executed by any of the 

Parties in counterparts with the same effect as if all Parties had signed one and the same 

document.  All such counterparts shall be deemed to be an original and shall together constitute 

one and the same Agreement.  A signature transmitted by facsimile shall be regarded as an 

original signature. 
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ATTACHMENT B 
 

REQUIREMENTS APPLICABLE TO COMPETITIVE LOCAL EXCHANGE 
CARRIERS AND INTEREXCHANGE CARRIERS 

 
1. Applicant must file, in this docket with reference to this decision number,1 

a written acceptance of the certificate granted in this proceeding within 30 days 

of the effective date of this order. 

2. Applicant is subject to the following fees and surcharges that must be 

regularly remitted.  Per the instructions in Exhibit E to Decision (D.) 00-10-028, 

the Combined California PUC Telephone Surcharge Transmittal Form must be 

submitted even if the amount due is $0.  In accordance with Decision 13-05-035, 

applicant must pay a minimum user fee of $100.00 or 0.18% of gross intrastate 

revenue whichever is greater. 

a. The Universal Lifeline Telephone Service Trust 
Administrative Committee Fund (Pub. Util. Code § 879); 

b. The California Relay Service and Communications Devices 
Fund (Pub. Util. Code § 2881; D.98-12-073); 

c. The California High Cost Fund-A (Pub. Util. Code § 739.3; 
D.96-10-066, at 3-4, App. B, Rule 1.C); 

d. The California High Cost Fund-B (D.96-10-066, at 191, 
App. B, Rule 6.F.; D.07-12-054); 

e. The California Advanced Services Fund (D.07-12-054); 

f. The California Teleconnect Fund (D.96-10-066, at 88, 
App. B, Rule 8.G). 

g. The User Fee provided in Pub. Util. Code §§ 431-435. 

Note:  These fees change periodically.  In compliance with 
Resolution T-16901, December 2, 2004, Applicant must check 

                                              
1  Written acceptance filed in this docket does not reopen the proceeding. 
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the joint tariff for surcharges and fees filed by Pacific Bell 
Telephone Company (dba AT&T California) and apply the 
current surcharge and fee amounts in that joint tariff on 
end-user bills until further revised.  Current and historical 
surcharge rates can be found at 
http://www.cpuc.ca.gov/PUC/Telco/Consumer+Informatio
n/surcharges.htm.  

 Carriers must report and remit CPUC telephone 
program surcharges online using the CPUC 
Telecommunications and User Fees Filing System 
(TUFFS).  Information and instructions for online 
reporting and payment of surcharges are available at 
http://www.cpuc.ca.gov/PUC/Telco/Information+for
+providing+service/Surcharge+Remittance.htm.  To 
request a user ID and password for TUFFS online filing 
and for questions, please e-mail 
Telco_surcharges@cpuc.ca.gov.  

 Carriers must file and pay the PUC User Fee (see above 
item 2g) upon receiving the User Fee statement sent by 
the Commission.  User Fees cannot be reported or paid 
online.  Instructions for reporting filing are available at 
http://www.cpuc.ca.gov/PUC/Telco/Information+for
+providing+service/userfee.htm.  Please call (415) 
703-2470 for questions regarding User Fee reporting and 
payment. 

3. Applicant is a competitive local exchange carrier (CLC).  The effectiveness 

of its future tariffs is subject to the requirements of General Order 96-B and the 

Telecommunications Industry Rules (D.07-09-019). 

4. Applicant is a non-dominant interexchange carrier (NDIEC).  The 

effectiveness of its future NDIEC tariffs is subject to the requirement of General 

Order 96-B and the Telecommunications Industry Rules (D.07-09-019). 

5. Tariff filings must reflect all fees and surcharges to which Applicant is 

subject, as reflected in #2 above. 

6. Applicant must file a service area map as part of its initial tariff. 
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7. Prior to initiating service, Applicant must provide the Commission’s 

Consumer Affairs Branch with the name and address of its designated contact 

person(s) for purposes of resolving consumer complaints.  This information must 

be updated if the name or telephone number changes, or at least annually. 

8. Applicant must notify the Director of the Communications Division in 

writing of the date that local exchange service is first rendered to the public, no 

later than five days after service first begins. 

9. Applicant must notify the Director of the Communications Division in 

writing of the date local service is first rendered to the public within five days 

after service begins. 

10. Applicant must keep its books and records in accordance with the 

Generally Accepted Accounting Principles. 

11. In the event Applicant’s books and records are required for inspection by 

the Commission or its staff, it must either produce such records at the 

Commission’s offices or reimburse the Commission for the reasonable costs 

incurred in having Commission staff travel to its office. 

12. Applicant must file an annual report with the Director of the 

Communications Division, in compliance with GO 104-A, on a calendar-year 

basis with the information contained in Attachment C to this decision. 

13. Applicant must file an affiliate transaction report with the Director of the 

Communications Division, in compliance with D.93-02-019, on a calendar-year 

basis using the form contained in Attachment D. 

14. Applicant must ensure that its employees comply with the provisions of 

Pub. Util. Code § 2889.5 regarding solicitation of customers. 
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15. Within 60 days of the effective date of this order, Applicant must comply 

with Pub. Util. Code § 708, Employee Identification Cards, and notify the 

Director of the Communications Division in writing of its compliance. 

16. If Applicant is 90 days or more late in filing an annual report, or in 

remitting the surcharges and fee listed in #2 above, and has not received written 

permission from the Communications Division to file or remit late, the 

Communications Division must prepare for Commission consideration a 

resolution that revokes Applicant’s CPCN. 

17. Applicant is exempt from Rule 3.1(b) of the Commission Rules of Practice 

and Procedure  

18. Applicant is exempt from Pub. Util. Code §§ 816-830. 

19. Applicant is exempt from the requirements of Pub. Util. Code § 851 for the 

transfer or encumbrance of property whenever such transfer or encumbrance 

serves to secure debt. 

20. If Applicant decides to discontinue service or file for bankruptcy, it must 

immediately notify the Communications Division’s Bankruptcy Coordinator. 

21. Applicant must send a copy of this decision to concerned local permitting 

agencies no later than 30 days from the date of this order. 

 
 
 
 

(END OF ATTACHMENT B) 
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ATTACHMENT C 
 

 ANNUAL REPORT 
 

An original and a machine readable, copy using Microsoft Word or compatible 
format must be filed with the California Public Utilities Commission, State Office 
Building, 505 Van Ness Avenue, Room 3107, San Francisco, CA 94102-3298, no 
later than March 31st of the year following the calendar year for which the 
annual report is submitted. 

 

Failure to file this information on time may result in a penalty as provided 

for in Pub. Util. Code §§ 2107 and 2108. 

Required information: 

1. Exact legal name and U # of the reporting Utility. 
2. Address. 
3. Name, title, address, and telephone number of the person to be contacted 

concerning the reported information. 
4. Name and title of the officer having custody of the general books of 

account and the address of the office where such books are kept. 
5. Type of organization (e.g., corporation, partnership, sole proprietorship, 

etc.). 
If incorporated, specify: 
a. Date of filing articles of incorporation with the Secretary of State. 
b. State in which incorporated. 

6. Number and date of the Commission decision granting the Certificate of 
Public Convenience and Necessity. 

7. Date operations were begun. 
8. Description of other business activities in which the utility is engaged. 
9. List of all affiliated companies and their relationship to the utility.  State if 

affiliate is a: 
a. Regulated public utility. 
b. Publicly held corporation. 
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10. Balance sheet as of December 31st of the year for which information is 
submitted. 

11. Income statement for California operations for the calendar year for which 
information is submitted. 

12. Cash Flow statement as of December 31st of the calendar year for which 
information is submitted, for California operations only. 

For answers to any questions concerning this report, call (415) 703-2883. 

 

 

(END OF ATTACHMENT C) 
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ATTACHMENT D 

 
CALENDAR YEAR AFFILIATE TRANSACTION REPORT 

 

An original and a machine readable, copy using Microsoft Word and Excel, or 
compatible format must be filed with the California Public Utilities 
Commission, State Office Building, 505 Van Ness Avenue, Room 3107, 
San Francisco, CA  94102-3298, no later than May 1st of the year following the 
calendar year for which the annual report is submitted. 

 

1. Each utility must list and provide the following information for each 

affiliated entity and regulated subsidiary that the utility had during the period 

covered by the Annual Affiliate Transaction Report. 

 Form of organization (e.g., corporation, partnership, joint 
venture, strategic alliance, etc.); 

 Brief description of business activities engaged in; 

 Relationship to the utility (e.g., controlling corporation, 
subsidiary, regulated subsidiary, affiliate); 

 Ownership of the utility (including type and percent 
ownership) 

 Voting rights held by the utility and percent; and 

 Corporate officers. 

2. The utility must prepare and submit a corporate organization chart 

showing any and all corporate relationships between the utility and its affiliated 

entities and regulated subsidiaries in #1 above.  The chart must have the 

controlling corporation (if any) at the top of the chart, the utility and any 

subsidiaries and/or affiliates of the controlling corporation in the middle levels 

of the chart, and all secondary subsidiaries and affiliates (e.g., a subsidiary that in 
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turn is owned by another subsidiary and/or affiliate) in the lower levels.  Any 

regulated subsidiary must be clearly noted. 

3. For a utility that has individuals who are classified as “controlling 

corporations” of the competitive utility, the utility must only report under the 

requirements of #1 and #2 above any affiliated entity that either (a) is a public 

utility or (b) transacts any business with the utility filing the annual report 

excluding the provision of tariff services. 

4. Each annual report must be signed by a corporate officer of the 

utility stating under penalty of perjury under the laws of the State of California  

(CCP 2015.5) that the annual report is complete and accurate with no material 

omissions. 

5. Any required material that a utility is unable to provide must be 

reasonably described and the reasons the data cannot be obtained, as well as the 

efforts expended to obtain the information, must be set forth in the utility’s 

Annual Affiliate Transaction Report and verified in accordance with Section I-F 

of Decision 93-02-019. 

6. Utilities that do not have affiliated entities must file, in lieu of the 

annual transaction report, an annual statement to the Commission stating that 

the utility had no affiliated entities during the report period.  This statement 

must be signed by a corporate officer of the utility, stating under penalty of 

perjury under the laws of the State of California (CCP 2015.5) that the annual 

report is complete and accurate with no material omissions. 

 

 

(END OF ATTACHMENT D) 




