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Resolution E-4755.  Pacific Gas and Electric Company (PG&E) Approving Two Non-Exclusive Easements to Meridian Farms Water Company (Meridian Farms) under Advice Letter (AL) 4625-E.

PROPOSED OUTCOME: 
· This Resolution approves Pacific Gas & Electric Company’s 
AL 4625-E, with an effective date of today.  PG&E’s 
AL proposes to grant an easement to the Meridian Farms Water Company in Meridian, Sutter County, California. 

SAFETY CONSIDERATIONS: 
· Effective administration of PG&E’s fee property is part of the responsibility of PG&E to meet their obligations under 
Public Utilities Code Section 451 to provide services that promote the safety, health, comfort, and convenience of their patrons, employees and the public.
· There are no specific safety concerns with this transaction.

ESTIMATED COST: 
· This transaction has an appraised value of $14.00.  PG&E considers this deminimus and will decline to collect the fee. 

By Advice Letter 4625-E filed on April 27, 2015. 
__________________________________________________________

Summary
This Resolution approves PG&E’s AL 4625-E, with an effective date of today.  On April 27, 2015 PG&E filed Advice Letter 4625-E requesting approval under General Order 173 and Public Utilities Code Section 851 to grant two non-exclusive easements to Meridian Farms Water Company in the City of Meridian, Sutter County, California.  The easements will allow Meridian Farms to install an underground pipeline on PG&E’s property as well as grant access to Meridian Farms so they may access their facilities on an adjacent property.

PG&E states in AL 4625-E that it has reviewed the proposed project and has determined that it will not interfere with PG&E’s operations or PG&E’s ability to provide safe and reliable utility services to its customers, and will not be adverse to the public interest.

Background
Meridian Farms has identified a need to supplement its existing surface and groundwater supplies to improve the flexibility and reliability of the water supply for Reclamation District 70, particularly during dry and critical dry water years, while also helping to reduce the potential for local and regional water supply conflicts.  PG&E maintains in AL 4625-E that this will result in a benefit to the public.  As part of this project, Meridian Farms plans the installation of 
one groundwater well.  Meridian Farms will use the two requested easements to install and access a permanent underground water pipeline to transport water from a well on adjacent lands across the PG&E property to its irrigation canal.

The property in question is located in Sutter County and is occupied by PG&E’s electric transmission and distribution facilities, known as the Pease-Harter 
60kV Transmission Fee Strip and the Meridian 1101 12kV Line. The property is approximately 12.07 acres in total.  The easement area is unpaved and there are no transmission poles within the water pipeline easement area.

There are two easements requested of PG&E:

1. Water Pipeline Easement – a non-exclusive easement for Meridian Farms to excavate for, construct, install, repair, replace, remove, maintain and use a single water pipeline in an area of approximately 5 feet by 80 feet.
2. Ingress and Egress – a non-exclusive right to Meridian Farms for surface access, ingress, and egress to and from its property.

The easements will facilitate the installation of a permanent underground water pipeline to transport water to Meridian Farm’s irrigation canal and will allow Meridian Farms surface access, ingress, and egress to and from Meridian Farm’s facilities through the easement area.  


The environmental review of this project was conducted by the United States Bureau of Reclamation (USBR) and Reclamation District 70 (RD70) on behalf of the Meridian Farms Water Company.  Both the federal National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) and the California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA) were triggered for a Draft Environmental Assessment (EA) / Initial Study (IS) that was released for public comment on September 14 - October 14, 2011.  

The Draft EA/IS-MND found no significant impacts in any resource area with the exception of a single impact to Hydrology and Water Quality that would be reduced to less-than-significant with mitigation imposed.  Comments were received and responded to in the Final EA/IS and a Finding of No Significant Impact (FONSI) was made and a Mitigated Negative Declaration (MND) was prepared pursuant to CEQA.  The MND was adopted by the Board of Reclamation District 70 on December 7, 2011.

Notice
Notice of AL 4625-E was made by publication in the Commission’s Daily Calendar.  PG&E states that a copy of the Advice Letter was mailed and distributed in accordance with Section 4 of General Order 96-B. 

Protests
There were no protests to PG&E Advice Letter 4625-E. 

Discussion
The Commission has reviewed PG&E AL 4625-E, including the attached Environmental Assessment/Finding of No Significant Impact and Initial Study/Mitigated Negative Declaration prepared by Reclamation District 70 and has determined that the document is both thorough and complete, and complies with the requirements of the California Environmental Quality Act.  

The Commission believes that PG&E’s AL 4625-E request for approval was made in accordance with the streamlined procedure adopted by the Commission in General Order 173 and Public Utilities Code Section 851.  

The Commission finds that the relief requested in AL 4625-E is not adverse to the public interest and should be granted.

Comments
This is an uncontested matter in which the resolution grants the relief requested.  Accordingly, pursuant to PU Code 311(g)(2), the otherwise applicable 30-day period for public review and comment is being waived.

Findings
1. On April 27, 2015, PG&E filed Advice Letter 4625-E “Request for Approval to grant an easement to Meridian Farms Water Company” under 
General Order 173 and Public Utilities Code Section 851. 
2. PG&E Advice Letter 4625-E complied with the streamlined procedures adopted by the Commission in General Order 173.
3. Notice of AL 4625-E was made by publication in the Commission’s Daily Calendar.  PG&E states that a copy of the Advice Letter was mailed and distributed in accordance with Section 4 of General Order 96-B.
4. Advice Letter AL 4625-E was not protested.  
5. There are no specific safety concerns with this transaction.
6. PG&E states that it has reviewed the proposed project and has determined that it will not interfere with PG&E’s operations or PG&E’s ability to provide safe and reliable utility services to its customers.
7. PG&E will retain fee simple ownership of the land as well as rights of access.
8. This transaction has an appraised value of $14.00.  PG&E considers this deminimus and will decline to collect the fee. 
9. Meridian Farms has identified a need to supplement its existing surface and groundwater supplies to improve the flexibility and reliability of the water supply for Reclamation District 70.  As part of this project, Meridian Farms plans the installation of one groundwater well.
10. Meridian Farms will use the two requested easements to install and access a permanent underground water pipeline to transport water from a well on adjacent lands across the PG&E property to its irrigation canal.  
11. The property in question is located in Sutter County and is occupied by PG&E’s electric transmission and distribution facilities, known as the 
Pease-Harter 60kV Transmission Fee Strip and the Meridian 
1101 12kV Line.
12. The environmental review of this project was conducted by the United States Bureau of Reclamation and Reclamation District 70 (RD70) and a Draft Environmental Assessment/Initial Study (EA/ISMND) was released for public comment on September 14 - October 14, 2011.
13. The Draft EA/ISMND found no significant impacts in any resource area with the exception of a single impact to Hydrology and Water Quality that would be reduced to less-than-significant with mitigation imposed.
14. Comments were received and responded to in the Final EA/ISMND and a Finding of No Significant Impact was made and a Mitigated Negative Declaration was prepared pursuant to CEQA.
15. The Mitigated Negative Declaration was adopted by the Board of Reclamation District 70 on December 7, 2011.
16. The Commission has reviewed the EA/ISMND prepared by the United States Bureau of Reclamation and Reclamation District 70 and has determined that the document is both thorough and complete, and complies with the requirements of the California Environmental Quality Act.
17. The EA/ISMND prepared by Reclamation District 70 is adequate for the Commission’s decision-making purposes as a Responsible Agency pursuant to CEQA.
18. Approval of this transaction is not adverse to the public interest because it will not impair PG&E’s provision of utility service, and it will provide benefits to the public by facilitating a larger project by Meridian Farms.
19. The Commission finds that the relief requested in AL4625-E is not adverse to the public interest and should be granted.

Therefore it is ordered that:
1. The request of Pacific Gas & Electric Company for approval of a grant of an easement to Meridian Farms Water Company as requested in AL 4625-E is approved. 

This Resolution is effective today.

I certify that the foregoing resolution was duly introduced, passed and adopted at a conference of the Public Utilities Commission of the State of California held December 17, 2015; the following Commissioners voting favorably thereon:




				                             ______________________
						           TIMOTHY J. SULLIVAN
Executive Director
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