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CPUC APPROVES IN-STATE SOLAR PROJECT THAT WILL CONTRIBUTE TO CALIFORNIA’S 33% RENEWABLES TARGET

SAN FRANCISCO, November 10, 2011 - The California Public Utilities Commission (CPUC) today approved a renewable energy contract for San Diego Gas & Electric (SDG&E), furthering the state’s progress towards its renewable energy goals.  

The CPUC approved five 25-year power purchase agreements for SDG&E with LanEast Solar Farm, LLC; LanWest Solar Farm, LLC; Desert Green Solar Farm, LLC; Rugged Solar, LLC; and Tierra Del Sol Solar Farm, LLC.  The projects will be located in Boulevard and Borrego Springs, Calif.  Energy deliveries from the projects are anticipated to begin in 2014.  The power purchase agreements are for five solar concentrating photovoltaic facilities that will provide a combined 114 megawatts of new renewable capacity and an estimated 280 gigawatt-hours of energy annually.  The facilities will use Soitec’s Concentrix concentrating photovoltaic technology and will source the modules from a new Soitec manufacturing plant that will be located in the San Diego region.

California’s Renewables Portfolio Standard (RPS) is the most ambitious in the country, requiring investor-owned utilities, electric service providers, and community choice aggregators to procure 20 percent of their power from renewable sources by 2010.  Senate Bill 2 (First Extraordinary Session), signed into law in April 2011, extends the 20 percent renewable energy goal by 2010 to a 33 percent target by December 31, 2020.

The proposal voted on is available at http://docs.cpuc.ca.gov/word_pdf/AGENDA_RESOLUTION/147018.pdf. 

For more information on the CPUC, please visit www.cpuc.ca.gov.
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