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BEFORE THE PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION
OF THE STATE OF CALIFORNIA

Application of the Southern California Regional Rail 

Authority to Construct a new railroad underpass at 

Empire Avenue on Metrolink Valley Subdivision 

Mile Post 12.08 (Proposed CPUC Number 101VY-

12.08B) which is a subproject to the Caltrans I-5

HOV Freeway Widening, located within the City of 

Burbank, County of Los Angeles.

Application No. ________________

APPLICATION

The Southern California Regional Rail Authority (SCRRA) respectfully requests authority from

this Commission to construct a new railroad bridge at Empire Avenue on the SCRRA Valley 

Subdivision, Mile Post 12.08. The Project is located within the City of Burbank in the County of 

Los Angeles and is a subproject to the Caltrans I-5 HOV Freeway Widening. The proposed

grade-separated Empire Ave will cross below the SCRRA Valley Subdivision main line and 

siding track. The proposed grade-separated Empire Avenue below the tracks will connect 

existing Empire Avenue to the Caltrans I-5 Freeway.

In support of its application, the SCRRA asserts that:

1. The Southern California Regional Rail Authority, herein sometimes referred to as 

“Applicant” or “SCRRA” is mentioned herein as the Joint Powers Authority (JPA), 

consisting of the five county transportation planning agencies: Los Angeles County

Metropolitan Transportation Authority (LACMTA), the Orange County Transportation 

Authority (OCTA), the Riverside County Transportation Commission (RCTC), San 

Bernardino Associated Governments (SANBAG), and the Ventura County 
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2. Applicant’s principal place of business is located at the offices of  

Southern California Regional Rail Authority

279 E. Arrow Highway, Suite A

San Dimas, CA  91773

3. All correspondence, communication notices, orders, and other papers relative to  this 

application should be addressed to:  

SCRRA-Metrolink

Engineering Division

279 E. Arrow Highway, Suite A

San Dimas, CA  91773

Attention: Naresh Patel, P.E.

or via e-mail to: Pateln@scrra.net

4. SCRRA dispatches trains and maintains the track, structures and right-of-way in this 

corridor. LACMTA is the railroad property owner at the proposed crossing. 

5.  Union Pacific Railroad (UPRR) operates freight trains over the Valley Subdivision and 

as such is considered a project stakeholder for document service purposes.  

6.  The Project description is as follows: 

The proposed project includes construction of a new railroad bridge at Empire Avenue. 

The proposed grade- separated Empire Avenue will cross below the SCRRA Valley 

Subdivision main line and Brighton siding track. The proposed grade-separated Empire 

Avenue below the tracks will connect existing Empire Avenue to the Caltrans I-5

Freeway. 

7.  The proposed grade-separated highway-rail crossing (underpass) will conform to 

SCRRA and CPUC standards. 

8.  The nearest public crossings are located as follows. 
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The proposed grade-separated highway-rail crossing (underpass) is located westerly of 

CPUC crossing No 101VY-11.37A, Burbank Blvd., and easterly of CPUC  crossing No. 

101VY-12.37B, San Fernando Road. 

9. The authorization to construct the Project is requested pursuant to Section 1201 through 

1205 of the Public Utilities Code and is made in accordance with Rule 3.7, of the CPUC 

Rules of Practice and Procedure.

10.  The proposed crossing number, stated herein as required by CPUC

Rules of Practice and Procedure 3.7, is CPUC Crossing No. 101VY-12.08B. 

11.  The public need for the Project, as a requirement of CPUC Rules of Practice and 

Procedure 3.7(c) is as follows:

This project is consistent with the Caltrans and City proposed Empire Avenue 

interchange. The proposed grade-separated Empire Avenue below the tracks will 

connect existing Empire Avenue to the Caltrans I-5 Freeway. Traffic and pedestrian 

accessibility will be improved within the vicinity of this project.

12.  The following exhibits are transmitted as required by the referenced portions of CPUC 

Rules of Practice and Procedures 3.7:  

i) Exhibit A  Location Description using a coordinate system that has an accuracy 

comparable to a legal description for the crossing located at railroad milepost 61.4, in 

conformance with the requirements of CPUC Rules of Practice and Procedure 3.7 

(a).

ii) Exhibit B-1 Map showing accurate locations of all streets, roads, property lines, 

tracks, buildings, structures or other obstructions to view in each direction from

proposed crossing in conformance with the requirements of CPUC Rules of Practice 

and Procedure 3.7 (d).

iii) Exhibit B-2 Plan view map of the location of the Project, in conformance with CPUC 

Rules of Practice and Procedure 3.7 (d) and 3.7 (f).
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SCOPING MEMO INFORMATION FOR APPLICATIONS

A. Category (Check the category that is most appropriate)

Adjudicatory - “Adjudicatory” proceedings are: (1) enforcement investigations into 

possible violations of any provision of statutory law or order or rule of the Commission; and (2) 

complaints against regulated entities, including those complaints that challenge the accuracy of 

a bill, but excluding those complaints that challenge the reasonableness of rates or charges, 

past, present, or future, such as formal rough crossing complaints (maximum 12 month 

process if hearings are required).

Ratesetting - “Ratesetting” proceedings are proceedings in which the Commission sets 

or investigates rates for a specifically named utility (or utilities), or establishes a mechanism that 

in turn sets the rates for a specifically named utility (or utilities).  “Ratesetting” proceedings 

include complaints that challenge the reasonableness of rates or charges, past, present, or 

future.  Other proceedings may also be categorized as ratesetting when they do not clearly fit 

into one category, such as railroad crossing applications (maximum 18 month process if 

hearings are required).

Quasi-legislative - “Quasi-legislative” proceedings are proceedings that establish policy 

or rules (including generic ratemaking policy or rules) affecting a class of regulated entities, 

including those proceedings in which the Commission investigates rates or practices for an 

entire regulated industry or class of entities within the industry.

B.  Are hearings necessary?  Yes   No

If yes, identify the material disputed factual issues on which hearings should be held, 

and the general nature of the evidence to be introduced.  Railroad crossing applications which 

are not controversial usually do not require hearings.

Public hearings are not anticipated as being necessary
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Are public witness hearings necessary?

  Yes   No

Public witness hearings are set up for the purpose of getting input from the general public and 

any entity that will not be a party to the proceeding.  Such input usually involves presenting 

written or oral statements to the presiding officer, not sworn testimony.  Public witness 

statements are not subject to cross-examination.

C. Issues - List here the specific issues that need to be addressed in the proceeding.

None

D. Schedule (Even if you checked “No” in B above) Should the Commission decide to hold 

hearings, indicate here the proposed schedule for completing the proceeding within 12 

months (if categorized as adjudicatory) or 18 months (if categorized as ratesetting or quasi-

legislative).

The schedule should include proposed dates for the following events as needed:

30 days Protest Period – May 4th, 2011
4 Months Proposed decision – August 5th, 2011
6 Months Final decision – October 5th, 2011

IF HEARING UNEXPECTEDLY BECOMES NECESSARY:

6 months Prehearing conference – October 5th, 2011
9 months Hearings – January 5th, 2012
12 months Briefs due – April 5th, 2012  
13 months Submission – May 3rd, 2012
16 months Proposed decision (90 days after submission) – August 3rd, 2012
18 months Final decision (60 days after proposed decision is mailed) – August 3rd,
2012.
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CERTIFICATE OF SERVICE

I, Eric B. Winters, P.E. of RailPros, Inc. on behalf of Southern California

Regional Rail Authority hereby certify that I have this day mailed a copy of the foregoing

documentation by U.S. Mail (Certified) to:

Date: 2011-04-27 

____________________________
Eric B. Winters,
RailPros, Inc.
1 Ada Parkway, Suite 200
Irvine, CA 92618

Mr. Jose Pereyra 
California Public Utilities Commission
Rail Crossings Engineering Section
320 West 4th Street, Suite 500
Los Angeles, CA 90013

Bonnie Teaford, P.E
Public Works Director
City of Burbank
P.O. Box 6459
Burbank, CA 91510

Mr. Naresh Patel 
Assistant Director, Standards and Design
SCRRA-Metrolink
279 E. Arrow Highway, Suite A
San Dimas, CA  91773

Mr. James (J.P.) Jones 
State Legislative Director
United Transportation Union
California State Legislative Building
1005 12th Street, Suite 4
Sacramento, CA 95814

Ms. Anabel Dubois, P.E. 
County of Los Angeles Department of 
Public Works
900 South Fremont Avenue, 9th Floor
Alhambra, CA 91803-1331

Mr. Freddy Cheung
Manager – Special Projects
Union Pacific Railroad
2015 S. Willow Avenue
Bloomington, CA  92316





EXHIBIT A

PROPOSED CROSSING 

LOCATION DESCRIPTION
Per CPUC Rules of Practice and Procedure 3.7 (a)





EXHIBIT B-1

PROPOSED CROSSING MAP
Per CPUC Rules of Practice and Procedure 3.7 (d)





EXHIBIT B-2

PROPOSED CROSSING PLAN
Per CPUC Rules of Practice and Procedure 3.7(d) and 3.7(f)













EXHIBIT B-3

PROPOSED CROSSING PROFILE
Per CPUC Rules of Practice and Procedure 3.7(f)





EXHIBIT C

VICINITY MAP
Per CPUC Rules of Practice and Procedure 3.7(e)





EXHIBIT D

SIGNATURE PAGES FOR:

1. MITIGATED NEGATIVE DECLARATION
2. FINDING OF NO SIGNIFICANT IMPACT
3. INITIAL STUDY/ENVIRONMENTAL 

ASSESSMENT
4. UPRR’S LETTER OF AGREEMENT
5. CITY OF BURBANK’S LETTER OF 

CONCURRENCE
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