
BEFORE THE  
PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION OF THE STATE OF CALIFORNIA 

In the Matter of the Joint Application of 
 
CONSOLIDATED COMMUNICATIONS 

HOLDINGS, INC., 
CONSOLIDATED COMMUNICATIONS, INC. 

and 
WH ACQUISITION II CORP. 
 
AND 
 
SUREWEST COMMUNICATIONS, 
SUREWEST TELEPHONE (U 1015 C), 
SUREWEST LONG DISTANCE (U 5817 C), and 
SUREWEST TELEVIDEO (U 6324 C) 
 
To Authorize the Acquisition of Control of 
 
SUREWEST TELEPHONE (U 1015 C), 
SUREWEST LONG DISTANCE (U 5817 C), and 
SUREWEST TELEVIDEO (U 6324 C) 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
A.12-____-____ 
 

EXHIBIT L 

Professional Biographies of 
Consolidated Management Team 

 
A1202011

F I L E D
02-10-12
04:59 PM



Consolidated Communications Holdings, Inc. 
 

Management 
  

Robert J. Currey  
President, CEO and Director  
Bob Currey is a 40-year veteran of the telecommunications industry and currently serves as 
President and CEO of Consolidated Communications, Inc. and Director. Previously he served as 
Vice Chairman of RCN Corporation, Chief Executive Officer of 21st Century Telecom Group, 
and as Group President, Telecommunications Services and a Director of McLeodUSA. Currey 
served as President of Consolidated Communications from 1990 until 1997 and rejoined the 
company as President and CEO in 2002. 
 
Mr. Currey served as Chairman of the Illinois Coalition, a non-profit organization of business, 
government, academic, and labor leaders that promotes technology-based economic development 
in Illinois. He has also served as Chairman of the Board of the Illinois State Chamber of 
Commerce. Currey is currently a director of The Management Network Group, Inc., a 
professional services company, the US Telecom Association and the Illinois Business 
RoundTable. 
 
Mr. Currey received his bachelor's degree from Michigan Technological University and a MBA 
from Eastern Michigan University.  
 
Steven L. Childers  
Senior Vice President and Chief Financial Officer  
Steve Childers has a diversified background in accounting and a lengthy career with 
Consolidated Communications. He was named Chief Financial Officer in 2004, with 
responsibilities for all accounting, treasury, tax and regulatory functions at the company. He 
joined the company in 1986 and was named CCI Director of Accounting in 1990. He also served 
as President of Consolidated Market Response during his tenure. 
 
Mr. Childers served in a number of executive roles with McLeodUSA following the merger with 
CCI, most recently leading the company's Business Process Teams to implement revenue 
assurance processes and controls. 
 
He served on the Board of Directors of the Eastern Illinois University Foundation. Childers 
currently serves on the Board of the Illinois State Chamber of Commerce. 
 
Mr. Childers holds a B.S. in Business from Eastern Illinois University and is a Certified Public 
Accountant.  
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Consolidated Communications Holdings, Inc. 
 
 

C. Robert Udell Jr.  
Senior Vice President and Chief Operating Officer  

Bob Udell was named Chief Operating Officer in May 2011 after serving five years as senior 
vice president and president of Telephone Operations for Texas following Consolidated 
Communications' purchase of TXU Communications in April 2004. He is responsible for the 
operation of Consolidated's voice, video, internet and carrier business including sales, marketing, 
engineering, network operations and capital investment for the company. 

Previously, he served in various roles at TXU Communications including executive vice 
president of Business Development, Regulatory and Administration and Chief Operating Officer. 

Mr. Udell has more than 20 years of telecommunications leadership experience including profit 
and loss management and operations at large- and mid-sized local exchange companies. He 
previously served in several leadership roles at Consolidated Communications and McLeodUSA, 
including senior vice president of network services and vice president and general manager of 
the company's Indiana operations. He also held management roles at Bell Atlantic in operations, 
carrier sales and marketing.  

Mr. Udell is a member of the United States Telecom Association Policy committee and formerly 
served as President of the Independent Telephone and Telecommunications Alliance. He serves 
on the boards of the Greater Conroe Economic Development Council, the Montgomery County 
United Way, and The John Cooper School.  

Mr. Udell is a graduate of the University of Pittsburgh, where he received his bachelor's degree 
in electrical engineering. He received his MBA from Katz Graduate School of Business, at the 
University of Pittsburgh, and completed the Advanced Technology Innovations Program at 
Carnegie Mellon University in Pittsburgh. 
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Steven J. Shirar  
Senior Vice President  

Steve Shirar was named Senior Vice President and President of Enterprise Operations, in 2002. 
He has 23 years of business experience in a variety of industries including telephony, software 
development, publishing and managed health care.  

From 1997 to 2002, Shirar served in various capacities at McLeodUSA, including Chief Sales 
and Marketing Officer. Prior to that, Shirar served as President of Consolidated's software 
development subsidiary, Consolidated Communications Systems and Services, Inc.  

Shirar's work experience includes serving as President of Ameritech Industrial Infosource and 
Chief Operating Officer of a startup managed health-care company MedAdvantage.  

Shirar holds a B.S. in Civil Engineering from Rose Hulman Institute of Technology and an MBA 
in Marketing from Indiana University.  

 
Christopher A. Young  
Chief Information Officer  

Chris Young was named Chief Information Officer for Consolidated in 2003. He held various 
roles with Consolidated's predecessor company from 1985 until 1995, including Director of MIS 
for Consolidated Communications Directories.  

Previously, Young served as Chief Information Officer of NewSouth Communications, Inc., a 
broadband communications provider. From 1998 to 2000, he served as Chief information Officer 
for 21st Century Telecom Group.  

Young is a graduate of Eastern Illinois University with a B.S. in Computer Management and an 
MBA. 



Consolidated Communications Holdings, Inc. 
 
 

Board of Directors 
  

Richard A. Lumpkin  
Chairman  
Richard Lumpkin began his 47-year career in telecommunications with Illinois Consolidated 
Telephone Co. (ICTC), a pioneer Central Illinois telephone company founded in 1894 by his 
great-grandfather, Iverson A. Lumpkin, in Mattoon, Illinois. He currently serves as Chairman of 
Consolidated Communications. 
 
In 1984, he was named president of the newly formed holding company, Consolidated 
Communications Inc. then served as chairman and chief executive officer from 1990 until 1997. 
While under McLeodUSA ownership, Mr. Lumpkin served as Vice Chairman of McLeodUSA 
from 1997 until CCI's return to private ownership in 2002. 
 
Long active in the telecommunications industry, he is a past director, past president and past 
treasurer of the U. S. Telecommunications Association, and is a past president of the Illinois 
Telecommunications Association. Mr. Lumpkin also served as chairman and director of 
Illuminet Holdings, Inc. and Independent Telecommunications Network and also held director 
positions for Teldata and the National Telecommunications Network. 
 
He is a past chairman of Sarah Bush Lincoln Health Systems, Inc., and a past director of the 
Rehabilitation Institute of Chicago, the Illinois State Chamber of Commerce, Ameren Corp., 
First Mid-Illinois Bancshares, Inc., the Illinois Business RoundTable and the College of 
Commerce at the University of Illinois. He also served on the University Council Committee on 
Information Technology for Yale University. Mr. Lumpkin has also served as trustee of Millikin 
University and Concord Academy.  
 
Mr. Lumpkin received the Distinguished Service Award from the US Telecom Association, the 
Beta Gamma Sigma Medallion for Entrepreneurship, and in recognition for his lifetime 
commitment to East Central Illinois, he received a Doctorate in Public Service (Honorary) from 
Eastern Illinois University. 
 
Mr. Lumpkin received his bachelor's degree from Yale University and MBA from Harvard 
University.  
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Jack W. Blumenstein  
Director  

Jack Blumenstein is Chairman and Chief Executive Officer of AirCell, Inc., a provider of 
airborne cellular and satellite telecommunications systems and services. He has been the co-
President of Blumenstein/Thorne Information Partners, LLC since October 1996, and is a co-
founder of that private equity investment firm which focuses on capital transactions in the 
telecommunications and information industries. From October 1992 to September 1996, Mr. 
Blumenstein held various positions with The Chicago Corporation (now ABN AMRO, Inc.), 
serving most recently as Executive Vice President, Debt Capital Markets Group and member of 
the Board of Directors. Mr. Blumenstein was President and Chief Executive Officer of Ardis, a 
joint venture of Motorola and IBM, and has held various senior management positions in product 
development and sales and marketing for Rolm Corporation and IBM. Mr. Blumenstein also 
presently serves on the boards of eCollege, AirCell, Inc., and ShopperTrak, Inc.  
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Roger H. Moore  
Director  

Roger Moore was President and Chief Executive Officer of Illuminet Holdings, Inc. since 
October 1998, a member of its board of directors since July 1998, and was its President and 
Chief Executive Office from January 1996 to August 1998. In December of 2001, Illuminet was 
acquired by VeriSign, Inc. at which time Mr. Moore opted to retire. From September 1998 to 
October 1998, he served as President, Chief Executive Officer and a member of board of 
directors of VINA Technologies, Inc., a telecommunications equipment company. Mr. Moore 
also presently serves as a director of Tut Systems, Inc., VeriSign, Inc., and Western Digital 
Corporation.  

    
 
Maribeth S. Rahe  
Director  

Maribeth Rahe has served as President and Chief Executive Officer of Fort Washington 
Investment Advisors, Inc., since November 2003. From January 2001 to October 2002, Ms. Rahe 
was President and a member of the board of directors of U.S. Trust Company of New York, and 
the June 1997 to January 2001, served as Vice Chairman and a member of the board of directors. 
Prior to 1997, Ms. Rahe held executive positions at Harris Trust and Savings Bank, J.P. Morgan 
Investment Management, Sparebanken Oslo Akershus and Morgan Guaranty Trust Company.  

 

    
    
    
    
    
    
    
    
    
    
    
    
 




