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AB Land will not repeat in detail matters made clear by its opening brief.  As 

demonstrated there, it is beyond question that at this juncture the PUC must consider the full 

extent of the project for which the Certificate of Public Convenience and Necessity (“CPCN”) is 

sought, including Applicant’s admitted plans for ultimate expansion, and must also consider the 

significant changes that have occurred since the limited CEQA review took place decades ago.  

Applicant provides no support for the idea that the PUC should ignore those changes or that 

proposed future expanded use, or that Applicant’s deliberate and admitted attempt to 

“piecemeal” the project should be condoned.  The law is clear.  

In reply, AB Land asserts that the law laid out in its Opening Brief on the CEQA 

issue cannot be ignored, and full CEQA review is required before the PUC can grant the 

Application for the CPCN.  AB Land further asserts that if, as Applicant urges, the PUC 

disagrees and determines that no CEQA review is required despite the piecemealing brought 

about by the Amended Application and the obvious changed circumstances that have taken place 

in the last several decades, then any PUC approval or certificate should limit Applicant’s 

operations to those that currently exist.  In other words, Applicant’s “existing” operations are 
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those described in the Application, comprised of the current active sewer connections and the 

current volume of effluent flow.  They do not include extended expansion to include new sewer 

connections nor effluent flows from the facility at 100,000 gallons per day.   

Accordingly, even if the PUC does not agree that full CEQA review is required, 

any PUC approval or CPCN should limit operations to the current number of sewer hookups, and 

the current number of gallons of effluent discharged from the plant (24,000 gallons per day from 

168 connections – Amended Application, p. 16).  Any intention or effort to increase the number 

of connections or increase the flow of effluent should be preceded by new consideration by the 

PUC, and trigger the CEQA review described in AB Land’s Opening Brief on this issue. 
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