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BEFORE THE PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION OF THE STATE OF CALIFORNIA

Order Instituting Rulemaking Regarding
Policies, Procedures and Rules for the Rulemaking 08-03-008
California Solar Initiative, the Self-Generation (Filed March 13, 2008)
Incentive Program and Other Distributed
Generation Issues.

THE DIVISION OF RATEPAYER ADVOCATES’ COMMENTS ON
THE PROPOSED ENERGY EFFICIENCY MEASURES FOR THE
CALIFORNIA SOLAR INITIATIVE PROGRAM

I. INTRODUCTION

Pursuant to the California Public Utilities Commission (Commission) Assigned
Commissioner’s Ruling dated April 21, 2008 in Rulemaking 08-03-008, the Division of
Ratepayer Advocates (DRA) submits these comments on the proposed energy efficiency
measures for the California Solar Initiative (CSI).

The Assigned Commissioner’s Ruling seeks comments from the parties on
proposed modifications to current energy efficiency requirements for existing residential
and commercial buildings receiving incentive payments under the CSI program. The
proposed modifications are intended to implement Pub. Util. Code § 2851(a)(2)(C)(3),
requiring reasonable and cost effective energy efficiency improvements in existing
buildings as a condition of receiving solar incentives. The Commission proposes two
options for existing residential and commercial buildings under 100,000 sq. ft.:

e Option A would require CSI applicants to obtain an enhanced energy audit,
and sign a disclosure;

e Option B would require CSI applicants to participate in at least one utility
administered energy efficiency program in addition to the enhanced audit

and disclosure requirements.
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II.  DISCUSSION

DRA provides the following general observations concerning the above-described

options:

11
11
11
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Pub. Util. Code § 2851 (a)(2)(C)(3) requires “reasonable and cost-effective
energy efficiency improvements in existing buildings” as a condition for
receiving CSI incentives. (Emphasis added.) Option B, requiring that CSI
applicants undertake actual energy efficiency measures, is arguably the
only option compliant with that mandate.

If applicants for CSI incentives are required to participate in IOU energy
efficiency programs, the [OUs should not be permitted to count the savings
achieved through that participation towards the minimum performance
standard (MPS) established for achieving energy efficiency savings.
Otherwise the IOUs would receive credit for savings required by Section
2851 that were not the result of utility energy efficiency programs. The
requirement that CSI participants install energy efficiency measures as a
condition of receiving CSI rebates underscores the need for integrated
planning and delivery of demand side measures, consistent with the
Commission’s guidance in D.07-10-032.

Under any consideration of Option A, the maximum system size for CSI
applicants should be adjusted to reflect the load impacts of the reasonable,
cost-effective, energy efficiency measures identified in the enhanced audit

process.



III. CONCLUSION

DRA respectfully requests that the Commission consider the above comments.

Respectfully submitted,

By: /s/ CHRISTOPHER E. CLAY

CHRISTOPHER E. CLAY
Staff Counsel

Attorney for the Division of Ratepayer
Advocates

California Public Utilities Commission
505 Van Ness Ave.

San Francisco, CA 94102

Phone: (415) 703-1123

Fax: (415) 703-4465

E-mail: cec(@cpuc.ca.gov

Donald Schultz
California Public Utilities Commission
505 Van Ness Ave.
San Francisco, CA 94102
Phone: (916) 327-2409
May 12, 2008 E-mail: dks@cpuc.ca.gov
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