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BEFORE THE PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION OF THE 

STATE OF CALIFORNIA 

 

In the Matter of the Application of Southern 
California Gas Company to Establish Regulatory 
Authority Over the Access for Natural Gas 
Provided by California Gas Producers 

 

 
A.04-08-018 

(Filed August 16, 2004) 

SOUTHERN CALIFORNIA GAS COMPANY (U 904 G) 
NOTICE OF EX PARTE COMMUNICATION 

Pursuant to Rule 8.3(a) of the Commission’s Rules of Practice and Procedure, 

Southern California Gas Company (SoCalGas) hereby gives notice of the following ex 

parte communication. 

On Tuesday, May 4, 2010, at approximately 11:30 a.m., Pedro Villegas, Manager 

of Regulatory Relations for SoCalGas, met with Melicia Charles, Chief-of-staff to 

Commissioner Timothy A. Simon, Karen Shea, Advisor to Commissioner Timothy A. 

Simon, and Paul Phillips, Advisor to Commissioner Timothy A. Simon.  The meeting 

occurred at the Commission’s San Francisco offices and lasted approximately 40 minutes.  

Mr. Villegas initiated the meeting, and the attached presentation was used. 

Mr. Villegas stated that this proceeding is first and foremost about the 

Commission’s commitment to providing safe and reliable gas service to the customers of 

SoCalGas.  Mr. Villegas stated that the one-hour average protocol prescribed in the 

proposed decision (PD) in this proceeding is a significant reduction in and departure from 
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the safety protections currently afforded to gas customers under SoCalGas’ status quo 4-8 

minute interval monitoring and enforcement protocols that are employed where gas 

chromatographs are necessary to enforce Rule 30 and contractual gas quality compliance in 

defense of the safety of its customers.   

Mr. Villegas stated that the one-hour average monitoring and enforcement protocol 

prescribed in the PD is not supported by the record, having first appeared in this 

proceeding with the publication of the March 8, 2010 PD.  Mr. Villegas stated that the PD 

correctly concludes that California producers’ gas delivered directly into SoCalGas 

transmission pipelines can reach SoCalGas end-user customers unblended.  Mr. Villegas 

noted that it is required that gas producers meet Rule 30 gas quality specifications at the 

point of interconnection and, as specified in Rule 30, “at the time of delivery” to ensure 

that, in the absence of blending and otherwise, customers receive safe and compliant gas.  

Mr. Villegas further stated that gas quality cannot be mathematically averaged away and 

that the PD incorrectly proposes that a one-hour average protocol is sufficient to protect 

SoCalGas’ customers.  Mr. Villegas concluded that reducing the current safety protections 

afforded to SoCalGas customers from the current 4-8 minute protocol to a one-hour 

average protocol poses a severe safety concern that is clearly an outcome “adverse to the 

interests of gas customers” and is therefore in violation of Public Utilities Code Section 

785.   

Mr. Villegas urged the Commission to support safe and reliable gas service, not to 

compromise customer safety, and to allow SoCalGas to continue its current 4-8 minute 

interval monitoring and enforcement protocols where most needed. 
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To request a copy of this notice, please contact: 

Cindy Zammit 
601 Van Ness Avenue, Suite 2060 
San Francisco, CA  94102 
Telephone:  (415) 202-9986 
Facsimile:  (415) 346-3630 
Email:  czammit@semprautilities.com 

Dated this 7th day of May, 2010, at San Francisco, California.  

Respectfully submitted, 

By:    /s/ Pedro Villegas   
Pedro Villegas 

Manager, Regulatory Relations 
SAN DIEGO GAS & ELECTRIC COMPANY and  
SOUTHERN CALIFORNIA GAS COMPANY 
601 Van Ness Avenue, Suite 2060 
San Francisco, CA 94102 
Telephone: (415) 346-3215 
Facsimile: (415) 346-3630 

May 7, 2010 Email: PVillegas@semprautilities.com 
 
Attachment 



 

 

CERTIFICATE OF SERVICE 

I hereby certify that I have this day served a true copy of the foregoing SOUTHERN 

CALIFORNIA GAS COMPANY (U 904 G) NOTICE OF EX PARTE COMMUNICATION 

on all known interested parties of record in A.04-08-018 via email to those with an email address, 

via first class mail to those whose email address is not available, and by overnight mail to 

Administrative Law Judge John Wong and Commissioner Michael Peevey.   

Executed this 7th day of May, 2010, at Los Angeles, California. 

By:    /s/ Rose Mary Nava   
Rose Mary Nava 

CALIFORNIA PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION 
Service List - Proceeding: A.04-08-018 - Last changed:  April 23, 2010 

douglas.w.rasch@exxonmobil.com; JPong@SempraUtilities.com; npedersen@hanmor.com; 
WTobin@sempraglobal.com; jleslie@luce.com; ek@a-klaw.com; map@cpuc.ca.gov; j1pc@pge.com; 
epoole@adplaw.com; PVillegas@SempraUtilities.com; robert.pettinato@ladwp.com; 
GHealy@SempraUtilities.com; JLSalazar@SempraUtilities.com; CentralFiles@SempraUtilities.com; 
DAKinports@SempraUtilities.com; KKloberdanz@SempraUtilities.com; BMusich@SempraUtilities.com; 
sendo@ci.pasadena.ca.us; slins@ci.glendale.ca.us; bjeider@ci.burbank.ca.us; mkay@aqmd.gov; 
Case.Admin@sce.com; gloria.ing@sce.com; Michael.Alexander@sce.com; liddell@energyattorney.com; 
ekgrubaugh@iid.com; bruce.foster@sce.com; marcel@turn.org; filings@a-klaw.com; sls@a-klaw.com; 
ceyap@earthlink.net; mrw@mrwassoc.com; creheis@wspa.org; sas@a-klaw.com; wmc@a-klaw.com; 
loe@cpuc.ca.gov; fcc@cpuc.ca.gov; jnm@cpuc.ca.gov; jsw@cpuc.ca.gov; wmp@cpuc.ca.gov; 
ldecarlo@energy.state.ca.us; rmnava@semprautilities.com;  

Dave Maul 
CALIFORNIA ENERGY COMMISSION 
1516 Ninth Street, MS-48 
Sacramento, CA  95814 
 

Gary Hinners  
RRI ENERGY, INC.  
PO Box 148  
Houston, TX  77001-0148  
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