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BEFORE	  THE	  PUBLIC	  UTILITIES	  COMMISSION	  OF	  THE	  	  

STATE	  OF	  CALIFORNIA	  

Order	  Instituting	  Rulemaking	  to	  
Consider	  Smart	  Grid	  Technologies	  
Pursuant	  to	  Federal	  Legislation	  and	  on	  
the	  Commission’s	  own	  Motion	  to	  
Actively	  Guide	  Policy	  in	  California’s	  
Development	  of	  a	  Smart	  Grid	  System	  

	  
Rulemaking	  08-‐12-‐009	  

(Filed	  December	  18,	  2008)	  

	  

MOTION	  OF	  THE	  ELECTRONIC	  PRIVACY	  INFORMATION	  CENTER	  
REQUESTING	  PARTY	  STATUS	  

I. INTRODUCTION	  

	   Pursuant	  to	  rule	  1.4	  of	  the	  Rules	  of	  Practice	  and	  Procedure	  of	  the	  

California	  Public	  Utility	  Commission	  (“Commission”),	  the	  Electronic	  Privacy	  

Information	  Center	  respectfully	  submits	  this	  motion	  requesting	  party	  status.	  

II. DISCUSSION	  

	   This	  motion	  for	  party	  status	  is	  hereby	  filed	  on	  behalf	  of	  the	  Electronic	  

Privacy	  Information	  Center	  (“EPIC”),	  a	  501(c)(3)	  non—profit	  privacy	  

advocacy	  organization	  based	  in	  Washington,	  DC.	  Lillie	  Coney,	  EPIC	  Associate	  

Director,	  or	  EPIC	  attorneys	  shall	  make	  appearances	  by	  EPIC	  in	  this	  

proceeding.	  	  

	   EPIC	  is	  a	  public	  interest	  research	  center	  that	  focuses	  public	  attention	  

on	  emerging	  civil	  liberties	  issues	  and	  to	  protect	  privacy,	  the	  First	  

Amendment	  and	  constitutional	  values.	  EPIC	  has	  a	  long-‐standing	  interest	  in	  



privacy	  and	  technology	  issues.1	  EPIC	  has	  a	  specialized	  area	  of	  expertise	  

regarding	  digital	  communication	  technologies	  and	  privacy	  policy.2	  EPIC	  has	  a	  

particular	  expertise	  in	  the	  privacy	  implications	  of	  the	  Smart	  Grid	  standards,	  

as	  we	  drafted	  comments	  and	  organized	  a	  coalition	  of	  14	  organizations	  in	  

support	  of	  smart	  grid	  privacy	  for	  consideration	  of	  the	  National	  Institute	  of	  

Standards	  and	  Technology	  (NIST);3	  EPIC	  invited	  members	  of	  the	  Privacy	  

Coalition	  to	  join	  us	  as	  members	  of	  the	  NIST	  working	  group	  on	  Smart	  Grid	  

privacy	  issues;4	  EPIC	  hosted	  a	  Smart	  Grid	  privacy	  discussion	  among	  leading	  

privacy,	  consumer	  protection	  and	  civil	  liberties	  organizations	  on	  January	  22,	  

2010,	  EPIC	  hosts	  one	  of	  the	  first	  consumer	  advocate’s	  Web	  resource	  on	  

Smart	  Grid	  Privacy;5	  and	  EPIC	  is	  in	  contact	  with	  advocacy	  organizations,	  

industry,	  policy	  makers,	  and	  decision	  makers	  regarding	  privacy	  policy	  and	  

national	  Smart	  Grid	  implementation.	  	  

	   The	  Commission	  asked	  for	  comment	  on	  how	  it	  can	  “ensure	  that	  the	  

Smart	  Grid	  proposals	  funded	  in	  California	  provide	  the	  security	  for	  the	  

network	  and	  privacy	  protections	  needed.”	  EPIC	  asserts	  that	  the	  Smart	  Grid’s	  

increased	  variety	  and	  frequency	  of	  real-‐time	  energy	  usage	  data	  collection	  

will	  violate	  the	  privacy	  rights	  of	  California	  households.	  California	  leads	  the	  

	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  
1 EPIC,	  Electronic	  Privacy	  Information	  Center,	  http://www.epic.org	  (last	  visited	  Dec.	  1,	  
2009).	  
2	  EPIC,	  Privacy,	  http://www.epic.org/privacy/default.html	  (last	  visited	  Dec.	  1,	  2009).	  
3 EPIC, NIST Smart Grid Comments, 
http://epic.org/privacy/smartgrid/EPIC_Smart_Grid-Cybersecurity_12-01-09.2.pdf  
4 Privacy Coalition, http://privacycoalition.org/ 
5 EPIC, Smart Grid Page, http://epic.org/privacy/smartgrid/smartgrid.html 



nation	  in	  providing	  concrete	  and	  effective	  privacy	  protection	  for	  its	  

residence.	  The	  CPUC	  is	  at	  a	  historic	  moment	  to	  lead	  the	  nation	  in	  providing	  

much	  need	  guidance	  on	  the	  best	  means	  for	  updating	  our	  nation’s	  electric	  

utility	  capacity,	  while	  at	  the	  same	  time	  protecting	  the	  right	  of	  privacy	  within	  

the	  home.	  Californians	  must	  continue	  to	  enjoy	  the	  full	  protection	  of	  Article	  1,	  

Section	  1	  of	  the	  California	  Constitution	  as	  new	  technology	  and	  business	  

practices	  create	  new	  forms	  of	  personally	  identifiable	  information	  and	  

business	  practices	  that	  challenge	  the	  right	  of	  privacy.	  

III. Service	  	  

	   Service	  of	  notice,	  orders,	  and	  other	  communications	  and	  

correspondence	  in	  the	  proceeding	  should	  be	  directed	  to	  EPIC	  at	  the	  address	  

set	  forth	  below:	  

	   	   	   	   Lillie	  Coney	  
	   	   	   	   Electronic	  Privacy	  Information	  Center	  
	   	   	   	   1718	  Connecticut	  Avenue,	  NW	  
	   	   	   	   Suite	  200	  
	   	   	   	   Washington,	  DC	  20009	  
	   	   	   	   202-‐483-‐1140	  x	  111	  
	   	   	   	   coney@epic.org	  
	  

IV. Conclusion	  

	   The	  Electronic	  Privacy	  Information	  Center’s	  participation	  in	  this	  

proceeding	  will	  not	  prejudice	  any	  party	  and	  will	  not	  delay	  the	  schedule	  or	  

broaden	  the	  scope	  of	  the	  issues	  in	  the	  proceeding.	  For	  the	  reasons	  stated	  

above,	  EPIC	  respectfully	  requests	  the	  Commission	  grant	  this	  Motion	  for	  Party	  

Status.	  



	   Respectfully	  signed	  and	  submitted	  on	  March	  9,	  2010.	  

	   	   	   	   Electronic	  Privacy	  Information	  Center	  
	  
	   	   	   	   /s/Lillie	  Coney	  	  
	   	   	   	   LILLIE	  CONEY	  
	   	   	   	   Associate	  Director	  
	   	   	   	   Electronic	  Privacy	  Information	  Center	  
	   	   	   	   1718	  Connecticut	  Avenue,	  NW,	  Suite	  200	  
	   	   	   	   Washington,	  DC	  20009	  
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