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By this Motion, Pacific Gas and Electric Company (“PG&E”) and The Utility Reform 

Network (“TURN”) (collectively referred to as the “Joint Parties”) request that the Commission 

suspend the proceedings in this Docket until PG&E has completed the seismic studies for the 

Diablo Canyon Nuclear Power Plant (“Diablo Canyon”).  When seismic studies of the area 

around Diablo Canyon are completed and submitted to the Nuclear Regulatory Commission 

(“NRC”), the Joint Parties propose that PG&E file a motion with this Commission to restart the 

proceedings and schedule a prehearing conference to evaluate next steps.  The Division of 

Ratepayer Advocates (DRA) has authorized the Joint Parties to state that DRA does not oppose 

the Joint Motion.

I. PROCEDURAL STATUS

PG&E filed its Application in this Docket on January 29, 2010.  The first Prehearing 

Conference was held before Administrative Law Judge Barnett on April 14, 2010.  Thereafter, 

on April 15, 2010, the Commission issued its Notice of Evidentiary Hearing setting the matter 

for hearing before ALJ Barnett from October 11, 2010, through October 15, 2010.  

Following discovery and the filing by interested parties of testimony in the proceeding, 
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PG&E, DRA and TURN reached a settlement in principle of all issues in this proceeding and 

notified the Commission and parties of the settlement.  In light of that proposed settlement, the 

previously scheduled hearing on PG&E’s Application did not go forward on October 11, 2010.  

Instead, PG&E, DRA, and TURN filed a Joint Motion seeking approval of the settlement on 

November 16, 2010.  On January 28, 2011, ALJ Barnett set a hearing on the proposed settlement 

with that evidentiary hearing to begin on April 4, 2011.  That hearing was subsequently reset to 

be held on April 13, 2011, by the Commission’s February 9, 2011, order.

While the parties were preparing for the April hearing on the settlement, a massive 

earthquake and tsunami hit Japan creating a crisis at the Fukushima Dai-ichi nuclear power plant.  

On March 16, 2011, ALJ Barnett issued his “Ruling Taking Hearing Off Calendar.”  That ruling 

stated that the Application “now set for evidentiary hearing April 13, 2011, is taken off calendar 

to be reset on motion of the parties.”

Following the ALJ’s Ruling Taking Hearing Off Calendar, on April 14, 2011, 

Californians for Renewable Energy, Inc. (“CARE”) filed a Motion to Dismiss PG&E’s 

Application.  PG&E filed its opposition to CARE’s Motion on April 29, 2011.  Then, on May 19, 

2011, the Commission issued its Notice of Law and Motion Hearing setting a hearing before ALJ 

Barnett for July 7, 2011, “at which time and place all parties may appear and be heard.”  The 

Joint Parties respectfully request that this Motion be heard at that July 7, 2011, Law and Motion 

Hearing.

II. MOTION TO SUSPEND PROCEEDINGS

In response to concerns about the seismic safety characteristics of Diablo Canyon, PG&E 

asked the NRC to delay the final issuance of the plant’s license renewal, if approved, until 

seismic studies in the area are completed and the results are reported to the NRC.  On May 31, 

2011, the NRC agreed with PG&E’s request, providing a revised license renewal schedule that 
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will allow PG&E to finish these important studies and for the NRC to consider the results of the 

studies before final action is taken on our license renewal application.  A copy of the NRC’s 

letter is included as Attachment 1.

Consistent with the steps PG&E has taken at the NRC, the Joint Parties request that the 

Commission suspend these proceedings until the seismic studies are completed and have been 

submitted to the NRC.  Administrative efficiency would be best served by simply suspending the 

proceedings as they currently stand until such time as the results of the permitted seismic studies 

are complete and have been submitted to the NRC.  At that time, PG&E will file a motion with 

the Commission to schedule a prehearing conference to restart the proceedings.   The parties can 

then evaluate whether the settlement agreement should go forward or whether other steps, such 

as submitting supplemental testimony or holding evidentiary hearings are appropriate.  No party 

would be prejudiced by such a process and administrative efficiency would be served.
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III. CONCLUSION

For the reasons explained in this Motion, the Joint Parties request that the Commission 

suspend the proceedings in this Docket.  The Joint Parties request that the Commission consider 

this motion at the July 7, 2011, Law and Motion Hearing and that the matter be submitted at that 

time.
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