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BEFORE THE PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION OF THE STATE OF CALIFORNIA

Order Instituting Investigation on the 
Commission’s Own Motion to actively 
promote the development of transmission 
infrastructure to provide access to renewable 
energy resources for California. 

I.08-03-010 
(Filed March 13, 2008) 

Order Instituting Rulemaking on the 
Commission’s Own Motion to actively 
promote the development of transmission 
infrastructure to provide access to renewable 
energy resources for California. 

R.08-03-009
(Filed March 13, 2008) 

MOTION OF DIVISION OF RATEPAYER ADVOCATES TO 
SUPPLEMENT THE RECORD IN THE ORDER INSTITUTING 

RULEMAKING AND THE ORDER INSTITUTING INVESTIGATION TO 
PROMOTE THE DEVELOPMENT OF TRANSMISSION 

INFRASTRUCTURE TO PROVIDE ACCESS TO RENEWABLE ENERGY 
RESOURCES IN CALIFORNIA 

I. INTRODUCTION
Pursuant to Rule 11.1 of the Commission’s Rules of Practice and Procedures, the 

Division of Ratepayer Advocates (DRA) hereby submits a motion to supplement the 

record in the order instituting rulemaking and the order instituting investigation to 

promote the development of transmission infrastructure to provide access to renewable 

energy resources in California (hereinafter “OIR/OII”). 

DRA seeks to supplement the record so that this proceeding may consider and 

discuss the ongoing quantification analyses being done under the auspices of the 

Transmission Research Program of the Public Interest Energy Research (PIER) Program 
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administered by the California Energy Commission (CEC), entitled Strategic Benefits 

Quantification of Transmission Projects.  The particular documents DRA wishes to make 

a part of the record are:  (1) Project Introduction Briefing, Strategic Benefits 

Quantification of Transmission Projects, presented by Virgil Rose, Senior Advisor, at the 

California Public Utilities Commission, April 23, 2008; (2) Consortium for Electric 

Reliability Solutions, Strategic Benefits Quantification for Transmission Projects,

Electric Policy Group, project briefing for the California Public Utilities Commission, 

April 23, 2008. 

II. ARGUMENT 
The Commission issued this Rulemaking and Investigation to evaluate ways to 

reduce the obstacles to developing new transmission infrastructure that provide access to 

renewable energy resources in California.  Parties filed initial comments to the 

proceeding on April 16, 2008 responding to the Commission’s scoping of the issues and 

suggesting additional issues the Commission may consider in this proceeding.  Most of 

the issues that parties addressed were ways to expedite the processes of transmission 

development, particularly the interplay between the Commission’s process and the CEC 

and the California Independent System Operator’s (CAISO) processes.

DRA seeks to supplement this discussion with a record addressing the 

methodologies used to examine the benefits of transmission projects.  The two 

presentations may be relevant to the Commission’s investigation of ways to facilitate new 

transmission, particularly those associated with the state’s renewable resource 

development and greenhouse gas reduction mandates.  These documents describe 

methods and practices for incorporating strategic benefits associated with major 

transmission projects into regulatory project approval, cost allocation and cost allocation 

processes.   

DRA requests inclusion of this material into the record for this OII/OIR on 

renewable transmission, in order to initiate formal consideration of benefit quantification 

methods for application in future transmission project approval processes.  Broader 
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discussion of Commission adopted quantification methodology and other alternatives, 

done outside the context of particular proceedings for the approval of specific 

transmission projects may be more robust in developing ideas.  

For example, DRA believes that social discount rates in proceedings assessing the 

benefits (and costs) of major transmission projects might benefit more from initial 

consideration in this proceeding than in the particularized context of an application for a 

specific transmission project.  Social discount rates also reflect long-term value of new 

infrastructure to society and are used to establish the value of certain long-lived 

infrastructures such as highway construction and wastewater treatment. 

DRA urges the Commission to also take official notice of any reports of the PIER 

transmission research program.  Rule 13.9 of the Commission’s rules of practices and 

procedure provides that the Commission may take official notice of such matters that 

may be judicially noticed by the courts of the State of California.  California Evidence 

Code §452(b) provides that regulations issued by or under the authority of any state 

agency may be judicially noticed.

///

///

///
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III. CONCLUSION
For all the foregoing reasons, DRA respectfully requests that the Commission 

supplement the record in this OIR/OII with these documents. 

Respectfully submitted, 

/s/ NOEL A. OBIORA 

 Noel A. Obiora 
Staff Counsel 

Attorney for the Office of Ratepayer 
Advocates

Dave Peck and Don Smith,  
Analysts for Division of Ratepayer Advocates 

California Public Utilities Commission 
505 Van Ness Ave. 
San Francisco, CA 94102 
Phone: (415) 703-5987 

May 29, 2008    Fax: (415) 703-2262
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CERTIFICATE OF SERVICE

I hereby certify that I have this day served a copy of MOTION OF THE 

DIVISION OF RATEPAYER ADVOCATES TO SUPPLEMENT THE 

RECORD IN THE ORDER INSTITUTING RULEMAKING AND THE 

ORDER INSTITUTING INVESTIGATION TO PROMOTE THE 

DEVELOPMENT OF TRANSMISSION INFRASTRUCTURE TO 

PROVIDE ACCESS TO REVEWABLE ENERGY RESOURCES IN 

CALIFORNIA in I.08-03-010 et al. by using the following service:

[ X  ] E-Mail Service: sending the entire document as an attachment to an e-mail 

message to all known parties of record to this proceeding who provided electronic mail 

addresses.

[   ] U.S. Mail Service:  mailing by first-class mail with postage prepaid to all 

known parties of record who did not provide electronic mail addresses. 

Executed on May 29, 2008 at San Francisco, California.

/s/   JOANNE LARK 
           Joanne Lark 

N O T I C E

Parties should notify the Process Office, Public Utilities 
Commission, 505 Van Ness Avenue, Room 2000, San Francisco, 
CA  94102, of any change of address and/or e-mail address to 
insure that they continue to receive documents.  You must indicate 
the proceeding number on the service list on which your name 
appears.
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