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BEFORE THE PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION

OF THE STATE OF CALIFORNIA

Application of San Diego Gas & Electric Company
(U902M), Southern California Edison Company (U338E), A.09-08-020

Southern California Gas Company (U904G) and Pacific (Filed August 31, 2009)
Gas and Electric Company (U39M) for Authority to
Establish a Wildfire Expense Balancing Account to Record
for Future Recovery Wildfire-Related Costs.

PROTEST OF RUTH HENRICKS RELATING TO PROPOSED PHASE 11
OF THE JOINT AMENDED APPLICATION OF SOUTHERN CALIFORNIA EDISON
COMPANY, PACIFIC GAS AND ELECTRIC COMPANY, SAN DIEGO GAS &
ELECTRIC COMPANY, AND SOUTHERN CALIFORNIA GAS COMPANY

INTRODIiJCTION

Pursuant to Rule 2.6 of the California Public Utility Commission (“Commission”) Rules
of Practices and Procedures and Administrative Law Judge Maribeth Bushey’s Order at the 14
September 2010 Prehearing Conference,' Ruth Henricks files this statement in opposition to
Applicants’ proposal on page 12 of its application seeking to establish a second phase of
proceedings specifically to discuss limiting civil liabilities for the IOUs. Ruth Henricks opposes
the establishment of limits for civil liabilities for Applicants.

Should the Commission wish to entertain the issue, the Commission should require
Applicants to file a separate application so that the matter proceeds in a separate proceeding

before the Commission.

I1.
DISCUSSION

Ruth Henricks, echoing the concerns raised by the Mussey Grade Road Alliance, opposes

limiting civil liability for three reasons.

! Transcript for 14 September 2010 Prehearing Conference, p. 92. (“September 24™ for statements from

Intervenors on Phase 2 issues.”



First, limiting civil liability would provide a disincentive for the IOUs to invest in fire
preparedness and infrastructure maintenance.

Second, establishing a limit on civil liability would places the burden of wild land fire
losses on individual ratepayers who have suffered the loss to personal property as a result of the
damage.

Third, determining civil liability limits for IOUs that are distinct from other utilities is an
issue that should be discussed at the California Legislature to allow all concerned stakeholders an
opportunity to have their concerns heard. A piecemeal approach to establishing separate levels of
liability is bad public policy and would create different tiers of civil liability throughout the state.

Ruth Henricks, along with the Mussey Grade Road Alliance, therefore opposes the
proposal for a second phase of these proceedings for the purposes of reducing utility civil
liability exposure.

Should the Commission decide the issue of establishing separate civil liability for the
IOUs is one that should be adjudicated, the Commission should reject Applicants’ current
request. Rather the Commission should establish an entirely separate proceeding and the
Applicants should be required to file a separate Application. At this point, the only information
that Ruth Henricks has received to analyze the request to limit civil liability is one paragraph of
the IOUs amended application that provides insufficient detail to warrant scheduling a Phase 2 of
this proceeding. By requiring Applicants to file a separate Application, potential Intervenors
would have the opportunity to gain a complete understanding of the limits the IOUs seek, the
need for such limits, and the reasoning supporting their claims. A separate proceeding would be

the most equitable way to ensure the interests of the public are being protected.

II1.
CONCLUSION
The IOUs request to limit civil liability should be denied because it would serve as a
disincentive for the IOUs to properly maintain infrastructure, damage the ratepayers who suffer
and lose property as a result of wildfires, and this is not the proper forum for a piecemeal
approach to the discussion.
Should the Commission decide that limiting civil liability for the IOUs merits a decision,

the Commission should required that a separate proceeding be created and require the IOUs to



submit an application specific to limiting civil liability. Requiring a separate proceeding and a

separate application would protect the interests of the public.
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CERTIFICATE OF SERVICE
I hereby certify that I have this day served a copy of the foregoing PROTEST OF
RUTH HENRICKS RELATING TO PROPOSED PHASE II OF THE JOINT AMENDED
APPLICATION OF SOUTHERN CALIFORNIA EDISON COMPANY, PACIFIC GAS
AND ELECTRIC COMPANY, SAN DIEGO GAS & ELECTRIC COMPANY, AND
SOUTHERN CALIFORNIA GAS COMPANY by electronic mail to each party listed in the
attached CPUC Service List for Proceeding A0908020.

Dated this 24th day of September, 2010, at San Diego, California.

/s/ Maria E. Byrnes
Maria E. Byrnes
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