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BEFORE THE PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION OF THE STATE OF CALIFORNIA 
 
Order Instituting Rulemaking for the Purpose of 
Reviewing and Potentially Amending General Order 156 
and to Consider Other Measures to Promote Economic 
Efficiencies of an Expanded Supplier Base and to 
Examine the Composition of the Utilities’ Workforce. 
 

 
R. 09-07-027 

Filed July 30, 2009 
 

 

 
RESPONSE OF COX CALIFORNIA TELCOM, LLC DBA COX COMMUNICATIONS  

AND COX TMI WIRELESS, LLC IN RESPONSE TO QUESTIONS  
INCLUDED IN SCOPING MEMO, DATED MARCH 17, 2010 

 
I. Introduction and Scope.  

Pursuant to the Commission’s Rules of Practice and Procedure and the Assigned Commissioner 

and Administrative Law Judge Scoping Memo and Ruling Determining the Scope, Schedule and Need 

For Hearing In This Proceeding, dated March 17, 2010 (“Scoping Memo”), Cox California Telcom, LLC 

(U-5684-C), dba Cox Communications, and Cox TMI Wireless, LLC (U-4391-C) hereby submit this 

response. 

The Scoping Memo correctly reflects that utilities subject to the Commission’s jurisdiction and 

General Order (“GO”) 156 are at a different stages of success at meeting or exceeding the voluntary 

minimum target goals for WBEs, MBEs, and DVBEs as set forth in GO 156.1  To facilitate utilities work 

in this area, the Scoping Memo requested utilities share their efforts in meeting the voluntary targets set 

forth subject to GO 156.  As previously reported to the Commission, Cox California Telcom, LLC (U-

5684-C) has no reportable procurement activities subject to GO 156, as its unregulated parent company, 

CoxCom, Inc., conducts procurement on behalf of Cox California Telcom, LLC.2  Cox TMI Wireless, 

LLC d/b/a Cox Wireless (U 4391 C), a new entrant that recently began operating in California, is not 

subject to GO 156 in that its annual revenues do not exceed $25,0000.3  Although it is not a public utility, 

                                              
1  Scoping Memo, p. 13. 
2  GO 156, Rule 1.1.1 defines the universe of utilities subject to the GO and states as follows: “Purpose-These 
rules implement PU Code Sections 8281-8286 which require the Commission to establish a procedure for gas, 
electric, and telephone utilities with gross annual revenues exceeding $25,000,000 and their Commission-regulated 
subsidiaries and affiliates to submit annual detailed and verifiable plans for increasing women, minority and 
disabled veteran business enterprises' (WMDVBE) procurement in all categories.” 
3  Id. 
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as defined by the California Public Utilities Code  or otherwise a Commission-regulated entity,4 CoxCom 

Inc., voluntarily contributed to this response.  

II. Scoping Memo Questions and Responses. 

Question 1: Identify specific one-year and two-year interim steps (e.g., increase MBE spend by 
10% per year) you aspire to achieve in 2011 and 2012 in furtherance of your commitment to the 
target goals of GO 156 [15% MBE, 5% WBE, 1.5% disabled vet]. Include not only steps towards 
growth in WBEs, MBEs and DVBEs but also any sub-group or procurement category which  you 
have identified as particularly under-utilized by your company's procurement team (e.g. increase 
spend by % per year on minority disabled veteran suppliers, create a program for mentoring 
financial services suppliers, etc.) 
 
Cox Response: Cox recognizes the value of investing in diversity, and therefore, is continuing to 

challenge itself to increase the breadth of its supplier base.  To this end, Cox established a 2010 target of 

making 20% of its national discretionary purchases from Minority Business Enterprises (“MBEs”) and 

other diverse suppliers (including woman-owned businesses, Veteran-owned businesses and Lesbian Gay 

Bisexual or Transgender (“LGBT”) -owned businesses) (collectively, “Diverse Suppliers”).  Goals for 

2011 and 2012, when finalized, will also recognize Cox’s continued commitment to diverse procurement 

by increasing and maintaining its on-going relationship with Diverse Suppliers. 

To ensure that it reaches its targeted goal, Cox has commenced discussions with a potential 

vendor to assist Cox in identifying Diverse Suppliers based on sub-categories that are the same as or 

similar to those included in GO 156.  Once this review is complete, Cox will have important information 

concerning its current suppliers, and thereby, will be able to better identify areas that may benefit from 

additional focus and expansion. 

Cox may also explore implementing functionality to track its vendors by industry category with 

respect to its existing and future base of suppliers, so that it may better able identify under-represented 

groups and sub-groups and procurement areas and target such for increased expenditures.  With this 

                                              
4  While the Commission issued a California Video Franchise Certificate to CoxCom, Inc.,  “‘video service 
providers are not public utilities,’ and a ‘holder of a state franchise shall not be deemed a public utility as a result of 
providing video service. . . .’ Thus, DIVCA states that the Commission may not ‘impose any requirement on any 
holder of a state franchise except as expressly provided by . . .’ the Act.”  D.07-03-014, p. 2 (quoting California 
Public Utilities Code, sections 5810(a)(3) and 5840(a)).  (Footnotes omitted).  
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information, Cox would then be in a better position to develop plans, such as mentoring programs, that 

can assist in increasing its use of Diverse Suppliers in underutilized procurement categories (if any). 

Question 2: Is there any specific assistance you want to better advance your aspirations of 
achieving the identified interim steps for any procurement category or DBE group? 

 
Cox Response:  Cox has developed partnerships with national, regional and local organizations 

such as the Urban League, the National Council of La Raza, the Human Rights Campaign, the National 

Minority Supplier Development Council, the Walter Kaitz Foundation, the San Diego Regional Council, 

and various local Chambers in California, among others.  To ensure that it meets its 2010 target goal, Cox 

will continue to work with these groups.  Additionally, Cox will work with other companies within and 

outside of the industry to share procurement best practices. 

III. Conclusion. 

Cox appreciates the Commission facilitating discussions among interested parties with respect to 

GO 156 and permitting utilities to continue their respective efforts in engaging a broad range of suppliers. 

Dated:  May 26, 2010  Respectfully submitted, 
  /s 
       
Douglas Garrett 
Cox Communications  
2200 Powell St., Suite 1035  
Emeryville, CA 94608 
T: 510.923.6222 
E: douglas.garrett@cox.com  
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