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BEFORE THE PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION OF THE STATE OF CALIFORNIA 
 
Application of Pacific Gas and Electric 
Company for Approval of Renewable Energy 
Credit Purchase Agreements with SPI 
Corporation and TransAlta Corporation and 
for Authority to Recover Costs of the 
Agreements in Rates (U39 E) 
 

 
 

Application 09-10-035 
(Filed October 29, 2009) 

 

 
 

ADMINISTRATIVE LAW JUDGE’S RULING  
SETTING BRIEFING SCHEDULE ON PROCEDURAL ISSUES 

 

Background 

This application seeks Commission approval of contracts signed by 

Pacific Gas and Electric Company (PG&E) for the purchase of tradable renewable 

energy credits (TRECs) for compliance with the renewables portfolio standard 

(RPS) program.  On December 7, 2010, the Division of Ratepayer Advocates 

(DRA) filed a motion to dismiss the application, on the grounds that, at the time 

the application was filed, the Commission had not authorized the use of TRECs 

for RPS compliance.  PG&E filed its response to the protest on 

December 22, 2009. 

TransAlta Corporation (TransAlta) (the seller in one of the contracts) and 

the Center for Energy Efficiency and Renewable Technologies were allowed to 

become parties by the Administrative Law Judge's Ruling Granting Motions for 

Party Status (January 8, 2010).  
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The Commission adopted Decision (D.) 10-03-021 on March 11, 2010.  

Among other things, that decision authorized the use of TRECs for RPS 

compliance and set out rules and procedures for procurement of TRECs by 

investor-owned utilities. 

Discussion 

The issuance of D.10-03-021 changes the context of this proceeding.  

In order to resolve this proceeding expeditiously, parties should file briefs 

addressing the following issues: 

1.  Whether this application should be dismissed because at the time it was 

filed, the use of TRECs for RPS compliance was not authorized by the 

Commission; 

2.  Whether this application should be dismissed without prejudice to the 

contracts being submitted for Commission approval via advice letter, in 

conformance with the requirements of D.10-03-021, as implemented by 

Energy Division; 

3.  Whether this proceeding should continue, but with the application 

amended, if necessary, to conform to the requirements of D.10-03-021; 

4.  Whether this proceeding should continue based on the application as it 

was filed in October 2009; 

5.  Whether any other issues need to be considered in order to move 

forward on this application. 
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PG&E and DRA must, and other parties may, file and serve briefs of not 

more than 20 pages addressing the issues set out above not later than 

March 29, 2010.  Any party may file and serve a reply brief of not more than 

10 pages not later than April 5, 2010. 

IT IS RULED that: 

1. Opening briefs, not to exceed 20 pages, addressing the topics set out in this 

ruling must be filed and served not later than March 29, 2010. 

2. Reply briefs, if any, not to exceed 10 pages, must be filed and served not 

later than April 5, 2010. 

Dated March 18, 2010, at San Francisco, California. 

 
 
 
  /s/  ANNE E. SIMON 

  Anne E. Simon 
Administrative Law Judge 
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INFORMATION REGARDING SERVICE 

 
I have provided notification of filing to the electronic mail addresses on the 

attached service list. 

Upon confirmation of this document’s acceptance for filing, I will cause a 

Notice of Availability of the filed document to be served upon the service list to 

this proceeding by U.S. mail.  The service list I will use to serve the Notice of 

Availability of the filed document is current as of today’s date. 

Dated March 18, 2010, at San Francisco, California. 

 
 
 

/s/  CRISTINE FERNANDEZ 
Cristine Fernandez 

 
 

N O T I C E  
 

Parties should notify the Process Office, Public Utilities 
Commission, 505 Van Ness Avenue, Room 2000, San Francisco, 
CA  94102, of any change of address to ensure that they 
continue to receive documents. You must indicate the proceeding 
number on the service list on which your name appears. 
 
* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *  
 
The Commission’s policy is to schedule hearings (meetings, 
workshops, etc.) in locations that are accessible to people with 
disabilities.  To verify that a particular location is accessible, call: 
Calendar Clerk (415) 703-1203. 
 
If specialized accommodations for the disabled are needed, e.g., 
sign language interpreters, those making the arrangements must 
call the Public Advisor at (415) 703-2074 or TDD# (415) 703-2032 
five working days in advance of the event. 


