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BEFORE THE PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION OF THE STATE OF CALIFORNIA
Carole Dominguez,
Complainant,
VS. Case 07-03-006
(Filed March 8, 2007)
Pacific Gas and Electric Company (U39E),

Defendant.

ADMINISTRATIVE LAW JUDGE’S RULING
REGARDING NOTICE OF INTENT TO CLAIM COMPENSATION
FILED BY CALIFORNIANS FOR RENEWABLE ENERGY

Summary

This ruling responds to the notice of intent to claim compensation (NOI)
filed by Californians for Renewable Energy (CARE), which has intervened in this
proceeding, and finds that CARE is eligible to request intervenor compensation

based on its participation in this proceeding.

Background

Under Section 1804(a)(1),! a customer who intends to seek an award of
intervenor compensation shall, within 30 days after the prehearing conference

(PHC) is held, file and serve on all parties to the proceeding a NOI. Two PHCs

1 All Code citations are to the Public Utilities Code, unless otherwise stated.
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have been held in this proceeding on April 30, 2007 and May 18, 2007. CARE'’s
NOJ, filed on June 22, 2007, was therefore timely filed. CARE also responded to
a request for additional information from me on a timely basis.

Under Section 1804(a)(2), the NOI must address the following issues:

A. Customer Status - Whether the intervenor is a customer, as defined in

Section 1802(b);

B. Explanation of Planned Participation in the Proceeding - A

statement of the nature and extent of the customer’s planned participation in the

proceeding, so far as it is possible determine at the time of filing the NOI;

C. Estimate of Costs - An itemized estimate of the compensation that

the intervenor intends to request, given the likely duration of the proceeding;

and

D. Financial Hardship - The NOI may also address whether

participation in the proceeding will cause the intervenor significant financial
hardship, if intervenor is not found eligible for intervenor compensation. If this
issue is not addressed in the NOI, the intervenor must demonstrate significant
financial hardship resulting from participation in the proceeding in the

subsequent request for an award of intervenor compensation.

Customer Status

Section 1802(b)(1) defines three types of “customers” eligible to claim
intevenor compensation:

e A participant representing customers of a utility subject to the
jurisdiction of the Commission;

e A representative authorized by a customer; and

e A representative of a group or organization authorized in its articles of
incorporation or bylaws to represent the interests of residential customers or
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small commercial customers who receive bundled electric service from an
electrical corporation.

A “participant representing consumers” is an actual customer who
represents more than his own narrow self-interest; a self-appointed
representative.2 A “representative authorized by a customer” connotes a more
formal arrangement in which a customer, or a group of customers, selects a
presumably more skilled person to represent the customers' views in a
proceeding.3 A “representative of a group or organization” is a formally
organized group (with articles of incorporation and/or bylaws) authorized to
represent the views of customers.*

CARE has provided information which demonstrates that it is a nonprofit
organization authorized by its by-laws to represent residential customers in this
proceeding. CARE has also included a statement of one Pacific Gas and Electric
(PG&E) customer who has authorized CARE to represent her interests in this
proceeding.> Therefore, CARE qualifies as a customer under
Section 1802(b)(1)(C).

Significant Financial Hardship

In order to qualify for an award of compensation under Section 1804, the

customer must demonstrate that, in the absence of intervenor compensation,

2 Decision 98-04-059
3 1d.
4 1d.

5 CARE states that it represents a number of PG&E customers in this proceeding, but in
order to protect their privacy, has submitted the name, address, and signature of only
one customer.
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his/her participation in the proceeding will result in significant financial

hardship. Section 1802(g) defines “significant financial hardship” as follows:

... either the customer cannot afford, without undue hardship, to
pay the costs of effective participation, including advocate’s fees,
expert witness fees, and other reasonable costs of participation, or
that, in the case of a group or organization, the economic interest of
the individual members of the group or organization is small in
comparison to the costs of effective participation in the proceeding.

Here, CARE’s NOI estimates the cost of its participation in this proceeding
as $264,500, which includes attorney’s fees, fees paid to experts and land
appraisers, and other costs.® CARE’s NOI states that as of April 11, 2007,
CARE's total assets were $1890.30. According to a supplemental declaration of
CARE’s President filed on August 6, 2007, CARE presently has $433.03 available
to fund its costs in this proceeding. CARE has clearly demonstrated that the
organization cannot afford to pay the costs of its effective participation in this
proceeding, without suffering undue financial hardship. In addition, although
CARE’s members may receive non-monetary benefits from CARE's participation
in this proceeding, which relates to the safety of PG&E’s natural gas pipeline
located under the site of a youth athletic facility to be constructed in the City of
Tracy, it appears that any financial benefit to the individual members of CARE
will be very small, if any, as compared to the costs of participation in this

proceeding.

6 CARE’s estimate is based on the assumption that this case will proceed to evidentiary
hearings.
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I therefore find that CARE has shown that, in the absence of intervenor
compensation, its participation in this proceeding will result in significant
financial hardship, pursuant to Section 1802(g).

Therefore, based on the above, IT IS RULED that:

1. California for Renewable Energy’s (CARE) notice of intent to claim
compensation was timely filed and meets the requirements of Section 1804.

2. CARE qualifies as a customer entitled to request intervenor compensation in this
proceeding, pursuant to Section 1802(b)(1)(C).

3. CARE has demonstrated that, in the absence of intervenor compensation, its
participation in this proceeding would result in a significant financial hardship, pursuant
to Section 1802(g).

4. This ruling does not guarantee that CARE will receive an award of intervenor
compensation based on its participation in this proceeding. All parties which intend to
seek intervenor compensation should ensure that their efforts complement or
supplement, but do not duplicate, the efforts of other parties with similar
interests. Parties requesting intervenor compensation should discuss amongst
themselves the issues that each will address in order to promote efficiency in the
presentation of their case. Merely appearing, stating a position, and cross-
examining does not ensure an award of compensation. Intervenors must
demonstrate that their participation resulted in a substantial contribution to the
proceeding through a unique presentation of facts or arguments that were relied
upon by the assigned Administrative Law Judge or Commission in resolving this
proceeding.

Dated August 16, 2007, at San Francisco, California.
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/s/ MYRA J. PRESTIDGE

Myra J. Prestidge
Administrative Law Judge
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INFORMATION REGARDING SERVICE

I have provided notification of filing to the electronic mail addresses on the
attached service list.

Upon confirmation of this document’s acceptance for filing, I will cause a
Notice of Availability of the filed document to be served upon the service list to
this proceeding by U.S. mail. The service list I will use to serve the Notice of
Availability of the filed document is current as of today’s date.

Dated August 16, 2007, at San Francisco, California.

/s/ SANDRA M. JACKSON
Sandra M. Jackson
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Gene Lee
Michael E. Boyd PACIFIC GAS AND ELECTRIC COMPANY
CALIFORNIANS FOR RENEWABLE ENERGY, INC. 77 BEALE STREET
5439 SOQUEL DRIVE SAN FRANCISCO CA 94105
SOQUEL CA 95073 (415) 973-2042
(408) 891-9677 efl6@pge.com
michaelboyd@sbcglobal.net
For: Californians for Renewable Energy, Inc. Robert Sarvey

501 W. GRANTLINE RD
Carole Dominguez TRACY CA 95376

91A W 8TH STREET
TRACY CA 95376

(209) 834-6299
c_dominguez@hotmail.com

Stephan C. Volker

LAW OFFICE OF STEPHAN C. VOLKER
436 14TH STREET, SUITE 1300
OAKLAND CA 94612

(510) 496-0600

svolker@volkerlaw.com

For: Californians for Renewable Energy

Ed Moldavsky

Legal Division

RM. 5130

505 VAN NESS AVE

San Francisco CA 94102 3298
(415) 703-5134
edm@cpuc.ca.gov

For: CPSD

Andrew L. Niven

Attorney At Law

PACIFIC GAS AND ELECTRIC COMPANY
PO BOX 7442

SAN FRANCISCO CA 94120

(415) 973-6640

aln2@pge.com

Charles R. Lewis, Iv

Attorney At Law

PACIFIC GAS AND ELECTRIC COMPANY
PO BOX 7442, RM 3113-B30A

SAN FRANCISCO CA 94120-7442

(415) 973-6610

crl2@pge.com

For: Pacific Gas and Electric Company

(209) 835-7162
sarveybob@aol.com
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Julian E. Ajello

Consumer Protection & Safety Division
AREA 2-D

505 VAN NESS AVE

San Francisco CA 94102 3298

(415) 703-1327

jea@cpuc.ca.gov

Aimee Dalusong

Consumer Protection & Safety Division
505 VAN NESS AVE

San Francisco CA 94102 3298

(415) 703-2055

aad@cpuc.ca.gov

Bruce DeBerry

Administrative Law Judge Division
RM. 5043

505 VAN NESS AVE

San Francisco CA 94102 3298

(415) 703-1279

bmd@cpuc.ca.gov

Maurice Monson

Energy Division

AREA 4-A

505 VAN NESS AVE

San Francisco CA 94102 3298
(415) 703-3072
mdm@cpuc.ca.gov
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Harvey Y. Morris

Legal Division

RM. 5036

505 VAN NESS AVE

San Francisco CA 94102 3298
(415) 703-1086
hym@cpuc.ca.gov

For: CPSD

Richard A. Myers

Energy Division

AREA 4-A

505 VAN NESS AVE

San Francisco CA 94102 3298
(415) 703-1228
ram@cpuc.ca.gov

Myra J. Prestidge

Administrative Law Judge Division
RM. 5041

505 VAN NESS AVE

San Francisco CA 94102 3298

(415) 703-2629

tom@cpuc.ca.gov
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Lynne Brown
Vice President

CALIFORNIANS FOR RENEWABLE ENERGY, INC.

24 HARBOR ROAD

SAN FRANCISCO CA 94124
(415) 285-4628
1_brown369@yahoo.com

City Attorney

CITY OF TRACY

333 CIVIC CENTER PLAZA
TRACY CA 95376

(209) 831-6130
attorney@ci.tracy.ca.us

Alvin Greenberg

121 PAUL DR. SUITE A
SAN RAFAEL CA 94903
agreenberg@risksci.com

C0703006 LIST

Nicole Alioto

Director Of Constituent Services

OFFICE OF CONGRESSMAN JERRY MCNERNEY
5776 STONERIDGE MALL ROAD, NO.175
PLEASANTON CA 94588

(925) 737-0727

nicole.alioto@mail . house.gov



