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Decision 00-08-009  August 3, 2000

BEFORE THE PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION OF THE STATE OF CALIFORNIA

In the Matter of the Application of Airporter, Inc., dba Santa Rosa Airporter, Seller, And Golden States Coaches, Inc., dba Frontier Tours, Buyer, for approval of the transfer by sale of Passenger Stage Corporation Certificate 9023, from Seller to Buyer, pursuant to the provisions of the Public Utilities Code Section 851 et seq.

Application 00-04-019

(Filed April 6, 2000)

OPINION

Summary

Application of Golden State Coaches, Inc., dba Frontier Tours, to purchase the operating authority of  Airporter, Inc., dba Santa Rosa Airporter, is granted.

Background

Airporter, Inc. (Seller) seeks permission, pursuant to Pub. Util. Code § 851, to sell and Golden State Coaches, Inc. (Buyer) wishes to purchase passenger stage operating rights and authorities (PSC 9023) for scheduled service between points in Mendocino, Sonoma, Marin, and Alameda Counties, on the one hand, and San Francisco International Airport (SFO) and Oakland International Airport (OAK), on the other hand.  The charter-party authority of Seller is not involved.

Seller has been operating this airport shuttle service for many years.  In March 1999, Seller filed for bankruptcy protection.  It continued operation except for a short period in 2000, during an attempted merger with another carrier.  Following this unsuccessful merger, the sale contemplated in this application was arranged.  Seller is transferring its book of chartered bus tours, its trade name and logos, its operating rights, and its web site for the sum of $75,000, plus 5% of all receipts from the booked charter fees for the period of one year.  The operating equipment of Seller, other than a wheelchair van, has been returned to the lenders who hold a security interest in the buses.  The terms of this sale have been approved by the bankruptcy court by an order dated April 3, 2000.

Buyer holds a passenger stage certificate (PSC 200) and a Class A charter-party certificate (TCP 200).  It presents a balance sheet as of December 31, 1999 indicating assets of $9,541,983 and an income statement showing net profit for 1999 of $794,530.  It also shows retained earnings balance of $921,774.  Its equipment list indicates 20 vehicles, all but 2 of which have a passenger capacity of 46-47 passengers.  

Sonoma County Airport Express, Inc. (Protestant), dba Airport Express, filed a protest.  Protestant is a competitor with Seller in the Sonoma County-SFO market.  This protest was withdrawn by a filing dated May 31, 2000.  No other protests or requests for hearing have been received.

In Resolution 176-3038, dated May 4, 2000, the Commission preliminarily categorized the application as ratesetting and preliminarily determined that a hearing was not necessary.  Given the withdrawal of the protest and lack of other filings, it is not necessary to disturb the preliminary determinations made in Resolution 176-3038.  

This is an uncontested matter in which the decision grants the relief requested.  Accordingly, pursuant to Pub. Util. Code § 311(g)(2) the otherwise applicable 30-day period for public review and comment is being waived.

Findings of Fact

1. Seller holds PSC 9023, which authorizes airport scheduled shuttle service between Mendocino, Sonoma, Marin, and Alameda  Counties, and SFO and OAK.

2. Seller is currently under the protection of the bankruptcy court.

3. The bankruptcy court has approved a sale of the operating authority of Seller to Buyer under the terms described in this decision.

4. Buyer holds a passenger stage certificate and a Class A charter-party certificate from this Commission

5. Buyer has 18 coaches capable of transporting 46-47 passengers.

6. Buyer has assets of $9,541,983 and retained earnings of $921,774 as of December 31, 1999.

7. The only protest to this application has been withdrawn.

Conclusions of Law

1. Buyer has the financial ability and experience needed to operate the service of Seller.

2. The bankruptcy court has approved the sale of this authority to Buyer under the terms and conditions of their sales agreement.

3. The sale is not adverse to the public interest.

4. Since there is no protest the effective date of this order should be the date it is signed.

5. PSC 9023 should be revoked upon authorization of operations by Buyer.

ORDER
IT IS ORDERED that:

1. Within 120 days from the effective date of this decision, Airporter, Inc. (Transferor), a corporation, may transfer the operative rights specified in the application to Golden State Coaches, Inc. (Transferee) a corporation, subject to the conditions contained in the following paragraphs. 

2.  Transferee shall:

a. File a written acceptance of the transfer certificate within 30 days after this order is effective and a copy of the bill of sale. 

b. Adopt Transferor’s tariffs and timetables, state in them when the service will start, make them effective 10 or more days after this order is effective and allow at least 10 days' notice to the Commission.

c. Comply with General Orders (GO) Series 101, 104, and 158, and the California Highway Patrol (CHP) safety rules.

d. Comply with the controlled substance and alcohol testing certification program pursuant to Pub. Util. Code § 1032.1 and GO Series 158.

e. Maintain accounting records in conformity with the Uniform System of Accounts.

f. Remit to the Commission the Transportation Reimbursement Fee required by Pub. Util. Code § 423 when notified by mail to do so.

g. Comply with Pub. Util. Code §§ 460.7 and 1043, relating to the Workers’ Compensation laws of this state.

h. Enroll all drivers in the pull notice system as required by Section 1808.1 of the Vehicle Code.

3. If the sale and transfer is completed, the certificate of public convenience and necessity granted to Transferee, authorizing it to operate as a passenger stage corporation, as defined in Pub. Util. Code § 226, to transport passengers, their baggage, and express between the points and over the routes set forth in Appendix PSC-200 of Decision 93-05-037, as amended, is further amended by replacing Second Revised Pages 1 and 2, First Revised Pages 3 and 4, and Original Page 5, with Third Revised Pages 1 and 2, Second Revised Pages 3 and 4, First Revised Page 5, and Original Pages 6, 7, and 8.

4. The certificate of public convenience and necessity granted to Transferor by Decision 94-04-003, as amended, is revoked on the date the Transferee is notified that it may commence operations as provided in Ordering Paragraph 5.

5. Before beginning service to any airport, Transferee shall notify the airport's governing body.  Transferee shall not operate into or on airport property unless such operations are also authorized by the airport's governing body.

6. Transferee is authorized to begin operations on the date that the Rail Safety and Carriers Division mails a notice to Transferee that its evidence of insurance and other documents required by Ordering Paragraph 2 have been filed with the Commission and that the CHP has approved the use of Transferee’s vehicle for service.

7. The certificate of public convenience and necessity to operate as a passenger stage corporation (PSC-200), granted, as amended, herein, to Transferee, expires, unless exercised within 120 days after the effective date of this order.

8. The application is granted as set forth above.

9. This proceeding is closed.

This order is effective today.

Dated August 3, 2000, at San Francisco, California.

LORETTA M. LYNCH
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Appendix PSC – 200
Golden State Coaches, Inc.
Third Revised Page 1


(a corporation)
Cancels


Second Revised Page 1

I N D E X


Page

SECTION I.
GENERAL AUTHORIZATIONS, RESTRICTIONS, 


LIMITATIONS, AND SPECIFICATIONS ………………….......  2, 3 

SECTION II.   SERVICE AREAS ........................…………………….……….......  4 

SECTION III.  ROUTE DESCRIPTIONS ........................…………………….….. 5,6,7,8

Issued by California Public Utilities Commission. 

*Revised by Decision 00-08-009, Application 00-04-019. 

Appendix PSC – 200
Golden State Coaches, Inc.
Third Revised Page 2


(a corporation)
Cancels


Second Revised Page 2

SECTION I.
GENERAL AUTHORIZATIONS, RESTRICTIONS, LIMITATIONS,


AND SPECIFICATIONS.



Golden State Coaches, Inc., a corporation, by the certificate of public convenience and necessity granted by Decision 93-05-037, as *revised by the decision noted in the margin, is authorized to transport passengers and their baggage between certain points described in Section III, on the one hand, and specified points as described in the routes in Section III, on the other hand, and over and along the routes described in Section III, subject, however, to the authority of this Commission to change or modify the routes or service areas at any time and subject to the following provisions:   


a.
When route descriptions are given in one direction, they apply to operation in either direction unless otherwise indicated. 


b.
Service will be operated only at the designated service areas and service points listed in Section II *unless otherwise specifically indicated in Section III.


c.
Service shall be operated on a scheduled basis, *unless otherwise specifically indicated and authorized by the Commission.  Such schedules shall be the timetable filed with the Commission. 


d.
Home-to-work passengers means persons who are transported from their home locations to their work locations and or vice versa. 

Issued by California Public Utilities Commission. 

*Revised by Decision 00-08-009, Application 00‑04‑019.

Appendix PSC – 200
Golden State Coaches, Inc.
Second Revised Page 3


(a corporation)
Cancels


First Revised Page 3

SECTION I.
GENERAL AUTHORIZATIONS, RESTRICTIONS, LIMITATIONS,


AND SPECIFICATIONS (continued).


*e.
Express means the transportation of property in common carriage in passenger carrying vehicles only.  Each shipment shall not exceed 100 pounds nor 24 inches by 36 inches in size.  Applies only on Routes E and F, as described in Section III, Route Description. 


*f.
Upon ten days’ notice to the Commission and the public, carrier may move a stop location a maximum of one-half (1/2) mile, as measured in a straight ling on a map, in any direction from its location specified in this certificate.  The new stop location must be more than one-half mile from Marin Airporter’s nearest Commission-authorized stop location.  Applies only on Routes E and F, as described in Section III, Route Description


*g.
No passengers shall be transported except those having a point of origin or destination at either San Francisco (SFO) or Oakland (OAK) International Airports.  This provision applies on Routes E and F, as described in Section III, Route Description. 


h.
This certificate does not authorize the holder to conduct any operation on the property of or into any airport unless such operation is authorized by the airport authority involved.

Issued by California Public Utilities Commission. 

*Revised by Decision 00-08-009, Application 00‑04‑019.

Appendix PSC – 200
Golden State Coaches, Inc.
*Second Revised Page 4


(a corporation)
Cancels


First Revised Page 4

SECTION II.  SERVICE AREAS. (1)

 A.
HOME - TO - WORK OPERATIONS

Cities and communities in Alameda County

Dublin.


Cities and communities in Solano County

Vacaville, Vallejo, and Fairfield.


Cities and communities in Contra Costa County

Pinole, Richmond, Oakley, Antioch, Pittsburg, Concord,


Walnut Creek, San Ramon, Danville, 
Lafayette, Orinda,


Concord.

 B.
SACRAMENTO OPERATIONS

1.  The communities of Arden Fair and Rancho Cordova.

2.  Downtown/Old Sacramento is bounded by the Sacramento River on the west, American River on the north, and BUS 80 Highway on the east and south. 

(1) Formerly on First Revised Page 3.

Issued by California Public Utilities Commission. 

*Revised by Decision 00-08-009, Application 00‑04‑019.

Appendix PSC – 200
Golden State Coaches, Inc.
*First Revised Page 5


(a corporation)
Cancels


Original Page 5

SECTION III.  ROUTE DESCRIPTIONS.

A.  HOME TO WORK

UNITED AIRLINES MAINTENANCE BASE OPERATIONS -
Route 1 - Vacaville-Richmond (2)

Commencing from Vacaville then proceeding along the most appropriate streets and highways to Fairfield, Vallejo, Pinole, Richmond and to United Airlines Maintenance Base, South San Francisco (UALMB).

Route 2 - Oakley-Walnut Creek (2)

Commencing from Oakley then proceeding along the most appropriate streets and highways to Antioch, Pittsburg, Concord, Walnut Creek and to UALMB.

Route 3 - Dublin-Orinda (3)

Commencing from Dublin, then proceeding along the most appropriate streets and highways to San Ramon, Danville, Lafayette, Orinda and to UALMB. 


CITY OF SAN FRANCISCO OPERATIONS -
Route 4 - Vacaville-Richmond (3)

Commencing from Vacaville then proceeding along the most appropriate streets and highways to Fairfield, Vallejo, Pinole, Richmond and to the City of San Francisco (SF).

Route 5 - Oakley-Walnut Creek (3)

Commencing from Oakley then proceeding along the most appropriate streets and highways to Antioch, Pittsburg, Concord, Walnut Creek and to SF. 

Route 6 - Dublin-Orinda (3)

Commencing from Dublin, then proceeding along the most appropriate streets and highways to San Ramon, Danville, Lafayette, Orinda and to SF. 

(2) Formerly on First Revised Page 3.

(3) Formerly on First Revised Page 4.

Issued by California Public Utilities Commission. 

*Revised by Decision 00-08-009, Application 00‑04‑019.

Appendix PSC – 200
Golden State Coaches, Inc.
*Original Page 6


(a corporation)

SECTION III.  ROUTE DESCRIPTIONS (continued).

B.  SACRAMENTO OPERATIONS 
Route A - Arden Fair (Point West) - Sacramento Airport (4)

Commencing from Point West, then proceeding along the most appropriate streets and highways to Sacramento Metropolitan Airport (SMA).  

Route B - Rancho Cordova - Sacramento Airport (4)

Commencing from Rancho Cordova, then proceeding along the most appropriate streets and highways to SMA.  

Route C - Arden Fair (Point West) - Downtown/Old Sacramento (4)

Commencing from Point West, then proceeding along the most appropriate streets and highways to Downtown/Old Sacramento, as described in Section IIB2. 

Route D – Downtown/Old Sacramento – Sacramento International Airport (5)

Commencing from Downtown/Old Sacramento, as described in Section II B2, then proceeding along the most appropriate streets and highways to SMA.

(4) Formerly on First Revised Page 4.

(5) Formerly on Original Page 5.

Issued by California Public Utilities Commission. 

*Revised by Decision 00-08-009, Application 00‑04‑019.

Appendix PSC – 200
Golden State Coaches, Inc.
Original Page 7


(a corporation)

SECTION III.  ROUTE DESCRIPTIONS (continued).

*C.  SFO/OAK OPERATIONS
Route E  Ukiah - San Francisco International Airport (SFO)
Commencing from Raley's Travel Center, 1325 N. State Street, Ukiah, then over the most convenient and appropriate streets and highways to the following points or places:


Ukiah Airport, Ukiah


Hopland


Owl Cafe, 485 South Cloverdale Blvd., Cloverdale


Dry Creek Inn, Dry Creek Road and Route 101, Healdsburg


Raley's Shopping Center, Windsor


Santa Rosa Airport, Santa Rosa


(1) Hilton Hotel, 3555 Round Barn Blvd., Santa Rosa


(1) Courtyeard by Marriott (formerly Day’s Inn), 175 Railroad, Santa Rosa


El Rancho Motel, 2200 Santa Rosa Avenue, Santa Rosa 


(1)  I HOP, 2745 Fourth St., Santa Rosa


Innkeepers of America, Railroad Ave., Santa Rosa


Red Lion Inn, 1 Red Lion Drive, Rohnert Park


Lyon's Restaurant, 6255 Commerce Blvd., Rohnert Park


Winchell's Donut Shop, 225 S. McDowell Blvd., Petaluma


Petaluma Fairgrounds, Fairground Drive & Payran, Petaluma


(1) Travelodge, 7600 Redwood Blvd., Novato


(1) Golden Gate Transit Stop Route 101 and Marinwood, off-ramp, Marinwood


(1) Embassy Suites, Terra Linda


San Rafael Transportation Center, San Rafael


(1) Corte Madera Inn, 1815 Redwood Hwy., Corte Madera


(1) Howard Johnson's Motel, 160 Shoreline Hwy., Mill Valley


Berkeley Marriott, 200 Marina Boulevard, Berkeley


Holiday Inn, 1800 Powell St., Emeryville


and to SFO.

(1)  By Reservation Only.

Issued by California Public Utilities Commission. 

*Revised by Decision 00-08-009, Application 00‑04‑019.

Appendix PSC – 200
Golden State Coaches, Inc.
Original Page 8


(a corporation)

SECTION III.  ROUTE DESCRIPTIONS (concluded).

*C.  SFO/OAK OPERATIONS
Route F  Ukiah - Oakland International Airport (OAK)
Commencing from Raley's Travel Center, 1325 N. State Street, Ukiah, then over the most convenient and appropriate streets and highways to the following points or places:


Ukiah Airport, Ukiah


Hopland


Owl Cafe, 485 South Cloverdale Blvd., Cloverdale


Dry Creek Inn, Dry Creek Road and Route 101, Healdsburg


Raley's Shopping Center, Windsor


Santa Rosa Airport, Santa Rosa


(1) Hilton Hotel, 3555 Round Barn Blvd., Santa Rosa


(1) Courtyeard by Marriott (formerly Day’s Inn), 175 Railroad, Santa Rosa


El Rancho Motel, 2200 Santa Rosa Avenue, Santa Rosa 


(1)  I HOP, 2745 Fourth St., Santa Rosa


Innkeepers of America, Railroad Ave., Santa Rosa


Red Lion Inn, 1 Red Lion Drive, Rohnert Park


Lyon's Restaurant, 6255 Commerce Blvd., Rohnert Park


Winchell's Donut Shop, 225 S. McDowell Blvd., Petaluma


Petaluma Fairgrounds, Fairground Drive & Payran, Petaluma


(1) Travelodge, 7600 Redwood Blvd., Novato


(1) Golden Gate Transit Stop Route 101 and Marinwood, off-ramp, Marinwood


(1) Embassy Suites, Terra Linda


San Rafael Transportation Center, San Rafael


(1) Corte Madera Inn, 1815 Redwood Hwy., Corte Madera


(1) Howard Johnson's Motel, 160 Shoreline Hwy., Mill Valley


Berkeley Marriott, 200 Marina Boulevard, Berkeley


Holiday Inn, 1800 Powell St., Emeryville


and to SFO.

(1)  By Reservation Only.

Issued by California Public Utilities Commission. 

*Revised by Decision 00-08-009, Application 00‑04‑019.
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