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MAJOR MILESTONE IN PROPOSED SUNRISE  
TRANSMISSION PROJECT COMPLETED 

 

SAN FRANCISCO, January 3, 2008 - The California Public Utilities Commission (CPUC), 

in coordination with the U.S. Bureau of Land Management (BLM), today released the draft 

document assessing the environmental impacts of San Diego Gas and Electric Company’s (SDG&E) 

proposed 150-mile Sunrise Powerlink Transmission Project.   

The public has 90 days to review the draft Environmental Impact Report/Environmental 

Impact Statement (EIR/EIS) and provide comments to the CPUC and BLM.  All comments are due 

no later than April 11, 2008.   

In compliance with federal and state environmental laws, the study considered nearly 100 

alternatives to the proposed project, developing 27 of them in detail in the report.  The draft study 

reflects input from over 1,300 different organizations and individuals who provided oral and written 

comments over the course of dozens of public meetings and agency consultations.   

The CPUC and BLM will hold eight public workshops on environmental issues between 

January 28 and February 1.  The workshops will be held in Alpine, Borrego Springs, El Centro, Pine 

Valley, Ramona, San Diego, Temecula, and Warner Springs.  The CPUC Commissioner assigned to 

the case, Dian M. Grueneich, will attend three Public Participation Hearings to be held in Borrego 

Springs, Pine Valley, and Ramona on February 25 and 26.  Formal evidentiary hearings with expert 

witness cross-examination are scheduled for April in both San Diego and San Francisco.  Additional 

information about the workshops and hearings is provided below, as well as the schedule for the 

remainder of the proceeding. 

SDG&E’s proposed route for Sunrise crosses roughly 25 miles through the Anza-Borrego 

State Park.  As required by law, the CPUC and BLM environmental staffs have worked with parties 



 

 2 

to analyze alternative routes that bypass the park.  The environmental study addresses not only the 

150-mile proposed route, but also alternative routes – many proposed by participants in the public 

comment process.  Also required by law, the study considers a range of non-transmission 

alternatives to the line, including generation-based alternatives and a no-project alternative.   

Cognizant of the reliability risks posed by fires in Southern California, the study devotes 

over 300 pages to the fire risks posed to both the proposed and potential alternative routes.   

The draft document identifies several alternatives that are “environmentally superior” to the 

proposed project.  These alternatives are projected to create fewer or less extensive significant and 

unmitigated impacts than the proposed project, though they do not necessarily meet all of the 

proposed project’s objectives.  The alternatives found to be superior to the proposed project include 

two in-basin generation scenarios and three alternative transmission line routes, including 

construction of an electrically similar transmission line along a southern route parallel to Interstate 8 

and the existing Southwest Powerlink (SWPL).  This proposed southern route alternative heads west 

from the Imperial Valley area and cuts north after 36 miles, thus avoiding Anza-Borrego and the 

high fire risk areas associated with the SWPL line.  It is also 40-miles shorter than the proposed 

project.   

Cost differences between the proposed project and the potential alternatives are among the 

issues to be addressed in the Phase II hearings scheduled for April. 

The draft EIR/EIS, and the final version to be published after public comment, are intended 

to inform the public and CPUC and BLM decision makers, but not dictate the outcome of their 

decisions.  Thus, the document does not make a recommendation regarding the approval or denial of 

SDG&E’s proposed project.  It is purely informational and, when finalized, will be used by the 

CPUC and BLM in considering whether to approve the proposed project or any of the alternatives 

analyzed in the document. 

 An electronic version of the draft EIR/EIS, as well as additional information about the 

environmental workshops and public participation hearings is available at:  

www.cpuc.ca.gov/Environment/info/aspen/sunrise/sunrise.htm.  

 A copy of the Executive Summary of the draft EIR/EIS (including a DVD of the entire 

document) can be requested by phone or fax at (866) 711-3106 or by e-mail at sunrise@aspeneg.com.   

 A limited number of hard copies of the entire document are also available upon request. 

The schedule for the remainder of the Sunrise proceeding is as follows: 

 



 

 3 

Publication of Draft EIR/EIS January 3, 2008 
Draft EIR/EIS Workshops Conducted by 
Environmental Review Team 

January 28 – February 1, 2008 

Telephonic Discovery Conferences Begin Again, 
to Continue Weekly As Needed 

February 5, 2008, 2 p.m. 
877-347-9604 
Code – 771069 

Public Participation Hearing - Pine Valley February 25, 2008, 6:30 p.m. 
Public Participation Hearing - Borrego Springs February 26, 2008, 1 p.m. 
Public Participation Hearing - Ramona February 26, 2008, 7 p.m. 
All Parties Phase 2 Direct Testimony March 12, 2008 
All Parties Phase 2 Rebuttal Testimony March 28, 2008 
Fourth Prehearing Conference April 2, 2008, San Francisco and By Telephone:  

877-347-9604 
Code – 771069 

Phase 2 Evidentiary Hearings Begin April 7, 8 & 9, 2008 at the 
California Center for Sustainable Energy 
8690 Balboa Ave., Suite 100 
San Diego, CA  92123-1502 
On the first day, we will start at 10 a.m. 

Phase 2 Evidentiary Hearings Continue Day-to-
Day As Needed 

April 14, 2008 at the 
Commission Courtroom 
505 Van Ness Avenue 
San Francisco, CA 94102 
On the first day, we will start at 10 a.m. 

Public Comments on Draft EIR/EIS Due April 11, 2008 
Phase 2 Opening Briefs May 30, 2008, or sooner, depending on the 

length of hearings 
Phase 2 Reply Briefs June 13, 2008 or sooner, depending on the 

length of hearings 
Final EIR/EIS Published June 2008 
Proposed Decision Mailed July 2008 
First CPUC Decision Opportunity August 2008 

 

For more information on the CPUC, please visit www.cpuc.ca.gov. 
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