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PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION OF THE 
STATE OF CALIFORNIA 

REGULATIONS FOR THE PROCUREMENT OF PROFESSIONAL SERVICE 
FIRMS (REQUEST FOR QUALIFICATIONS-RFQ) 

(Adopted October 18, 1995; effective October 18, 1995, by Decision 95-10-042.) 

SECTION I. INTRODUCTION 

These procedures implementing Government Code Sections 
4525-4529.5, which govern the procurement of the professional 
services of private architectural, landscape architectural, engineering, 
environmental, land surveying, or construction project management 
firms, have been established by the California Public Utilities Com- 
mission (Commission} to permit the issuance of Requests For Quali- 
fication (RFQ) and the subsequent selection of private professional 
services, as necessary, and consistent with applicable laws, to carry out 
the responsibilities of the Commission. Consistent with the provision 
of Government Code Section 4529, these procedures shall not apply in 
circumstances where the Commission’s Executive Director deter- 
mines that the services needed are more of a technical nature and 
involve little professional judgment and that requiring bids would be 
in the public interest. It is the Commission’s intention that these 
procedures be fully understood by all agencies of government, as well 
as firms seeking to provide services to the State. 

SECTION II. DEFINITIONS 

As used in these regulations, the following definitions apply: 

A. “Commission” means the California Public Utilities Commission. 

B. “Director” means the Executive Director, or the person(s) 
designated to act on his/ her behalf, of the California Public Utilities 
Commission. 

C. “Architectural, landscape architectural, engineering, environ- 
mental and land surveying services” includes those professional 
services of an architectural, landscape architectural, engineering, 
environmental, or land surveying nature as well as incidental services 
that members of these professions and those in their employ may 
logically or justifiably perform. 

D. “Construction project management” means those services pro- 
vided by a licensed architect, registered engineer, or licensed general 
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contractor which meet the requirements of Government Code Sec- 
tion 4529.5 for management and supervision of work performed on 
state construction projects.’ 

E. “Environmental services” means those services to be procured 
outside the State of California civil service in connection with project 
development and permit processing to comply with Federal and State 
environmental laws, including the processing and awarding of claims 
pursuant to Chapter 6.75 (commencing with Section 25299.10) of 
Division 20 of the Health and Safety Code. 

F. “Firm” means any individual, firm, partnership, corporation, 
association, or other legal entity permitted by law to practice the 
professions enumerated in paragraphs C, D, and E, above. 

means the Commission staff member as- 
the scope of the project, as defined in the contract. 

H. A “small business” firm is one that has been certified by the 
State Office of Small and Minority Business (OSMB) . 

SECTION 111. STA BARDS OF CONDUCT 

A. It is the Commission’s intent that all parties interested and/or 
involved in the implementation of these professional service procure- 
ment procedures, including but not limited to Commission employees 
and principals and employees of prospective and contracted profes- 
sional service firms, fully understand the consequences of engaging in 
unlawful activity. Such unlawful activity may include, but is not 
limited to, offering or giving rebates, kickbacks, or other unlawful 
consideration toward securing a contract or favorable treatment with 
respect to compensation, terms, amendment, or the evaluation of 
contract performance. If it is found, after notice and hearing by the 
Director, that any such activity was undertaken by a contractor, the 
Director may terminate the right of the contractor to proceed, 
provided that the facts upon which the Director makes such findings 
may be reviewed in any competent court. In such event, the 
Commission may also pursue the same remedies against the contrac- 
tor as it could in the event of contract breach, as well as penalty and 
exemplary damages. 

Commission employees found by the Director to have participated 
in such unlawful activity will be subject to appropriate disciplinary 
and legal action by the Commission. 

B. No participant in the Commission’s contractor selection or 
contract negotiation process shall have a personal, business, or 
financial interest in a person or business entity seeking a contract 

’ Government Code Section 4529.5 provides: 
“Any individual or firm proposing to provide construction project management services 
pursuant to this chapter shall provide evidence that the individual or firm and its personnel 
carrying out onsite responsibilities have expertise and experience in construction project design 
review and evaluation, construction mobilization and supervision, bid evaluation, project 
scheduling, cost-benefit analysis, claims review and negotiation, and general management and 
administration of a construction project.” 
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