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BEFORE THE PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION OF THE STATE OF CALIFORNIA

	Utility Consumers’ Action Network (UCAN),



Complainant,


vs.

Sprint Telephony PCS, L.P. (U3064C) dba Sprint PCS, aka Sprint Spectrum L.P., aka Sprint Nextel, aka Wireless L.P. (U3062C), and related entities collectively “Sprint,”



Defendant.


	Case 08-08-026

(Filed August 25, 2008)


ORDER EXTENDING STATUTORY DEADLINE

Summary

Public Utilities Code Section 1701.2(d) provides that adjudicatory matters such as this complaint case shall be resolved within 12 months after they are initiated, unless the Commission makes findings why that deadline cannot be met and issues an order extending the 12-month deadline.
  In this proceeding, the 12-month deadline for resolving the case is August 25, 2009.

Procedural Background

On August 25, 2008, the Utility Consumers Action Network (UCAN) filed this Complaint against Sprint Telephony PCS, L.P dba Sprint PCS aka Sprint Nextel, aka Wireless L.P. (Sprint) alleging that Sprint’s Pioneer Program violated numerous provisions of California law and the Commission’s rules and regulations.

On November 2, 2008, Sprint filed its answer to the complaint and stated that it had identified billing and service errors with regard to the Pioneer Program and that it was working diligently to correct these errors.

On December 17, 2009, the assigned Administrative Law Judge (ALJ) convened a prehearing conference where the parties committed to work toward a mutually acceptable resolution of the complaint and requested that the Chief ALJ assign another ALJ to provide any Alternative Dispute Resolution services required by the parties.  Although such an assignment was made by ruling on January 15, 2009, the parties have been able to resolve most matters among themselves to date.

On January 16, 2009, UCAN filed and served its Notice of Intent to Claim Intervenor Compensation for its work in this proceeding.

On June 12, 2009, the parties submitted a joint status report wherein they reported that they have been engaged in active discussions for settlement of the proceeding.  The parties have found these efforts to be productive but not yet complete.  They, therefore, requested and were granted an extension until September 15, 2009, to continue their efforts and submit a status report.

Discussion

As demonstrated by the procedural history set forth above, it will not be possible to resolve this case by August 25, 2009.  Because of these circumstances, it is appropriate to extend the deadline in this case to August 25, 2010.

Waiver of Comments on Proposed Decision

Under Rule 14.6(c)(4) of the Rules of Practice and Procedure (Rules), the Commission may waive the otherwise applicable 30-day period for public review and comment on a decision that extends the 12-month deadline set forth in § 1701.2(d).  Under the circumstances of this case, it is appropriate to waive the 30-day period for public review and comment.

Assignment of Proceeding

Dian M. Grueneich is the assigned Commissioner and Maribeth A. Bushey is the assigned ALJ in this proceeding.

Finding of Fact

An extension of time until August 25, 2010 should allow adequate time for Commission time to resolve this matter.

Conclusions of Law

1. It will not be possible to resolve this case by August 25, 2009.

2. The 12-month statutory deadline should be extended to August 25, 2010, to allow for resolution of this proceeding.

3. Today’s order should be made effective immediately.

ORDER

IT IS ORDERED that the 12-month statutory deadline in this proceeding is extended to and including August 25, 2010.

This order is effective today.

Dated 




, at San Francisco, California.

�  All section references are to the Public Utilities Code.
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