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DECISION EXTENDING STATUTORY DEADLINE
Public Utilities (Pub. Util.) Code § 1701.2(d) provides that adjudicatory cases shall be resolved within 12 months of the date that they are initiated unless the Commission makes findings as to why that deadline cannot be met and issues an order extending that deadline.  This matter has been categorized as adjudicatory, and the twelve-month deadline for resolving this proceeding is November 6, 2009.

On November 6, 2008, the Commission issued the above-titled Order Instituting Investigation in order to determine whether San Diego Gas & Electric Company (SDG&E) violated any provision of the Public Utilities Code, general orders, other rules, or requirements with respect to utility facilities, which have been linked to the Witch and Rice Fires of October 2007 and whether, in the course of the investigation, SDG&E failed to cooperate with the Consumer Protection and Safety Division (CPSD).  As directed, SDG&E responded to the Order in January 2009.  CPSD filed supplemental testimony on March 20, 2009.  Evidentiary hearings were scheduled for July 13-17, 2009.

On July 13, 2009, CPSD and SDG&E advised the assigned Commissioner and the Administrative Law Judge (ALJ) at the Prehearing Conference that they had reached a settlement agreement in principle on key terms.  The parties have reported regularly on their progress in capturing the terms of the agreement in writing.  In the mid-September telephonic conference, they indicated that the agreement was slowly but steadily taking form.  Neither party suggested that the agreement would be finalized and ready for presentation to the Commission by November 6.  An extension of the statutory deadline is reasonable to accommodate the completion of the settlement agreement and its submission to the Commission.

Waiver of Comment Period
Under Rule 14.6(c)(4) of the Commission’s Rules of Practice and Procedure, the Commission may reduce or waive the period for public review and comment of proposed decisions extending the deadline for resolving adjudicatory proceedings.  Accordingly, pursuant to this rule, the otherwise applicable period for public review and comment is waived.
Assignment of Proceeding

Timothy Alan Simon is the assigned Commissioner and Jacqueline A. Reed is the assigned ALJ in this proceeding.

Findings of Fact

1. This proceeding was initiated on November 6, 2008.
2. Based upon the statutory deadline, this proceeding must be resolved within twelve months of its initiation, unless this date is extended.

3. An extension of the twelve-month deadline is necessary because the parties indicate that they need additional time to finalize their agreements and submit them to the Commission for approval.

Conclusions of Law

1. The twelve-month statutory deadline imposed by Pub. Util. § 1701.2(d) should be extended 180 days, until May 6, 2010, in order to accommodate finalization of the parties’ settlement agreements and submission of the agreements to the Commission for approval.
2. This matter should be effective immediately.

ORDER

IT IS ORDERED that the twelve-month statutory deadline in this proceeding is extended 180 days, until May 6, 2009.
This order is effective today.

Dated 




, at San Francisco, California.
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