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State of California Public Util it ies Commission 
 San Francisco 
 
M E M O R A N D U M  
 
Date: January 5, 2012 
 
To: The Commission 
 (Agenda Distribution List) 
 
From: Rahmon O. Momoh 

Advisor to Commissioner Timothy Alan Simon 
 
Subject: Discussion and Action on Proposed Appointments to the Low Income 

Oversight Board 

 

Public Utilities Code Section 382.1 establishes the Low Income Oversight Board (LIOB) 
to advise the Commission on low-income electric, gas, and water customer issues.  The 
LIOB is comprised of eleven members, five of which must have experience working 
with low-income communities (also known as “public representative” positions).  The 
Commission approves the public representative positions.  Article 3.2 of the LIOB 
Charter provides that the eleven LIOB members serve two-year terms commencing 
upon appointment by the Commission.  On October 15, 2011, the term expired for three 
of the LIOB public representative positions.  On December 31, 2011, the term of the 
representative from the California Department of Community Services and 
Development (CSD) expires. 

Commissioner Timothy Alan Simon issued an Assigned Commissioner Ruling on June 
27, 2011 seeking applications for the available positions.  Following a review of the 
applications and interviews with the applicants, Commissioner Simon recommends 
that, during the January 12, 2012 business meeting, the Commission approve the 
appointments of Ortensia Lopez, Larry Gross, and Patricia Watts to the three LIOB 
public representative positions.  Commissioner Simon also recommends that the 
Commission approve the re-appointment of Jason Wimbley by the CSD. 

Ms. Lopez is a founding member of the LIOB since 2002.  Ms. Lopez is a recognized 
leader on a number of issues facing low-income communities. Her experience and skills 
serving low-income residents is unique. Her knowledge in low-income communities is 
especially strong in areas related to energy and telecommunications. Over the past few 
years she has been working diligently in areas related to energy efficiency and outreach 
to low-income communities. 

Mr. Gross is the Executive Director of the Los Angeles-based Coalition for Economic 
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Survival (CES) where he has worked for the past 38 years, Mr. Gross works directly 
with the area’s lowest income families helping to address their needs for affordable 
housing and utilities are met.  Mr. Gross was appointed by the Mayor and Chairperson 
of the L.A. City Council Housing and Community Development Committee to serve on 
the Advisory Committee for the Study of the Economic Impact of Major Rehabilitation 
Evictions on low income households. He was also a member of L.A. City 
Councilmember Eric Garcetti's Slum Housing Task Force. Most recently, he was a City 
Council appointee to the seven-member Tenant-Landlord Oversight Committee of the 
“Economic Study of the Rent Stabilization Ordinance and the Los Angeles Housing 
Market. 

Ms. Watts worked in various management positions for over 22 years at the Southern 
California Edison (SCE).  She is currently President/CEO of FCI Management, an 
energy efficiency company based in Long Beach, California.  She was responsible for 
local governmental relations and public affairs at SCE where she developed knowledge 
of government regulation, policy and regulatory affairs.  She is on Board of Directors of 
the California Black Chamber of Commerce, Community Build, Koreatown Youth and 
Community Center and Goals for Life, and currently Chair the Minority Business 
Enterprise Input Committee of the Southern California Minority Business Development 
Council.  In addition, she is on the board of directors of the Los Angeles Chapter of 
American Association of Blacks in Energy for over 20 years.  The organization is in the 
forefront of supporting policies for low-income communities across the nation; 
championing legislative policies that provide low income residents with energy services 
such as weatherization and CARE programs. 

Jason Wimbley is a Division Chief with the California State Department of Community 
Services and Development’s a position he has held since October 2001.  In this capacity, 
Mr. Wimbley is primarily responsible for overseeing the statewide administration of 
federally-funded low-income energy programs and environmental lead hazard control 
grant programs in targeted areas.  Mr. Wimbley has worked over 18 years with the 
Department of Community Services and Development; nine of these years serving in a 
management capacity with low-income energy and environmental programs. 

Mr. Wimbley possesses extensive experience in working with low-income communities 
California utility companies, and public and private stakeholder organizations in a 
variety of areas, including:  program planning and implementation, social marketing 
development, and service delivery and coordination.  Since September 2001, Mr. 
Wimbley has maintain a leadership role on the  Low Income Oversight Board (LIOB) 
established by the legislature for the purpose of advising the California Public Utilities 
Commission (CPUC or Commission) on the energy low-income assistance programs of 
utilities under the jurisdiction of the Commission. 

Ms. Lopez, Mr. Gross, Ms. Watts, and Mr. Wimbley are highly qualified for the 
appointments and will be valuable additions to the LIOB. 


