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BEFORE THE PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION OF THE STATE OF CALIFORNIA

	In the Matter of the Application of Blue & Gold Fleet, LP, a limited liability partnership, to increase fare levels for the transportation of passengers in vessel common carrier service between Alameda/Oakland, on the one hand, and authorized points in San Francisco and Angel Island State Park, on the other hand.


	Application 03-07-038
(Filed June 24, 2003)


OPINION

Summary

This decision grants the application of Blue & Gold Fleet, L.P. (Applicant), a limited partnership, to increase its fares pursuant to Pub. Util. Code § 454.

Discussion

Applicant is authorized by Decision (D.) 95-12-071, as amended, to operate as a vessel common carrier (VCC), as defined in Pub. Util. Code § 226, transporting passengers and their baggage on a scheduled, non-scheduled, and emergency basis between points on San Francisco Bay.  Its operations include a ferry service between Alameda/Oakland and San Francisco provided under  contract with the City of Alameda.  The City of Alameda and the Port of Oakland administer the Alameda/Oakland Ferry Service (AOFS) pursuant to a joint powers agreement.  The City of Alameda acts as lead agency. 

 Operation of the AOFS is funded by fare box revenues and public subsidies.  The subsidies are derived from Alameda County Measure B Sales Tax revenue, Metropolitan Transportation Commission Regional Measure 1 - 5% Bridge toll program, and a local match contribution by the Port of Oakland.  Applicant operates the AOFS using two publicly owned vessels, the Peralta and the Encinal.  

Applicant requests a $0.25 increase in its one-way fares between Alameda/Oakland and San Francisco.  The increase will result in fares of $5.25 for Adults, $2.50 for Juniors (5 to 12 years), and $4.00 for Active Military.
   The increase would also apply to Applicant's 10, 20, and 40-ticket books.  The requested increase is projected to produce additional revenue of $102,720 in the first full year of implementation.  Even with the increase, however, the public agencies administering the AOFS project an annual budget shortfall of $123,406.  The last fare increase for this service was authorized by Decision 02-09-010.

The public was notified of the proposal to increase fares through (1) posting on the AOFS Web site; (2) onboard flyers and postings at each East Bay ferry terminal; (3) a press release; and (4) ferry ride-alongs by ferry service staff. The fare increases were approved by Alameda City Council at its public meeting of June 17, 2003.

 Notice of filing of the application appeared in the Commission’s Daily Calendar on July 29, 2003.

In Resolution ALJ 176-3117 dated August 21, 2003, the Commission preliminarily categorized this application as ratesetting, and preliminarily determined that hearings were not necessary.  No protest has been received.  Given this status, public hearing is not necessary, and it is not necessary to alter the preliminary determinations made in Resolution ALJ 176-3117.

This is an uncontested matter in which the decision grants the relief requested.  Accordingly, pursuant to Pub. Util. Code § 311(g)(2), the otherwise applicable 30-day period for public review and comment is being waived.

Assignment of Proceeding

Richard Clark is the assigned Examiner in this proceeding.

Findings of Fact

1. Applicant is a VCC authorized to provide scheduled, non scheduled, and emergency vessel service between points on San Francisco Bay.
2. Applicant operates the AOFS under contract with the City of Alameda.
3. Applicant requests authority to increase by $0.25 its one-way tariff fares between Alameda/Oakland and San Francisco currently published for Adults, Juniors, and Active Military.

4. The increase is expected to generate additional revenue of $102,720 annually.

5. The public agencies administering the AOFS project an annual budget shortfall of $123,406 under the proposed fares.

6. No protest to the application has been filed.

7. A public hearing is not necessary.

8. It can be seen with certainty that there is no possibility that the activity in question may have a significant effect on the environment.

Conclusions of Law

1. The application to increase the current fares should be granted.

2. Since the matter is uncontested, the decision should be effective on the date it is signed.

3. Applicant should be authorized to publish the increased fares and make them effective on not less than five days' notice.  

ORDER

IT IS ORDERED that:

1. Blue & Gold Fleet, LP, (Applicant) a limited partnership, is authorized under Pub. Util. Code § 454 to establish the increased vessel common carrier fares set forth in the application.  
2. Tariff amendments containing the authorized fare increases may be filed on or after the effective date of this order.  They may become effective five days or more after the effective date of this order provided that the public and the Commission are given not less than five days’ notice.
3. Applicant shall inform the public of the increased fares and their effective date by posting notices in its terminals and on its vessels.  Such notices shall be posted at least five days before the effective date of the fare changes and shall remain posted for at least 30 days.

4. This authority shall expire unless exercised within 90 days after the effective date of this order.

5. The Application is granted as set forth above.

6. This proceeding is closed.

This order is effective today.

Dated 



, at San Francisco, California.

� Applicant's published fares for Seniors, Disabled, and School Groups are not affected.
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