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RESOLUTION

Resolution E-3717. Pacific Gas and Electric Company (PG&E) requests authority to deviate from California Public Utilities Code Section 320 for the California Department of Transportation (Caltrans). PG&E requests authority to relocate two of its wood poles of an existing 12 kilovolt distribution pole line facility along the southerly side of Graton Road, west of California State Highway Route 116 in the County of Sonoma.   Approved.     

By PG&E letter dated July 18, 2000.

Summary

Commission Decision (D.) 80864 requires utilities to seek Commission approval for construction of overhead installations in a scenic corridor.  This Resolution would grant authority for PG&E to relocate two wood poles near California State Highway 04-116 (Scenic Highway 116).

Pacific Gas and Electric Company (PG&E), by letter dated July 18, 2000, requested authority for a deviation from Section 320, (Statutes, 1971, Chapter 1697) of the Public Utilities Code (PU Code) to relocate two wood poles.  The two poles will be moved approximately six feet south from their current location along Graton Road near the Highway.

No protests were received for these deviation requests.

This Resolution approves PG&E’s request because of the costs of undergrounding the electrical overhead line.

This authority will accommodate the installation of traffic signals and minor road widening for a CalTrans project.

BACKGROUND

California Public Utilities Code (PU Code) Section 320 was enacted in 1971, Chapter 1697, and reads in part, as follows:

“The legislature hereby declares that it is the policy of this state to achieve, whenever feasible, and not inconsistent with sound environmental planning, the undergrounding of all future electric and communication distribution facilities which are proposed to be erected in proximity to any highway designated a state scenic highway pursuant to Article 2.5 (commencing with Section 260) of Chapter 2 of Division 1 of the  Streets and Highways Code and which would be visible from such scenic highways if erected above ground.”

D. 80864 states that: “No respondent electric or communication utility, …shall install overhead distribution facilities in proximity to any highway designated a State Scenic Highway pursuant to Article 2.5 (commencing with Section 260) of Chapter 260) of Chapter  2 of Division 1 of the Streets and Highways Code and which would be visible from such scenic highways if erected above ground, unless (a) a showing is made before the Commission and a finding made by the Commission that undergrounding would not be feasible or would be inconsistent with sound environmental planning…”

By Advice Letter Non-29, dated July 18, 2000, PG&E has been requested by Caltrans to relocate two wood poles of an existing 12 kilovolt distribution pole line facility along the southerly side of Graton Road, west of California State Highway Route 116 in the County of Sonoma.  The project is required to improve safety and traffic flow at the intersection.  

In order to accommodate the installation of  traffic signals and minor road widening for this project, PG&E must relocate two wood poles.  The two poles will be moved approximately six feet south from the current location.

The existing poles are within a portion of California State Route 116, a designated State Scenic Highway, and relocation of these poles would be subject to PU  Code Section 320.  The P.U. Code requires that all future electric facilities (including the relocation of existing poles) within 1,000 feet of a scenic highway be undergrounded.   D. 80864 dated December 19, 1972, implemented PU Code Sec. 320.

In PG&E’s opinion, relocating the existing wood poles would not significantly impact the scenic corridor during the shoulder widening project.  Therefore, the Company hereby requests a deviation from  PU Code Sec. 320 to allow the relocation.

The County of Sonoma has reviewed the plans for relocating the poles and recommends a deviation be granted, as stated in its letter, dated June 28, 2000.

According to a PG&E response to an Energy Division data request dated October 16, 2000, PG&E currently maintains a 12kv pole line along Graton Road perpendicular to Scenic Highway 116.  This line crosses Highway 116 and continues along Frei Road to the east.  The proposed road widening affects the beginning two existing poles west of the highway and along Graton Road to the east.

The proposed road widening affects the first two existing poles west of the highway and along Graton Road.  The poles will be moved, if approved, approximately 6 feet back in order to accommodate the new intersection.  The first existing pole on Graton Road is located approximately 80 feet from the highway intersection.  This pole, in addition to being moved back, will also be  26 feet closer to Highway 116.  

The total cost for the overhead relocation will be $14,300.  To relocate the same facilities underground, it will cost $75,300.  PG&E provided the two estimates which are detailed as follows:

Cost Responsibility for Undergrounding:

  Land…………………….…    $ 4,434

 Trenching………………..…….    17,632

 Backfill material…….………...      6,282

Conduit, boxes substructure          7,695

Conductors……………..……        24,530 

Poles, Risers, devices,

And fixtures……………..……        6,024

Miscellaneous……………...            8,689

TOTAL…....…………………      $75,286

Cost Responsibility for Overhead Relocation:

Land…………………………       $ 3,486

Poles and Cross arms…….…        3,880

Fixtures and Miscellaneous..         6,947

TOTAL……………………         $14,313 

The relocated poles will be the same, existing poles.  The  poles will be located closer to the highway than the existing poles.  The visibility of the poles, line and facilities from the highway would change very little.

Caltrans proposes to install full-traffic-actuated signals at the intersection of Highway 116 and Graton Road.  Minor widening of the existing Highway 116 and Graton Road is also included in the project.  To accommodate the widening of the existing roadway, it will be required for the joint poles to be relocated approximately 6 feet back.  As indicated in Caltrans’ letter dated April 3, 2000, this project will improve the intersection’s safety and traffic flow.

NOTICE

Notice of PG&E’s letter requesting a deviation was made by publication in the Commissions’s calendar and distribution to the County of Sonoma and Caltrans.

PROTESTS 

No protests were received for this deviation request.

DISCUSSION

The estimate for undergrounding electric facilities is placed at $75,300, as compared to overhead relocation at $14,300.  The estimate for undergrounding telephone facilities is $57,750 as compared to overhead relocation at $18,550; the estimate for undergrounding cable television facilities is $26,000 as compared to overhead relocation at $4,000.   

This is a total estimated undergrounding cost of $159,050 as compared to overhead line relocation costs of $36,850, or a ratio of underground-overhead costs at 4.3-1.

In previous Commission Decisions, where the cost of undergrounding substantially exceeds the cost of relocating overhead facilities, the Commission usually granted deviations on the basis of excessive costs.  An excessive cost ratio (underground versus overhead costs) supports a deviation from the underground requirements and has been used as a guideline in several Commission Decisions and Resolutions.  For example, the Commission adopted a deviation for overhead facilities installation in Sonoma County, Resolution E-3567, dated October 8, 1998, for the Cohn winery, based on a cost ratio of 3.3 to one.  Since the cost of undergrounding substantially exceeds the cost of relocating the overhead facilities the request for a deviation from PU Code Section 320 is reasonable.

The relocation of the existing poles would not significantly impact the scenic corridor visibility.

The Energy Division therefore recommends that the Commission grant PG&E’s request for a deviation from PU Code Section 320.  The authority would allow PG&E to relocate the two wood poles of an existing 12 kilovolt distribution pole line facility along the southerly side Graton Road, west of California State Highway Route 116 in the County of Sonoma.  The relocation project is required to improve safety and traffic flow at the intersection.

COMMENTS 

This is an uncontested matter in which the Resolution grants the relief requested.  Accordingly, pursuant to PU Code Section 311(g)(2), the otherwise applicable 30-day period for public review and comment is being waived.

FINDINGS 

1. D.80864 prohibits installation of overhead distribution facilities within 1,000 feet of a designated State Scenic Highway.  This portion of California State Highway 116 is a scenic highway.

2. D. 80864 permits deviation from such prohibition on letter, reviewed by Commission staff and approved by Commission Resolution.

3. By letter dated July 18, 2000, PG&E requested a deviation from the undergrounding requirements of PU Code Section 320.  Caltrans and PG&E would not permit construction without a deviation from the Commission.

4. The estimated ratio of undergrounding to overhead line relocation costs is  4.3-1.  Past Resolutions have granted similar authority for costs of 3-1.

5. The visibility of the relocated facilities does not differ significantly from that of the original facilities.

6. Approval of PG&E’s request to relocate two wood poles of an existing 12 kilovolt distribution pole line facility along the southerly side of Graton Road, west of California Scenic State Highway Route 116 in the County of Sonoma is reasonable.

THEREFORE, IT IS ORDERED THAT:

1. Pacific Gas and Electric Company’s request for deviation to relocate two wood poles and facilities near State Scenic Highway 116 in the County of Sonoma is approved.

2. This Resolution is effective today.

I certify that the foregoing resolution was duly introduced, passed and adopted at a conference of the Public Utilities Commission of the State of California held on November 21, 2000.  The following Commissioners voting favorably thereon.








________________________

WESLEY M. FRANKLIN

       Executive Director
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