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    RESOLUTION NO. W-4274

Water Advisory Branch   
June 28, 2001

RESOLUTION

(RES. W-4274), MINERAL CITY WATER SYSTEM (MCWS).      ORDER AUTHORIZING IMPLEMENTATION OF MANDATORY CONSERVATION.



      

Summary

By Advice Letter 32, filed on April 27, 2001, MCWS seeks authority to implement mandatory conservation in its service area because of insufficient flow of water from its one well and two springs.  MCWS requests this authority to comply with directives of the California Department of Health Services (DHS).  

 

Background

MCWS serves approximately 173 customers in Mineral City and vicinity, Tehama County.  DHS has issued Compliance Order No. 01-21-01(O) 52001 for failure to provide sufficient source capacity from approved, permitted water sources.  Due to demand for water being more than supply, MCWS has been forced to use Martin Creek as a source of water.  Martin Creek is not a DHS authorized source of water.  In 1991, DHS adopted regulations, known as the Surface Water Treatment Rule (SWTR), which required that all public water systems come into compliance with these regulations.  The major source of water used historically by MCWS was surface water from Martin Creek using treatment facilities that did not meet the requirements of the SWTR.  A series of compliance actions have been taken by DHS since that time.  MCWS attempted to comply by drilling Well No. 1 and Spring No. 2 as approved by DHS.  Well No. 1 was originally test pumped and the expected yield was 50 gallons per minute (gpm).  By the summer of 2000, the well production had decreased to about 12 gpm.  The flow captured at Spring No. 2 was originally reported to be at least 40 gpm.  By the summer of 2000 the flow from Spring No. 2 had reportedly fallen to about one-half of this amount.  As a result of falling water production from Well No. 1 and Spring No. 2, MCWS continued to use unapproved water from Martin Creek to help prevent the water system from running out of water on multiple occasions during the summer of 2000 and again in February 2001.  During these events, for a period of time following the events, and at the present time, water users were notified to boil tap water prior to using the water for drinking or cooking. 

 

One way of meeting the standard may be to ration water.  This will result in restricting the use of water and limit pumping from the well and spring.  The plan MCWS submitted by Advice Letter 32, on April 27, 2001, provides a schedule restricting outdoor watering, car washing, and filling of swimming pools, enforced by rules that permit placing a device to restrict the flow to the service connection of a non-complying user.
 
Notice AND PROTESTS 

A notice of the proposed Mandatory Water Conservation Plan was mailed to each customer in the affected area on April 2, 2001.  As required by Section 351 of the Water Code, MCWS held a public meeting on May 18, 2001, describing the rules, the placement of flow restrictors, and the procedure for resolving disputes.  Approximately 60 people attended, and the meeting was quite lively with many customers objecting to MCWS’ mandatory rationing plan.  With no definite alternative available at this time, rationing is necessary.

Discussion

MCWS' tariffs contain Rule 14.1, Mandatory Water Conservation and Rationing Plan that specify steps that customers must take during periods of water conservation and rationing.  Voluntary conservation may be initiated by MCWS at any time that it believes supplies may be insufficient to meet demand provided it notifies the Water Division of doing so.  If more stringent measures are required, MCWS may implement mandatory rationing after securing Commission approval, and by filing Schedule 14.1, Mandatory Water Conservation and Rationing, that details specific conservation requirements, rules, fees, and charges.  This advice letter constitutes such a filing seeking Commission approval.

 

The Water Division has reviewed the proposal and the request of DHS.  It recommends that the Commission approve this request.

Findings

1.
MCWS' Mandatory Water Conservation Plan is appropriate and necessary to prevent excessive water use by customers.  

2.
MCWS has provided notice and held a public meeting as required by Sections 350 and 351 of the Water Code.  

3.
The conditions proposed by MCWS for mandatory water conservation are justified and the corresponding rates and rules are just and reasonable.    

Therefore it is ordered that:

1.      Authority is granted under Public Utilities Code Section 454 for Mineral City Water System, to make effective Schedule No. 14.1, Mandatory Conservation, as filed by Advice Letter 32.  The new schedule shall become effective five days after the date of this resolution.  

2.      This resolution is effective today.  

I certify that the foregoing resolution was duly introduced, passed and adopted at a conference of the Public Utilities Commission of the State of California held on June 28, 2001;  the following Commissioners voting favorably thereon:






 ___________________________  






 WESLEY M. FRANKLIN



   


 

          Executive Director
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