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Resolution SX-42


      PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION OF THE STATE OF CALIFORNIA

Rail Safety and Carriers Division

Rail Engineering Safety Branch

Rail Crossings Engineering Section


RESOLUTION SX-42

 Date:  August 23, 2001

R E S O L U T I O N
CANCELLING COMMISSION RESOLUTION SX-26 AUTHORIZING THE CALIFORNIA DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION TO PROCEED WITH A SAFETY DEMONSTRATION PROJECT (THE TRIAL INSTALLATION OF LIGHT EMITTING DIODE (LED) RED WARNING LAMPS) AT 18 GRADE CROSSINGS OF THE BURLINGTON NORTHERN SANTA FE RAILWAY COMPANY IN FRESNO COUNTY.

By Resolution SX-26 dated September 2,1999, the Commission granted the California Department of Transportation (Caltrans) authority pursuant to Section 12.2 of Commission General Order (G.O.) 75-C, to conduct a trial installation of light emitting diode (LED) red warning lamps at 18 at-grade crossings of The Burlington Northern Santa Fe Railway Company (BNSF) in Fresno County.

At the time of the authorization, LED lights were not an accepted installation under G.O. 75-C.  However, by Resolution SX-27, dated January 20, 2000, the Commission amended G.O. 75-C Section 7.8 Warning Aspect of the Order to include the following language:

Light Unit: The light unit shall produce highway crossing signal red in accordance with the American Railway Engineering Maintenance-of-Way Association (AREMA) Signal Manual, Part 3.2.35 – Recommended Design Criteria for Electric Light Unit for Highway-Rail Grade Crossing Signals including Light Emitting Arrays and Incandescent Lamps.

After an in depth review of this matter by Rail Safety and Carriers Division and discussion with the Commission’s Legal Division, it appears 

the Caltrans should be released from its obligations to perform Ordering Paragraphs (1) to (4) as indicated on Page 4 of Resolution SX-26 dated September 2, 1999.

This is an uncontested matter in which the resolution grants the relief requested.  Accordingly, pursuant to P. U. Code Section 311 (g) (2), the otherwise applicable 30-day period for public comment is being waived.

Therefore, Resolution SX-26 dated September 2, 1999 is hereby cancelled and Caltrans is released from its obligations to perform Items (1) to (4) of the Ordering Paragraphs.

I hereby certify that this Resolution was adopted by the Public Utilities Commission at its regular meeting on                                    .  The following Commissions approved it:


    WESLEY M. FRANKLIN



         Executive Director
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