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Resolution SX-43


PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION OF THE STATE OF CALIFORNIA

Rail Safety and Carriers Division

Rail Engineering Safety Branch

Rail Crossings Engineering Section


RESOLUTION SX-43

Date:  August 23, 2001

R E S O L U T I O N

RESOLUTION SX-43 PURSUANT TO SECTION 12.1 OF GENERAL ORDER 75-C AUTHORIZING CITY OF OXNARD TO PLACE A TRAFFIC SIGNAL POST ADJACENT TO THE EXISTING GRADE CROSSING WARNING DEVICES AT THE GONZALES ROAD HIGHWAY-RAIL CROSSING (001E-406.30) OF THE UNION PACIFIC SANTA BARBARA SUBDIVISION IN THE CITY OF OXNARD, VENTURA COUNTY.
Summary

City of Oxnard (City), by letter dated April 23, 2001, has requested authority pursuant to Section 12.1 of Commission General Order (GO) 75-C, to place a traffic signal pole in the existing median island of the Gonzales Road highway-rail crossing.  The traffic signal pole will be placed adjacent to the automatic warning devices on the West Side of the rail tracks at the edge of the railroad right-of-way.  Field simulation of the visual impact of the proposed pole demonstrated that there would be negligible visual impairment of the existing automatic warning devices.

Background 

City is conducting street improvements to the eastbound side of Gonzales Road, east of the intersection with Oxnard Boulevard.  These improvements entail construction of a pedestrian sidewalk along the south side of Gonzales Road.  Construction of the sidewalk is necessary to provide a safe route for school children expected to use this roadway once a new public school east of the grade crossing is put into operation.  The improvements involve the shifting of the left turn lanes by 10 feet to the north.  The resulting left turn lane alignment does not match the existing left turn signal mounted on a signal pole on the East Side of the intersection.  

The new traffic signal pole is necessary to place the left turn signal in the appropriate overhead position for eastbound Gonzales Road traffic making left turns onto Oxnard Boulevard.

Discussion

City has explored such options as lengthening the cantilever arm on the existing pole.  Due to weight constraints, this would necessitate the replacement of the existing pole with a larger diameter pole.  However, there is not enough room at the current location on the sidewalk for the larger foundation required for a larger pole.  

The other option, for which the City is requesting Commission approval, is to place a traffic signal pole on the center median island just west of the existing grade crossing and Standard No. 9 gate-type automatic warning device.  The proposed pole will be placed approximately 6 feet 1 inch west of the existing Standard No. 9.  The pole is 8 inches in diameter at the base and narrows to 5 ½ inches at its maximum height of 18 ½ feet.  A cantilever arm will be attached 1 foot from the top of the pole and span north 15 feet at which point the left turn traffic signal will be mounted.

On March 9, 2001 City of Oxnard held a field simulation of the visual impact of the proposed signal pole for Commission staff.  All present agreed that the pole would result in minimal obstruction to the visibility of the automatic warning devices.  It was noted that the crossbucks on the Standard No. 9 were blocked but the red flashers were still visible.  City will place new crossbucks on the proposed traffic signal pole to compensate for obstructing those on the Standard No. 9.

Upon review of factual material submitted by City, as well as an on-site inspection of the Gonzales Road grade crossing by all participating parties, Commission staff is in agreement with City’s proposal to place a traffic signal pole in the center median for left turn signalization of eastbound Gonzales Road traffic.

This is an uncontested matter in which the decision grants the relief requested.  Accordingly, pursuant to PU Code Section 311(g)(2), the otherwise applicable 30-day period for public review and comments is being waived.

Findings

1. City of Oxnard (City) requests authority to place a traffic signal pole in the center median of the Gonzales Road crossing E-406.30 in the City of Oxnard, Ventura County.

2. City will place crossbucks on the new traffic signal pole.

3. City has obtained a Consent Letter from Union Pacific Railroad Company for the proposed installation of the traffic signal pole.

4. Commission staff has reviewed City’s proposal and finds that the request is a safe and reasonable alternative and has merit.

5. Staff recommends that this resolution be adopted.

THEREFORE, IT IS ORDERED that:

City of Oxnard be granted authority to install a traffic signal pole on the center median of the Gonzales Road Crossing E-406.30 in Oxnard, Ventura County.

The following requirements shall apply to the placement of a traffic signal pole at the Gonzales Road highway-rail crossing:

1. City shall place crossbucks on the new traffic signal pole, as indicated on drawing attached to this resolution.

2. City shall notify the Caltrans and the Commission’s Rail Crossings Engineering Section staff when the modifications to the Gonzales Road highway-rail crossing will be completed and operational.

This resolution is effective today.

I certify that the foregoing resolution was duly introduced, passed, and adopted by the Commission at its regularly scheduled meeting on _______________.  The following Commissioners voted favorably thereon:








_____________________________


WESLEY M. FRANKLIN

Executive Director
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