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DECISION EXTENDING STATUTORY DEADLINE

Summary

Public Utilities Code Section 1701.5(a) provides that Ratesetting and quasi‑legislative proceedings shall be resolved within 18 months of the date the scoping memo is issued, unless the Commission makes a written determination that the deadline cannot be met, including findings as to the reason, and issues an order extending the deadline.

The fourth amended scoping memo and ruling for Phase 2 of this proceeding was issued on July 30, 2010, and anticipated this proceeding would be resolved by March 31, 2011.  Pursuant to Public Utilities Code Section 1701.5(a), the deadline for resolving this proceeding is March 31, 2011.  Today’s decision extends the 18-month statutory deadline for resolving this proceeding by 60 days to May 30, 2011.

Discussion

On January 11, 2007, the Commission opened this investigation to address policies to achieve its conservation objectives for Class A water utilities.  The February 8, 2008 Phase 2 scoping memo and ruling anticipated completion of the proceeding by July 11, 2008, as set forth in the March 8, 2007 Phase 1 scoping memo and ruling.  The July 9, 2008 Phase 1 amended scoping memo and ruling determined that additional time would be needed to conclude this proceeding and extended the time to complete the proceeding to December 31, 2008.  The amended Phase 2 scoping memo and ruling requested additional comments, scheduled workshops, and extended the time to complete this proceeding to June 30, 2009.  The June 30, 2009 second amended Phase 2 scoping memo and ruling noted an additional workshop would be held and extended the time to complete this proceeding to March 31, 2010.  The January 6, 2010 third amended Phase 2 scoping memo and ruling scheduled an additional workshop and extended the time to complete this proceeding until July 31, 2010.  The July 30, 2010 fourth amended Phase 2 scoping memo and ruling scheduled additional workshops and extended the time to resolve this proceeding until March 31, 2011.

Due to the timing of the additional workshops and comments on the workshop summary, a proposed decision has not been issued yet in this proceeding.  We anticipate that a Phase 2 proposed decision will be issued in the coming weeks.  To permit resolution of this proceeding, the deadline for this proceeding should be extended by an additional 60 days.  Accordingly, an extension of the deadline is needed.

Waiver of Comments

Under Rule 14.6(c)(4) of the Commission’s Rules of Practice and Procedure, the Commission may reduce or waive the period for public review and comment of decisions extending the deadline for resolving ratesetting proceedings.  We waive the period for public review and comment pursuant to this rule.

Assignment of Proceeding

Michael R. Peevey is the assigned Commissioner and Janice Grau is the assigned Administrative Law Judge in this proceeding.

Findings of Fact

1. The initial scoping memo for Phase 2 of this proceeding was issued on February 8, 2008, and a fourth amended Phase 2 scoping memo was issued on July 30, 2010.

2. The deadline for resolving this proceeding is March 31, 2011.

3. Due to the timing of workshops and comments on the workshop summary, an extension of the deadline is warranted in this proceeding.

Conclusions of Law

1. The 18-month statutory deadline imposed by Public Utilities Code Section 1701.5(a) should be extended by 60 days.

2. In accordance with Rule 14.6(c)(4), the comment period is waived.

ORDER

IT IS ORDERED that the 18-month statutory deadline for resolving this proceeding is extended to May 30, 2011.

This order is effective today.

Dated March 24, 2011, at San Francisco, California.

MICHAEL R. PEEVEY
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                 Commissioners

�  Phase 1, the ratesetting phase of this proceeding, was resolved in Decisions (D.) 08�02�036 and 08-08-030.  D.09-06-053 granted limited rehearing of D.08-02-036 to decide a memorandum account issue, which resulted in D.10-04-001.
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