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September 27, 2007
TO PARTIES OF RECORD IN RULEMAKING 07-09-008
At the Commission Meeting of September 20, 2007, Commissioner John A. Bohn  stated that he would file a concurrence in Rulemaking 07-09-008.  The decision was mailed on September  25, 2007. 

The concurrence of Commissioner Bohn is now available and is attached herewith.  

  /s/  ANGELA K. MINKIN  
Angela K. Minkin, Chief

Administrative Law Judge
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Concurring Opinion of Commissioner John A. Bohn

on California Institute for Climate Solutions

The proposal presented here is a bold initiative, aimed at supporting a vibrant resource in the State of California and focused on the problem of global warming.  That the problem of global warming is one of significant proportions appears well settled.  That the State of California has taken a leadership position on many fronts in dealing with the problem is also scarcely subject to question.  That the impact of global warming can affect all the citizens of the State and well beyond seems clear.  That the University of California system has already in place extensive installations and intellectual resources throughout the state is also not subject to challenge.  And finally, that the capabilities cited are world class is generally acknowledged.

What should concern this Commission about this proposal is what is not discussed.  Nowhere is there any reference to other issues of broad and immediate Statewide impact, such as water, which also might warrant at least some of our attention and ratepayer financial support.  Nor is there any consideration of other possible more cost effective avenues or capabilities among which one might pursue this useful inquiry.  In assessing only the ratepayers of the investor owned utilities for this charge, we do not consider whether there is sufficient funding already available to the University from other sources, taxpayer or private, such that progress toward the laudable objective is likely to be achieved without this support and, arguably, ratepayer funds better used in other areas of perhaps more immediate ratepayer benefit.

Nor, finally, is there any comment on the circumstances in which it might be appropriate for the Commission to reach into the ratepayers’ pocket for the purposes of achieving “the common good.”  Which of many “big problems” are appropriate for such action?  It is to be hoped that these and related issues will be discussed during the course of this rulemaking.

/s/ JOHN A. BOHN

John A. Bohn

Commissioner
CERTIFICATE OF SERVICE

I certify that I have by mail this day served a true copy of the original attached Commissioner John Bohn’s concurrence on all parties of record in this proceeding or their attorneys of record.

Dated September 27, 207, at San Francisco, California

/s/ LYNN GESMUNDO

                                                                               Lynn Gesmundo


