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R E S O L U T I O N
RESOLUTION T-16494. CITIZENS TELECOMMUNICATIONS COMPANY OF CALIFORNIA, INC. (U-1024-C).  REQUEST AUTHORITY TO ESTABLISH A SURCHARGE OF 0.0284% FOR RECOVERY OF COSTS ASSOCIATED WITH EXTENDING TOLL-FREE CALLING FROM THE COURTLAND/CLARKSBURG EXCHANGE (744 AND 775 PREFIXES) TO THE MAIN DISTRICT AREA OF SACRAMENTO.


BY ADVICE LETTER NO. 684, FILED ON JANUARY 16, 2001.


_________________________________________________________________

SUMMARY
This Resolution authorizes Citizens Telecommunications Company of California, Inc. (U-1024-C) to establish a surcharge of 0.0284% for cost recovery of implementing the Commission-ordered extended toll-free calling from the Courtland/Clarksburg exchange to the Main District Area of Sacramento. 

BACKGROUND
In Decision (D.) 99-07-034 the Commission directed the establishment of extended toll-free calling from the Courtland/Clarksburg exchange to the Main District Area of Sacramento.  Citizens Telecommunications Company of California, Inc. (Citizens), doing business as Citizens Communications, is the incumbent local exchange carrier in this area and was authorized by D.99-07-034 to seek recovery of any  shortfall in expenses and lost revenue resulting from establishment of the new Extended Area Service (EAS) route.

EAS extends the geographic reach of a local toll-free calling area.  Generally, the service  territories of local telephone carriers are divided into exchanges.  Each exchange has a point  designated as a rate center that is used to measure the distance of calls for billing purposes.  If the centers for two exchanges are within 12 miles of one another, the calls between those exchanges are generally rated as local calls.  If the rate centers are greater than 12 miles apart, the calls between the exchanges are rated as toll calls.  EAS permits customers in one exchange to extend the toll-free local calling area into another exchange when the rate center is more than 12 miles away.

On January 16, 2001 Citizens filed Advice Letter (AL) No. 684 to request authority to establish a surcharge applicable to residential and business local subscribers of 0.0284% to recover implementation costs associated with the utility provisioning EAS from the Courtland/Clarksburg exchange to the Main District Area of Sacramento.

The 0.0284% surcharge applies to all recurring and nonrecurring rates and charges for services provided by Citizens to end users.  Services exempt from this surcharge are indicated below:

                    Schedule Cal.P.U.C. No.                                                Description



A1



- One-way Radio Paging Service (Personal








   Paging Service)




A1



- Public Telephone Service – (Partial) Coin






 

  Sent Paid




A8



- Taxes and the following  surcharges









- Deaf and Disabled Surcharge









   (P.U.C. Code Section 431)




A9



- Public Utilities Commission Utilities









  Reimbursement Account Fees









  (P.U.C. Code Section 431)




A9



- The Universal Lifeline








  Telephone Service Surcharge








  (P.U.C. Code Section 739.2)




A9



- The California High Cost Fund










  Surcharge A (P.U.C. Code 








  Section 739.3)




A9



- The California High Cost Fund








  Surcharge B




A9



- The California Teleconnect Fund








  Surcharge 

NOTICE/PROTEST

Notice of AL No. 684 was published in the Commission Daily Calendar of January 22, 2001.  Citizens states a copy of AL No. 684 and related tariff sheets were sent to competing and adjacent utilities and/or other utilities, and interested parties, as requested.  No protest to this AL has been received.  

DISCUSSION
In D.99-07-034 the Commission directed the establishment of extended toll-free calling from the Courtland/Clarksburg exchange to the Main District Area of Sacramento.  Order paragraph 4 of D.99-07-034 authorizes Citizens Communications to file an advice letter, subject to Commission resolution, to seek recovery of costs to implement the new EAS route.  Specifically, Citizen was ordered to identify the implementation costs associated with the new EAS route and proposed a billing surcharge to recover these costs.

Telecommunications Division (TD) has reviewed Citizens AL No. 684 including the proposed tariff sheets and its supporting work papers.  TD concludes that Citizens’s request for authority to  establish a surcharge of  0.0284% for EAS cost recovery from the Courtland/Clarksburg exchange to the Main District Area of Sacramento is reasonable.

TD recommends that the Commission approve this filing.

The draft resolution of the Telecommunications Division in this matter was mailed to the parties in accordance with PU Code Section 311 (g).  No comments were filed on this resolution.

Commission approval is based on the specifics of the Advice Letter and does not establish a precedent for the contents of future filings or for Commission approval of similar requests.

FINDINGS

1. Citizens requests authority to establish a surcharge of  0.0284% for recovering costs associated with extending toll-free calling from the Courtland/Clarksburg exchange to the Main District Area of Sacramento.

2. In Decision 99-07-034 the Commission directed the establishment of extended toll-free calling from the Courtland/Clarksburg exchange to the Main District Area of Sacramento.

3. Citizens, doing business as Citizens Communication, is the incumbent local exchange carrier.

4. After reviewing Citizens AL. No. 684 and its supporting work papers, TD recommends that the Commission approve this filing.

THEREFORE, IT IS ORDERED that:

1. Citizens Telecommunications Company of California, Inc. is granted authority to establish a surcharge of 0.0284% for cost recovery of implementing extended toll-free calling from the Courtland/Clarksburg exchange to the Main District Area of Sacramento.

2. The Advice Letter and tariff sheets shall be marked to show that they were authorized by Resolution T-16494.

3. Authority is granted to make Advice Letter No. 684 and the associated tariff sheets effective on the first day of the month following the effective day of this Resolution. 

4. The 0.0284% surcharge applies to all recurring and nonrecurring rates and charges for services provided by Citizens to end users.  Services exempt from this surcharge are indicated below:

                    Schedule Cal.P.U.C. No.                                                Description



A1



- One-way Radio Paging Service (Personal








   Paging Service)




A1



- Public Telephone Service – (Partial) Coin








  Sent Paid




A8



- Taxes and the following  surcharges









- Deaf and Disabled Surcharge









   (P.U.C. Code Section 431)




A9



- Public Utilities Commission Utilities









  Reimbursement Account Fees









  (P.U.C. Code Section 431)




A9



- The Universal Lifeline








  Telephone Service Surcharge








  (P.U.C. Code Section 739.2)




A9



- The California High Cost Fund










  Surcharge A (P.U.C. Code 








  Section 739.3)




A9



- The California High Cost Fund








  Surcharge B




A9



- The California Teleconnect Fund








  Surcharge 

5. This Resolution is effective today.

I hereby certify that this Resolution was adopted by the Public Utilities Commission at its regular meeting on March 27, 2001.  The following Commissioners approved it. 

__________________________________

WESLEY M. FRANKLIN

       Executive Director








LORETTA M. LYNCH








     President








HENRY M. DUQUE








RICHARD A. BILAS

CARL W. WOOD








GEOFFREY F. BROWN








     Commissioners
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