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R E S O L U T I O N

RESOLUTION T-16402.  PACIFIC BELL.  REQUEST TO EXTEND THE PROVISIONAL OFFERING OF ATM CELL RELAY SERVICE AND FRAME RELAY SERVICE UNTIL AFTER PACIFIC BELL AND SBC ADVANCED SOLUTIONS, INC. (ASI) OBTAIN ALL OF THE COMMISSION APPROVALS REQUIRED UNDER THE SBC COMMUNICATIONS, INC. AND AMERITECH CORPORATION MERGER

 BY ADVICE LETTER NO. 20993, FILED ON JANUARY 31, 2000.


 __________________________________________________________

SUMMARY

Pacific Bell (Pacific) requests authority under provisions of General Order No.  96-A (G.O.  96-A) to revise Schedule Cal.  P.U.C.  No.  175-T Access Services, Section 17 Broadband Fast Packet Access Services, Section 18, Services for Resale and Cal. P.U.C. No. A18, Integrated Services, Section 18.5 Frame Relay Service to extend the provisional offering of Asynchronous Transfer Mode (ATM) Cell Relay Service (CRS) and Frame Relay Service until after Pacific and SBC Advanced Solutions, Inc. (ASI) obtain all of the Commission approvals required under the SBC Communications, Inc. and Ameritech Corporation Merger.  

This Resolution authorizes Pacific’s request.  Pacific estimates that there is no revenue impact for this filing.  No protest to the Advice Letter was filed.  

BACKGROUND 

Federal Communications Commission (FCC) Docket No. 98-141 released on October 8, 1999, states that SBC/Ameritech shall provide all advanced services in the SBC/Ameritech Service Area through one or more affiliates that are structurally separate from the SBC/Ameritech incumbent Local Exchange Companies (LECs).  (ASI is established as the SBC/Ameritech structurally separated advanced services affiliate.)  On October 15, 1999, ASI filed its Registration Form for a Certificate of Public Convenience and Necessity, Application A.99-10-009, to provide advanced services in California.  

Pacific’s ATM Cell Relay Service is a high-speed data transport service that supports many different applications requiring transport of data among distributed customer sites at speeds ranging from 128 kilo bits per second (Kbps) to 148 megabits per second (Mbps) .

The Commission by Resolution T-15969 dated October 25, 1996, authorized Pacific to offer ATM Cell Relay Service on a provisional basis.  Pacific’s authority to provide CRS expired on January 1, 1998.  Pacific filed Advice Letter 19586 on July 28, 1998 to extend the provisional offering of the ATM Cell Relay Service until 6 months following the effective date of the final order in the Open Access and Network Architecture Development (OANAD) proceeding, R.93-04-003/I.93-04-002.  Pacific made this filing because issues concerning the unbundling, non-discriminatory access, and imputation requirements for CRS were expected to be further addressed in the OANAD proceeding.   In its filing, Pacific did not request a permanent authority for CRS.  However, it did request continued provisional authority for CRS until six (6) months following the final order of the OANAD proceeding to allow the company adequate time to implement and demonstrate compliance with the unbundling requirements. 

Frame Relay Service is a high speed statistically-multiplexed data service.  It provides an efficient way to multiplex across high quality digital lines over a wide geographic area at bandwidths between 56 Kbps (Kilobits per second) and 1.544 Mbps (Megabits per second).  

Commission Resolution T-15408 dated December 3, 1993, authorized Pacific to offer Frame Relay Service (FRS) on a provisional basis that expired on January 1, 1995.  Because issues concerning the unbundling, non-discriminatory access, and imputation requirements for FRS were expected to be further addressed in the OANAD proceeding, the Commission, by Resolution T-15673, extended the service to January 1, 1996.  Resolution T-15814 further extended the service to January 1, 1997 pending the issuance of the final OANAD decision.  The Commission, by Resolution T-15981, extended Pacific’s authority to provide FRS on a provisional basis until 6 months following the effective date of the final order clarifying unbundling requirements in the OANAD proceeding, R.93-04-003/I.93-04-002, unless otherwise directed by this Commission.       

Pacific estimates no annual revenue impact for this filing.  

NOTICE/PROTESTS 

Pacific states that a copy of the Advice Letter and related tariff sheets were mailed to competing and adjacent utilities and/or other utilities, and interested parties.  The Advice Letter was listed in the Commission's Daily Calendar of February 4, 2000.  No protest to the Advice Letter has been filed.  

DISCUSSION 

The Commission by Resolution T-16206 dated October 22, 1998, authorized Pacific to provisionally offer ATM Cell Relay Service until six months following the effective date of the final order in the OANAD proceeding, R.93-04-003/I.93-04-002, unless otherwise directed by the Commission.  In that Resolution, the Commission said it might be appropriate to extend CRS on a provisional basis to account for the possibility that the unbundling, non-discriminatory access, and imputation requirements may need to be further clarified in a future OANAD proceeding. 

The final OANAD decision (D.99-11-050) on unbundling requirements was rendered on November 18, 1999.  Therefore, Pacific’s provisional authority to provide CRS and FRS will expire on May 18, 2000.  By Advice Letter No. 20993, Pacific requests that the Commission extend CRS and FRS, as provisional offerings, until after Pacific and SBC Advanced Solutions, Inc. obtain all of the Commission approvals required under the SBC Communications, Inc. and Ameritech Corporation Merger.

CRS is similar to Switched Multi-megabit Data Service (SMDS) and FRS in that all three are data transport services that operate on separate "overlay networks", that is, networks composed of switches, lines, and other components that are separate from Pacific's basic switched network.  CRS differs from SMDS and FRS in that it provides customers much higher transport speeds and lower maximum delay between data bits, including speeds fast enough and delay factors low enough to allow high-quality transport of live, full-motion video and multimedia data.  CRS also offers greater scalability than FRS or SMDS, allowing the customer to adjust its service over a much broader range of transport rates as its needs change, with minimal capital investment in upgrades to its equipment. 

By Resolution T-15981 dated December 20, 1996, the Commission approved a similar request for Pacific to extend the provisional offering of Frame Relay Service until 6 months following the effective date of the final order in the OANAD proceeding. 

The Telecommunications Division (TD) concludes that Pacific’s Advice Letter 20993 meets the requirements set forth in G.O. 96-A and that Pacific's request to provisionally extend CRS and FRS until after Pacific and ASI obtain all of the Commission approvals required under the SBC Communications, Inc. and Ameritech Corporation Merger is reasonable.  Therefore, TD recommends that the Commission approve this filing.  However, by approving this filing, the Commission should not relieve Pacific from any requirements established by this Commission for CRS and FRS as ordered in D.99-11-050. 

The draft resolution of the Telecommunications Division in this matter was mailed to the parties in accordance with PU Code Section 311(g)(1).  No comments were filed on this resolution.

FINDINGS 

1. The FCC on October 8, 1999 directed SBC/Ameritech to provide all advanced services in the SBC/Ameritech Service Area through one or more affiliates that are structurally separate from the SBC/Ameritech incumbent Local Exchange Companies (LECs).

2. On October 15, 1999, ASI filed its Registration Form for a Certificate of Public Convenience and Necessity, Application A.99-10-009, to provide advanced services in California.  

3. A final clarifying decision (D.99-11-050) on unbundling requirements was issued in the OANAD proceeding on November 18, 1999.


4. Pacific’s provisional authority to provide CRS and FRS expires on May 18, 2000.  

5. Pacific filed Advice Letter No. 20993 on January 31, 2000 requesting Commission authorization to extend the provisional authority for ATM Cell Relay Service and Frame Relay Service to until after Pacific and SBC Advanced Solutions, Inc. (ASI) obtain all of the Commission approvals required under the SBC Communications, Inc. and Ameritech Corporation Merger.  

6. Pacific estimates no annual revenue impact for this filing.  


7. No party has protested this advice letter.

8. CRS is similar to switched multi-megabit Data Service (SMDS) and Frame Relay Service (FRS) in that all three are data transport services that operate on separate "overlay networks". 

9. By approving this filing, the Commission does not relieve Pacific from any requirements established by this Commission for CRS and FRS as ordered in D.99-11-050. 

THEREFORE, IT IS ORDERED that: 

1. Authority is granted to make Pacific's Advice Letter No. 20993 effective April 6, 2000.  Pacific's authority to offer ATM Cell Relay Service and Frame Relay Service on a provisional basis is extended until after Pacific and ASI obtain all of the Commission approvals required under the SBC Communications, Inc. and Ameritech Corporation Merger.

2. The Advice Letter and tariff sheets shall be marked to show that they were authorized by Resolution T-16402.

The effective date of this Resolution is today.  

I certify that this Resolution was adopted by the Public Utilities Commission at its regular meeting on April 6, 2000.  The following Commissioners approved it.

	/s/  WESLEY M. FRANKLIN

	WESLEY M. FRANKLIN

Executive Director


	

	LORETTA M. LYNCH

President

	HENRY M. DUQUE

	JOSIAH L. NEEPER

	RICHARD A. BILAS
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	Commissioners
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