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PUC issues draft supplemental environmental impact report for path 15 transmission project

The California Public Utilities Commission (PUC) has issued for public review a Draft Supplemental Environmental Impact Report (DSEIR) for a proposed Los Banos-Gates 500 kV transmission project, known as Path 15.

Path 15 refers to a series of high-capacity transmission lines that transfer electric power between Northern and Southern California and form part of the Pacific Intertie, which links the Pacific Northwest and Oregon to Southern California.  

The objective of the Path 15 project, which is located in the Pacific Gas and Electric Company service area, is to decrease congestion on the electric route, improve system reliability, and allow increased power transfers between Northern and Southern California.  Major components of the project include:

· Eighty-four miles of overhead transmission line between PG&E’s Los Banos and Gates substations; 

· Realignment of the existing Los Banos-Midway No. 2 500 kV transmission line into Gates substation; modifications to Los Banos and Gates substations; and upgrading portions of the Gates-Arco-Midway 230 kV transmission line.  

The same project was originally evaluated along with other alternatives in the 1998 Final Environmental Impact Statement/Environmental Impact Report (FEIS/EIR) that also addressed the California-Oregon Transmission Project (COTP).  The COTP project, a 340-mile 500 kV line, has been completed, and the DSEIR evaluates the proposed Path 15 project that was originally assessed in 1988 and also considers the same alternatives.

The DSEIR identifies more than 70 separate impacts in 10 environmental issue areas for the proposed project and alternatives.  Approximately two-thirds of these impacts are mitigable to less than significant levels with implementation of mitigation measures.  Four impacts are identified as significant and unmitigable: engine emissions of construction equipment, loss of agricultural soils and productive agricultural lands, potential loss of habitat for special status species, and towers and lines presenting safety hazards to aerial applicators.  Mitigation measures in this DSEIR are considerably more rigorous than in the original FEIS/EIR, requiring specific compliance documentation and actions. 

The DSEIR determines the Proposed Project Western Corridor to be the environmentally superior alternative.  This area is mostly grassland and generally parallels the foothills of the Coast Range, Interstate 5, and two existing 500 kV lines that currently compose Path 15.   

Comments on the DSEIR are due to the PUC by November 19, 2001.  The final SEIR, including response to comments on the draft SEIR, is expected to be published in January 2002.  

The DSEIR will be available on the PUC’s web site October 10, 2001 at http://www.cpuc.ca.gov/Environment/info/aspen/path15/path15.html.

###

PUC Issues Draft Supplemental Environmental Impact Report for Path 15 Transmission Project, P. 1 of 2 

