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CPUC CREATES SMALL BUSINESS ADVISORY COUNCIL

SAN FRANCISCO, December 16, 2010 - The California Public Utilities Commission (CPUC) today approved the creation of a Small Business Advisory Council in order to provide a forum for the CPUC, the utilities, and members of the small business community to discuss CPUC policy and issues that affect small businesses.  

The CPUC approved the creation of the Small Business Advisory Council for a three-year pilot program to ensure accountability and effectiveness.  It will consist of nine representatives from the CPUC, small businesses, the California Small Business Association, the California Chamber of Commerce, and the state’s utilities. It will meet quarterly, rotating between northern, central, and southern California.

“For too long the CPUC has not benefitted from the small business perspective,” said Commissioner John A. Bohn.  “The Small Business Advisory Council will provide a critical role in giving the small business community a voice in shaping CPUC policies.”   

Added CPUC President Michael R. Peevey, “This is a great thing for the CPUC and for small businesses.  We want to hear from all voices at the CPUC, and today’s action ensures that we will hear from small businesses and also have a forum to convey to them information about our policies and programs.”

“Small businesses are the backbone of our economy,” said CPUC Commissioner Nancy E. Ryan.  “Creating this Advisory Council is long overdue and I plan to be closely involved in its efforts.”

For more information on the CPUC, please visit www.cpuc.ca.gov.

###

