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PUC President Loretta Lynch And Rep. Jane Harman issue statement on FCC action on Number Portability
Rep. Jane Harman (D-CA) and California Public Utilities Commission (PUC) President Loretta Lynch today issued this joint statement after the Federal Communications Commission (FCC) yesterday granted a one-year delay in implementing wireless number porting, moving the deadline to November 24, 2003.  

Rep. Jane Harman said, “While I am relieved that the FCC did not grant wireless carriers the indefinite reprieve from competition they sought, the FCC still did not acknowledge and act on the important role that local number portability can play in saving area codes.  This means disruptive and costly telephone number changes for seniors, small businesses, consumers and the disabled, and I will continue to press the FCC to take these important interests into account.”

PUC President Loretta Lynch said, “I am disappointed that the FCC has again delayed number portability for wireless customers.  Having the ability to change carriers without the penalty of losing your cell phone number is the key to enhanced competition and improved wireless service in this country.  Consumers will be empowered in the marketplace, allowing them to take advantage of competitive rate plans without the inconvenience of having to change their telephone numbers.  Businesses also will benefit since they won’t have to pay the needless expense of changing their business cards, letterhead, speed-dialers, company directories and the like just to take advantage of better service quality, more favorable rates and service offerings from competing carriers.”  
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