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PUC COMMISSIONER CARL WOOD IS KEYNOTE SPEAKER AT THE NATIONAL LOW INCOME ENERGY CONFERENCE JUNE 10

Carl Wood, Commissioner of the California Public Utilities Commission (PUC), will be the keynote speaker tomorrow at 12:30 p.m. at the 2003 Joint Low Income Energy Conference titled, “Building  Bridges:  Prospecting For Solutions and Golden Opportunities.”  The national conference, being held from June 8 to 12, is at the Hyatt Regency, 1209 L St. in Sacramento.

In his keynote address, “Electricity – Too Important to Leave to the Market,” 

Commissioner Wood will be pointing out the importance of regulation in the electric industry.  

“Deregulation has undermined confidence in our state’s economy because it so obviously created and sustained a crisis in the supply of vital energy services,” said Commissioner Wood.  “Deregulation has also subverted confidence in our political process, because when the crisis came, we found that state government had given away its authority to protect the public, and that the federal government was on the side of the power pirates.”   

Commissioner Wood was appointed to the PUC by Gov. Davis in 1999 to a full six-year term.  Known as “the Consumers’ Commissioner,” Commissioner Wood has more than a 20-year background in the utility industry as a worker and a union official.

Commissioner Wood also serves as chair of the Consumer Affairs Committee of the National Association of Regulatory Utility Commissioners.  
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