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PUC Issues Final Environmental Impact Report On Proposed Jefferson-Martin
Electricity Transmission Line
SAN FRANCISCO, November 14, 2003 -- The California Public Utilities Commission (PUC) has issued the Final Environmental Impact Report (EIR) for consideration of Pacific Gas and Electric Company’s (PG&E) application for the Proposed Jefferson-Martin 230 kV Electricity Transmission Line Project, designating two of the northern routes as environmentally superior, as opposed to the Draft EIR, which selected only one route.

The Final EIR was prepared in compliance with the California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA), and incorporates changes resulting from comments submitted during the Draft EIR comment period (July and August 2003).

The proposed project consists of installing a new, approximately 27-mile-long, 230 kV electricity transmission line with overhead and underground segments in San Mateo County. The southern 14.7 miles of this line (in/near the Cities of San Mateo, Hillsborough, Burlingame, and Millbrae) would be installed on a rebuilt version of PG&E’s existing Jefferson-Martin 60 kV double-circuit electricity transmission line.  The northern 12.4 miles (through the Cities of San Bruno, South San Francisco, Colma, Daly City, and Brisbane) would be installed in a new underground duct bank in city streets and the BART right-of-way.  In addition, a new transition station would be constructed near the intersection of San Bruno Ave. and Glenview Dr. just east of Skyline Boulevard/Highway 35 to transition the overhead electricity transmission line to the underground electricity transmission line.  PG&E is also proposing to modify the existing Jefferson and Martin Substations to accommodate the new 230 kV electricity transmission line, the Hillsdale Junction switching station, as well as making minor changes at the existing San Mateo, Ralston, Millbrae, and Monta Vista Substations.

Over 800 pages of comments on the Draft EIR were submitted to the PUC, including transcripts from the Aug. 2003 Public Participation Hearings (PPHs). 

The EIR documents the evaluation of approximately 38 alternatives, including the No Project Alternative.  The EIR identifies feasible mitigation measures in each issue area analysis and the PUC’s mitigation monitoring program.  These mitigation measures, if adopted, would avoid or minimize impacts of the proposed project and alternatives.  

The PUC will now determine the adequacy of this Final EIR, and, if adequate, will certify the document as compliant with CEQA.  After the Dec. 2003 PPHs (see below), Evidentiary Hearings will be held.  The PUC will issue a Decision on the proposed Jefferson-Martin Project, which will be announced and published concurrent with a scheduled PUC Meeting.  The final decision is expected in May 2004.  Within 30 days after the Decision is issued by the PUC, parties can apply for rehearing. 

If the PUC approves the project or an alternative, the PUC will implement a Mitigation Monitoring, Reporting, and Compliance Program as defined in the EIR.  This program will ensure that the approved route is constructed as defined, and that all adopted mitigation measures and Applicant-Proposed Measures are implemented in order that effects on the environment do not exceed those defined in the EIR. 

The PUC’s assigned Administrative Law Judge will hold two PPHs on the project:

· Dec. 8, 2003, 7 p.m.: City Council Chambers, San Mateo City Hall, San Mateo

· Dec. 9, 2003, 7 p.m.: San Bruno Recreation Center, San Bruno.

The Final EIR is available on the PUC’s project website at: http://www.cpuc.ca.gov/Environment/info/aspen/jefferson_martin/jeffmartin.htm.
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