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CPUC REVOKES RED & WHITE’S RICHMOND-S.F. FERRY PERMIT 

The California Public Utilities Commission (CPUC) today revoked Red & White (R&W) Ferries’ permit to operate a passenger service between Richmond and San Francisco.  The commuter service ends with the final evening run on Wednesday, November 22.

The Commission revoked the service rather than suspend it in order to allow other potential operators to apply for and operate a similar service. For the same reason, the Commission also revoked R&W’s permits to operate a service to Pacific Bell Park during the baseball season and a run to the USS Hornet.

R&W had argued that the Richmond-S.F. route was losing money and that both R&W and its parent, Golden Gate, could not afford to continue operations.  

The Commission found that the commuter service was indeed losing money, although the extent of the loss was not clear.  R&W showed that the average number of passengers was below 45 each day on a ship with a capacity of 444 passengers.  Moreover, the service never reached the break-even point.

The Commission also found that R&W informed its auditors in March it was losing money and that it intended to suspend commuter service.  However, R&W did not inform the CPUC of either of these facts until much later.  The Commission noted that R&W has been less that forthright with the Commission and the commuting public.  Its losses could have been minimized had it filed to cease service back in March.
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