	[image: image1.png]



	California Public Utilities Commission

	
	                               505 Van Ness Avenue, San Francisco, CA 94102

	
	                              News Release



FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE




Docket #: R.95-04-043

Media Contact:  Terrie Prosper, 415.703.1366, news@cpuc.ca.gov











PUC again avoids split of 310 area code

SAN FRANCISCO, Oct. 7, 2004 – The California Public Utilities Commission (PUC) today declined for the second time in a year to split the 310 area code, recognizing that adequate telephone numbers are still available in the 310 area code to meet both customer and telephone carrier needs.

Because of number conservation, the 310 area code has 132,000 more telephone numbers available today for assignment than it did when the Commission last considered a split in October 2003.  Therefore, the Commission declined to split the 310 area code by implementing a back-up area code split plan adopted previously (D.00-09-073).  

The PUC has successfully implemented numerous telephone number conservation measures in the 310 area code over the last two years.  These efforts include number pooling, tightened restrictions on how telephone carriers use the blocks of numbers assigned to them, and wireless number portability.  These measures have resulted in a net increase of numbers available for all carriers to use from the 310 number pool.  

“I’m pleased that the 310 area code remains intact.  The success of the PUC’s number conservation measures has consistently spared the families and businesses of the 310 area code the burden of a split,” said Commissioner Loretta Lynch, the Commissioner leading this proceeding.  “I agree with the Southbay City Council of Governments and Representative Jane Harman that additional number conservation measures addressing the number inventory and measurement reporting practices of the carriers will further our success, not just for 310, but for all California area codes.  As assigned Commissioner, I will move forward to develop specific inventory guidelines for the Commission’s consideration this year.”

The 310 area code was created in late 1991 to relieve numbers exhaustion in the 213 area code.  The 310 area code was subsequently split in January 1997, forming a separate 562 area code, again to replenish number supplies.  

For more information on the PUC, please visit www.cpuc.ca.gov.
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