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PUC TO HOLD PUBLIC HEARINGS ON CAL-AM WATER’S REQUEST TO CHANGE THE WAY IT DETERMINES RATES
IN MONTEREY AND FELTON


SAN FRANCISCO, Nov. 30, 2004 – The California Public Utilities Commission (PUC) will hold Public Participation Hearings (PPH) regarding California-American Water Company’s (Cal-Am) request to change the way it determines future rates in its Monterey and Felton Districts.

The PPH schedule is as follows: 

· Monday, Dec. 6, 2004, 7 p.m.
Monterey Conference Center – Ferrante Rooms 2 and 3

One Portola Plaza, Monterey


· Tuesday, Dec. 7, 2004, 7 p.m.


Felton Community Hall – Main Auditorium

6191 Highway 9, Felton


Cal-Am is proposing the rates charged in each district be made the same, with some exceptions.  Costs for water production and treatment, the costs related to the water treatment plant in Felton, the proposed Coastal Water Project in Monterey (or any other long-term water source replacement project), and repairs or removal of San Clemente Dam, would be charged only to the district receiving the benefits.

Cal-Am estimates that combining rates as it proposes would increase the amount collected from Monterey District customers by $412,000 annually (about 0.8 percent) beginning in 2005, and that difference would grow to about $810,000 annually (about 0.7 percent) by 2019.  Felton District customers would see corresponding drops in their bills in future years; by $257,000 (about 20 percent) in 2005, and by $636,000 (about 27 percent) in 2019.

A PPH is an opportunity for consumers to express views regarding Cal-Am’s request.  Consumers are also encouraged to write or email their opinions, concerns, and comments to the Public Advisor’s Office, PUC, 505 Van Ness Ave., Room 2103, San Francisco, CA 94102, or by calling 1-866-849-8390 or 415-703-2074 or by e-mail to public.advisor@cpuc.ca.gov.  Persons with disabilities who need reasonable accommodations, for example sign language interpretation, in order to participate in this proceeding should also contact the Public Advisor’s Office at least 72 hours before the hearings.  The Commission can also provide translators for those for whom English is not their first language.  Please call the Bilingual Services Coordinator in the Public Advisor’s Office 72 hours in advance.

 Comments will be circulated to the Commissioners, the assigned Administrative Law Judge, and appropriate staff, and will become part of the formal correspondence record for this proceeding.   

For more information on the PUC, please visit www.cpuc.ca.gov.
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