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CPUC CANCELS HEARINGS ON PROPOSED PG&E SALE 

OF ITS HYDROELECTRIC ASSETS

The California Public Utilities Commission (CPUC) today called for written comments on the Draft Environmental Impact Report (DEIR) for the proposed sale by Pacific Gas and Electric Company (PG&E) of its hydroelectric power plants and related assets, canceling the series of hearings that had been scheduled to begin January 25. 

The current energy crisis in the state, the Commission noted, makes it prudent for the Commission to shift from public hearings to written testimony.  A pre-hearing conference, scheduled for January 25, and a series of Public Participation Hearings, set to start on January 29, are all cancelled.  

However, the deadline for written comment on the draft EIR, initially due February 5, is extended to March 9, 2001.  Comments on the DEIR may be sent to Bruce Kaneshiro, c/o Public Affairs Management, 101 The Embarcadero, Suite 210, San Francisco, CA 94105, or via email at: cpuc-pgehydro@pamsf.com.

On September 30, 1999, PG&E filed an application with the CPUC for approval of a plan to sell off its hydroelectric generation plants and its interest in related lands through an auction. Overall, the company’s hydroelectric facilities can store about 2.3 million acre-feet of water and generate almost 3,900 megawatts of electricity.

The DEIR may be accessed for review via the Internet at: http://cpuc-pgehydro.support.net/.  It is available at a reduced charge for non-profit organizations, governmental entities, and individuals not affiliated with any of the parties in this case.  Those that are eligible should contact the Public Advisor's Office at 415-703-2074 or by email to public.advisor@cpuc.ca.gov.  Those not eligible for the reduced rate should contact the CPUC’s Central Files. 
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