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PUC CALLS FOR STUDY ON FEASIBILITY OF OBTAINING
RENEWABLE POWER FROM BRITISH COLUMBIA
SAN FRANCISCO, March 1, 2007 -- The California Public Utilities Commission (PUC) today authorized Pacific Gas and Electric Company (PG&E) to study the feasibility of obtaining wind-generated and other renewable electric power from various regions in British Columbia, Canada.

“This represents an important first step in a mutual effort by California and its neighboring states to join with the province of British Columbia in an effort to combat global warming,” said PUC President Michael R. Peevey.  “British Columbia has been assessed in several recent studies for it potential to deliver substantial quantities of energy from a number of renewable resources, most prominently wind and hydro.”

PG&E will prudently manage and direct the detailed study, at a cost of up to $14 million in for external consultants. PG&E will record the study costs in a new BC Renewable Study Balancing Account.
The project will be completed in two phases, with PG&E expecting to issue the study by the end of this year. “My vision is for very definite scenarios for building or contracting for renewable generation, the options for transmitting green electrons to PG&E’s service territory, and the costs associated with doing so,” said President Peevey.
The proposal voted on today is at http://www.cpuc.ca.gov/PUBLISHED/AGENDA_DECISION/65057.htm. 
For more information on the PUC, please visit www.cpuc.ca.gov.

###
California Public Utilities Commission 03/01/07

[image: image1.png]